April 2026
Leigh Pride in Place Programme
The Leigh Fund – Application Form

Please note: 
1) Further information about the types of projects which Board is looking to fund can be found in the Guidance Notes and Regeneration Plan.
2) This fund is targeted at medium to large capital and revenue projects. 
Note: A separate Community Fund has also been launched to support small scale community-led activity that build pride and connection which will provide grants of up to £2,000 (revenue). Please refer to separate guidance.
The Programme:
The Pride in Place Programme (PiPP) will invest £20 million of funding in Leigh, between 2026 and 2036. A 10-year Regeneration Plan has been produced which sets out how the funding will be used, led by local people.
Leigh Neighbourhood Board has been set up to provide a voice for the wider community. The Board brings together a broad range of local stakeholders including community leaders, local businesses, the local authority, the police and the local MP, to oversee and deliver the Leigh Regeneration Plan. 
The Board has engaged the local community and considered various data sources to identify local priorities and explore the types of projects needed to deliver the ambitious vision for Leigh. The investment will complement, and build on, work that is already happening across the community. 
The objectives:
The first investment period covers four years from 2026 to 2030 and focuses on two priority objectives:
Priority Objectives 2026-2030:
•	A: Transforming how people see and experience our town: Clean up the town and encouraging culture and heritage to flourish.
•	B: A town that feels safe and welcoming: Create safe, welcoming neighbourhoods and a town centre where people feel confident to live, work and visit
The Board would still like to see some opportunities brought forward against the other Pride in Place Programme themes (see Appendix 1 of this application form) and will make some investment available as it allocates and approves funding. 
As the programme progresses into subsequent investment periods, project activity will contribute more broadly across all objectives.
The Opportunity:
At this point, the Board has not committed to funding specific projects, but has a clear understanding of the types of projects and activities it wants to support, in order to deliver the vision for Leigh. 
The Board is launching this ‘Call for Projects’, to seek project ideas which can be evaluated and considered for funding.
To maximise the benefits of the PiPP investment, the Board will look favourably on projects which add additional value such as the time of key people, local match-funding or properties to include in regeneration projects.
The Process:
This form has been set up to capture key information about your project idea, so that the Board can assess the project based on factors such as strategic fit, funding requirements, match funding/ resource leveraged, outputs and deliverability.
We understand you may not yet have all the information at this stage, but please provide as much detail as you are able to at this time.
Funding decisions will be made by the Board. Please note that filling out this form does not in any way guarantee that any funding will be allocated to the project and funding will not be approved retrospectively where the proposed activities have already been completed. 
Organisations receiving grants would need to be able to provide evidence that they are constituted body with a bank account.
Further funding rounds may be invited by the Neighbourhood Board.
Further Support:
You can find out more information by attending a drop-in session or webinar.
Details about these sessions can be found at www.wigan.gov.uk/leighprojects.
Please get in touch to register for either of these events, or for further advice at leighprojects@wigan.gov.uk.

Leigh Fund Application Form
The following information will provide the Board with the information to make an initial assessment of the suitability of the proposal for funding. Please note that it does not guarantee shortlisting or consideration of funding. 
You may attach additional information to support the proposal. 
1. What is the name of your proposed intervention project idea?


2. What is the location of your proposed idea? 
Projects must benefit the local community within a specific boundary. The map agreed with Government for Leigh’s Plan for Neighbourhood is on page 89 of the Regeneration Plan and covers the wider Leigh area.
For projects covering more than one location, or related to the area as a whole, please provide a description of where the activity will take place. For projects related to a specific location, please give the address and postcode. 





3. Please tell us which investment theme your idea relates to.
This should be the theme which you best fits your project. More information about the specific interventions which have been pre-approved by the government, meaning that they are eligible for expenditure, is in Appendix 2. 
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	Regeneration, High Streets, and Heritage

	[image: Stop outline]
	Safety and Security
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	Transport
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	Housing
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	Work, Productivity and Skills
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	Health and Well-being
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	Cohesion
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	Community Power
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	Education and Opportunity


5. In the answer box below, please provide a short description of your project idea. Please explain what challenges the project idea will address, or what opportunities the project is building upon. 






6. Please provide an indication of the impacts (benefits, outputs and/ or outcomes) that the project would deliver. 











7. Is your project an existing project (already underway) that requires additional funding, or a new idea?
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	New

	[image: Stop outline]
	Existing, please provide further details below.










8. Are there existing stakeholders / organisations who could deliver the project? 
	
	Name / Organisation
	Project Role / Experience

	Stakeholder 1
(Lead Individual/ Organisation)
	

	

	Stakeholder 2
	

	

	Stakeholder 3
	

	

	Stakeholder 4
	

	

	Stakeholder 5
	

	

	Stakeholder 6
	

	



9. Would your idea require funding for feasibility / design work between 2026-2030?
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	Yes

	[image: Stop outline]
	No


	
If yes please state what activities (e.g. surveys, feasibility studies, data collection) will be required and the estimated cost.








10. Please say when your project, or feasibility work, could start
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	2026
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	2027
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	2028
	

	[image: Stop outline]
	2029
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	Beyond 2030
	


11. How long will it take to deliver?
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	Under 1 Year
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	2-3 Years
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	3-5 Years
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	5+ Years
	



12. What funding and how much do you require from Pride in Place? 
Note: Capital projects are long-term investments creating or improving significant assets (like buildings, roads, equipment). Revenue projects are short-term, day-to-day operational expenses (like salaries, utilities, maintenance).
Total Project:
	[image: Stop outline]
	Capital		£………..

	[image: Stop outline]
	Revenue		£………..



Pride in Place Funding Required:
	[image: Stop outline]
	Capital		£………..

	[image: Stop outline]
	Revenue		£………..

	
	


13. How much Pride in Place funding do you expect to need each year? 
	
	2026/27
	2027/28
	2028/29
	2029/30
	Beyond 2030

	Capital
	
	
	
	
	

	Revenue
	
	
	
	
	



14. Are you aware of any match funding that could be used to support delivery of your project?
This could be existing or future funding. It may come from public, private or third sector sources.
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	Yes 
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	No 
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	Unsure



15. If yes, please provide more detail on match funding. For example, is it secured (or the stage of application), what is the source, are there any timeframes or restrictions. 






16. Will your project continue beyond the end of Pride in Place funding and, if so, how will it be funded?







	



17. Are you related to a member of Leigh Neighbourhood Board, Councillor, senior officer of Wigan Council, or is anyone from Wigan Council or the Neighbourhood Board involved in the governance of your organisation?
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	Yes 
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	No 



18. Please leave the following details:

Name
Organisation/role

Email address

Telephone



Please return completed form to: leighprojects@wigan.gov.uk, or use our online Leigh Pride in Place Projects Form, before the deadline of Friday 12th June 2026 at 5pm.

Thank you for completing this form. 



	What happens next:

The project ideas will be shared with the Neighbourhood Board 
for assessment. Shortlisted of projects will be identified to invite further information capable of due diligence appraisal and commissioning.

We will contact you by email to let you know if your project has been shortlisted and will provide feedback if it has not been shortlisted.  




How We Use Your Personal Data When You Apply for a Grant

When you submit a funding application on behalf of your organisation or community group, we collect basic personal information about the named representative, such as your name, role, and contact details.

We use this information to:
· administer and assess your funding application
· share your name and role with our Neighbourhood Board, who review applications and make funding decisions

We process this information under our public task functions as a local authority, supported by relevant legislation such as the Localism Act 2011. 

We do not collect special category data for this purpose.

Your information is kept securely and only for as long as needed to administer the grant and meet audit and financial requirements. You can find more about your data protection rights in our main privacy notice. https://www.wigan.gov.uk/Council/DataProtection-FOI-Stats/Privacy-notices/Data-Primary-Privacy-Notice.aspx

By applying, you acknowledge that the representative’s name and organisational details will be shared with the Board as part of the assessment process.





Appendix 1 – Leigh Pride in Place Programme Objectives

The Leigh Pride in Place Programme objectives are:
· A: Transforming how people see and experience our town: Clean up the town and encouraging culture and heritage to flourish. 
· B: A town that feels safe and welcoming: Create safe, welcoming neighbourhoods and a town centre where people feel confident to live, work and visit. 
· C: An active community with a thriving culture: Create spaces for cultural and creative activity, and build a programme of events and cultural activities. 
· D: Increasing aspirations and ambition: Create an environment where people know they can achieve and fulfil their ambitions within the town, ensure access to quality education and skills development; promoting pathways to local employment and good job opportunities.
· E: Backing Leigh’s businesses: Encourage businesses and entrepreneurs to start, adapt and grow creating employment and opportunity in Leigh. Partnerships will be strengthened between businesses and skills providers creating pathways of opportunity. Create the conditions that will encourage inward investment and business confidence so that local businesses can help shape the future of the town drawing people and investment in.
· F: Better transport and active travel around the town: Working with transport providers to improve public transport, pathways and connections. 
· G: Leigh as a champion for healthy lives and wellbeing: Promote healthy lifestyles and wellbeing, expand opportunities for residents to take part in sport, arts, culture, volunteering and community activities.
· H: Improve skills, training and access to jobs: Collaboration with education providers, businesses and community organisations working across Leigh to lobby for support and promote the skills and employment-related support services available across the town and wider borough. Increase employment and ensure Leigh’s businesses have access to the talent needed for growth.



More information can be found here: Pride in Place Programme: list of indicative interventions - GOV.UK




Appendix 2 – Leigh Pride in Place Programme Pre-Approved Interventions

Regeneration, High Streets, and Heritage:
	Pre-Approved interventions

	Funding for improvements to town centres, neighbourhoods and high streets including capital spend and running costs

	Creating and improving green spaces, community gardens, water courses and embankments in the local area, along with incorporating natural features into wider public spaces

	Support for non-domestic energy efficiency measures and decarbonisation, in local business, high streets, and community infrastructure

	Funding for new community and neighbourhood infrastructure projects, or for improvements to existing ones, including facilities that house public services or enhance community resilience to natural hazards, such as flooding. This could cover both capital spend and operational costs

	Enhanced support for arts, cultural, heritage and create activities, projects and facilities and historic institutions that make up the local cultural heritage offer

	Funding for local arts, cultural, heritage and creative initiatives

	Investment and support for digital infrastructure for local community facilities



Safety and Security:
	Pre-Approved interventions

	Design and oversight of the built and landscaped environment to ‘design out’ crime and encourage positive behaviour

	Policing interventions to target crime prevention in specific locations, in particular town centres

	Interventions to tackle anti-social behaviour, crime and minimise reoffending

	Co-location of crime reduction services

	Improved town centre management

	Initiatives to reduce burglary





Transport:
	Pre-Approved interventions

	Support for active travel enhancements in the local area

	Funding can be used to improve local bus services

	Funding for new, or improvements to local road networks to improve access within and to the town

	Funding to improve rail connectivity and access

	Reducing vehicle emissions



Housing:
	Pre-Approved interventions

	Provide safe and supportive environments for people with experience of homelessness and rough sleeping

	Modernisation of social housing

	Support wider neighbourhood renewal by improving the attractiveness and liveability of homes and their surroundings

	Provide healthy and climate-resilient homes support locally

	Establish land trusts for the purpose of creating community-led housing to meet local needs

	Support local community initiatives that support people in bringing down their home energy bills and improve the energy efficiency of their homes



Work, Productivity and Skills:
	Pre-Approved interventions

	Support to improve awareness of and access to, local provision that moves people closer to and into sustained employment, in line with an area’s Get Britian Working Plan

	Enabling community wealth building

	Developing and expanding existing local business support and networks for smaller businesses and social enterprises

	Skills provision tailored to local opportunities and skills gaps, such as those identified in an area’s Local Skills Improvement Plan

	Funding to support the development, improvement, and promotion of the visitor economy, such as local attractions, historical trails, cultural tours, campaigns and other related tourism products





Health and Well-being:
	Pre-Approved interventions

	Supporting community-level health provision

	Integration and co-location of health and wellbeing services

	Funding for local sport and activity facilities, events, teams and leagues, to foster community engagement and connection

	Funding to support preventative public health initiatives and campaigns

	Provide drug and alcohol support for people with experience of homelessness and rough sleeping



Cohesion:
	Pre-Approved interventions

	Measures to improve community cohesion



Community Power:
	Pre-Approved interventions

	Delivering engagement, participation and involvement activity to give communities a role in decision-making


	Giving communities a role in the design and delivery of local services


	Enabling community wealth building


	Support for growing the local social economy, including community businesses, co-operatives and social enterprises  


	Funding for impactful volunteering and social action projects to develop social and human capital in local place


	Investment in capacity building and infrastructure support for local civil society, youth and community groups





Education and Opportunity:
	Pre-Approved interventions

	School-based programmes to support young people’s development

	Support to both reduce levels of child poverty and to prevent the negative impacts of child poverty on children and families

	Support for families and young children

	Funding to help families with the cost of childcare where it may alleviate cost of living pressures, or support employment

	Support for growing the local social economy, including community businesses, cooperatives and social enterprises  

	Support for community-based learning and development
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