3. Historic development
3.1 Origins and historic development of settlement

In pre-historic times Lancashire was sparsely populated and lowland areas like Ashton, were
covered with forest oak and scrub. No pre-historic remains have been found around Ashton. The
Romans opened up the area with their roads and one road linking their forts in Warrington and
Wigan passed through the middle of Ashton near what is now the Red Lion Inn on Gerard Street.
There is no evidence of a settlement at this time.
People lived in scattered farmsteads or groups of cottages and it is likely from the origins of the
name (ash – tree; ton – enclosure or village), that the ﬁrst signiﬁcant community by the brook
crossing formed when the Angles settled in Lancashire in the 6th and 7th Centuries.
As the Domesday book did not identify many settlements in Lancashire, there is little evidence
of the history of Ashton until the ﬁrst of the Gerard family settled in the area in the 14th Century.
During the early 14th Century, Thomas Earl of Lancaster was the feudal overlord of Lancashire
and wide areas of the county suffered from persistent and devastating ﬂoods between 1314 –
1316, followed by the impact of the Black Death during 1349 – 1351. It is likely that the small
community at Ashton experienced the impact of these disasters.
Since the 15th Century, much of the information on the history of Ashton – in - Makerﬁeld is based
on the exchanges of land, marriages and the affairs of the Gerards, a strong catholic family.
The Ashton coat-of-arms is an adaption of the Gerard coat of arms. In the mid 16th Century, Sir
Thomas Gerard bought the remaining part of the manor of Ashton and became the sole lord.
When in 1589, Robert Byrchall made a bequeath of money to found the Ashton – in – Makerﬁeld
Grammar School, Sir Thomas Gerard granted a plot of land near Seneley Green.
St Thomas’s church had been an important focal point for the village and though it was ﬁrst
written about in 1515 as a chapel of ease, it is likely to have been at this location since the
medieval times. Ashton-in-Makerﬁeld or in the Willows, as it was variously called, had become the
largest and most populous of the settlements in the ancient Parish of Winwick, and was originally
included in the Diocese of York. About the beginning of the tenth century, the land between
the Ribble and the Mersey was transferred to the Diocese of Lichﬁeld then in 1541 to the new
Diocese of Chester. In 1880 the Diocese of Liverpool was created out of Chester, and Ashton has
been in the Diocese of Liverpool since that date. It was rebuilt in 1784, the chapel enlarged in
1815 and then completely rebuilt in 1893 with the present building. St Oswalds Roman Catholic
church was ﬁrst built in 1822 and replaced on the same site in 1930. The Congregational Church
designed by Waterhouse was built in 1867 next to the brook on Gerard St, but this was vacated in
1973 and has now been demolished.
During the 17th Century, Ashton would have been a small village in a very rural and sparsely
populated area. The impact of the Civil War must have been signiﬁcant as the routes of both the
Royalist and Parliamentarian armies passed through on a number of occasions, and the plague
of 1649 also reduced the population. As the century continued, the ﬁrst coal mines were sunk and
small cotton mills built around Ashton, taking the few cottage industries into the beginnings of the
Industrial Revolution. This started a rapid population growth of the settlement which was marked
by the ﬁrst Unitarian Chapel in 1697.
Ashton was greatly affected and the social and economic life of the community saw great changes
during the C18. With the expansion of mining and cotton mills around the town came the growth
of metal working and ironware, particularly the manufacture of hinges, locks, nails, door handles
and ﬁles. Ashton became a centre for these trades with a concentration of dealers in a relatively
small town.
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$ VNHWFK PDS RI WKH VHWWOHPHQW LQ  VKRZV WKH FXUUHQW WRZQ FHQWUH DQG SUHVHQW GD\
&RQVHUYDWLRQ$UHDEDVHGRQ*HUDUG6WUHHWDVEXLOWXSZLWKVXUURXQGLQJ¿HOGVDQGPLQHV7KH
LQÀXHQFH RI WKH *HUDUG IDPLO\ RQ WKH GHYHORSPHQW RI$VKWRQ FRQWLQXHG WKURXJK WKHVH FHQWXULHV
±SDUWLFXODUO\DIWHUWKH\PRYHGWR1HZ+DOORQWKHHGJHRI$VKWRQWRZDUGVWKHHQGRIWKH&
%\ WKH EHJLQQLQJ RI WKH & /DQFDVKLUH ZDV WKH PRVW KHDYLO\ LQGXVWULDOLVHG FRXQW\ LQ (QJODQG
DQG E\  $VKWRQ KDG JURZQ WR D SRSXODWLRQ RI QHDUO\  SHRSOH %DLQHV /DQFDVKLUH
'LUHFWRU\ LQ  GHVFULEHG $VKWRQ DV µWKLV ODUJH SRSXORXV YLOODJH IRUPV WKH FHQWUH RI D EULVN
PDQXIDFWXULQJ GLVWULFW ZKHUH WKH SRRU DUH LQGXVWULRXV DQG WKHLU HPSOR\HUV SURVSHURXV¶ &RDO
PLQLQJZDVWKHPDLQLQGXVWU\DQGLWSOD\HGDYLWDOUROHLQWKHOLIHRIWKHFRPPXQLW\(YHQVRWKH
0DQQH['LUHFWRU\RIGHVFULEHGDZLGHUDQJHRIHPSOR\PHQWLQWKHWRZQDOVRLQFOXGLQJPHWDO
ZRUNHUVFRWWRQVSLQQHUVFRUQPLOOHUVDQGIDUPHUV
7KH7XUQSLNH5RDGVDQGWKHODWHUH[SDQVLRQRIWKHUDLOZD\VZLWKWKHQHDUE\VWDWLRQDW%U\QKDGD
VLJQL¿FDQWUROHLQSURPRWLQJWKHJURZWKRI$VKWRQ
7KH¿UVW2UGQDQFH6XUYH\PDSRIVKRZHGDVPDOOWRZQFOXVWHUHGDURXQGWKHPDLQWKURXJK
URDGEHQH¿WLQJIURPWKHEURRNFURVVLQJ0RVWRIWKHFXUUHQW&RQVHUYDWLRQ$UHDZDVEXLOWXSZLWK
WKH PDLQ WKURXJK URDG DQG MXQFWLRQV IROORZLQJ WKH 0HGLHYDO OD\RXW LQFOXGLQJ WKH XQH[SHFWHG
EHQGLQ*HUDUG6WUHHW6W7KRPDV¶VFKXUFKDQGYLFDUDJHDQGWKH5RPDQ&DWKROLFFKDSHOZLWKLWV
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3UHVE\WHU\DUHLPSRUWDQWEXLOGLQJVDVDUHWKHLQQVLQFOXGLQJWKH*ROGHQ/LRQWKH*HUDUG$UPV
WKH.LQJ¶V$UPVDQGWKH5RELQ+RRGDOOUHEXLOWLQWKHVHFRQGKDOIRIWKHFHQWXU\DQGVWLOOVWDQGLQJ
7KHQHDUE\FRDOPLQHVDQGFRWWRQVSLQQLQJIDFWRULHVDUHLGHQWL¿HGDURXQGWKHHGJHVRIWKHWRZQ
7KHSRSXODWLRQJUHZUDSLGO\LQWKHVHFRQGKDOIRIWKHWK&HQWXU\IURPLQWR
LQ  KRXVHV LQ  DQG  LQ  0DQ\ LPPLJUDQWV FDPH IURP ,UHODQG DQG :DOHV
IRUZRUNLQWKHH[SDQGLQJPLQHVDQGFRWWRQVSLQQLQJLQGXVWULHV$:HOVKFRPPXQLW\HVWDEOLVKHG
RQ WKH %ROWRQ 5RDG DW 6WXEVKDZ &URVV ZKHUH :HOVK ZDV ZLGHO\ VSRNHQ DQG FKDSHOV DQG
HLVWHGGIRUGV VXSSRUWHG WKH FRPPXQLW\ $V D UHVXOW RI WKLV H[SDQVLRQ PRVW RI WKH WRZQ FHQWUH
ZDV UHEXLOW GXULQJ WKH SHULRG  WR 7KH ¿UVW UHGHYHORSPHQWV ZHUH RQ WKH QRUWK VLGH RI
*HUDUG6WUHHW±3DODWLQH%XLOGLQJVDWWKH*DUVZRRG6WUHHWMXQFWLRQIROORZHGE\WKHDGMDFHQW
&RPPHUFLDO%XLOGLQJVLQ7KHUHYHORSPHQWFRQWLQXHGGRZQWKHKLOOWRWKHQRUWKZLWKQR¶V
WREXLOWLQ&HQWUDO%XLOGLQJVLQWKHUHGHYHORSPHQWRIWKH*HUDUG$UPVLQ
DQGWKH*ROGHQ/LRQ,QQLQ$FURVVWKHURDGQR¶VDQG%ULGJH)RRW+RXVHZHUHUHEXLOW
LQQR¶VWRLQWKH5HG/LRQ,QQLQDQGWKH&URVV.H\VRQWKHFRUQHUVLWH
RSSRVLWHWKH:LJDQ5RDGMXQFWLRQLQ
&LYLF EXLOGLQJV ZHUH DGGHG WR WKLV FRPPHUFLDO H[SDQVLRQ ZLWK WKH 3ROLFH 6WDWLRQ RQ WKH
:DUULQJWRQ 5RDG DQG LQ  WKH &DUQHJLH /LEUDU\ RQ WKH :LJDQ 5RDG DQG WKH 7RZQ +DOO RQ
%U\Q 6WUHHW ± ERWK RXWVLGH WKH &RQVHUYDWLRQ$UHD7KLV UHÀHFWHG WKH JURZLQJ LPSRUWDQFH RI WKH
ORFDO%RDUGRI+HDOWKHVWDEOLVKHGDQGWKH8UEDQ'LVWULFW&RXQFLOIURP
7KLVSHULRGRIPDMRUUHGHYHORSPHQWUHÀHFWHGWKHIDVWJURZLQJHFRQRP\EDVHGRQWKHWUDGLWLRQDO
LQGXVWULHVDQGWKHUDSLGO\H[SDQGLQJSRSXODWLRQ7KLVFRQ¿GHQFHODVWHGXQWLOWKH)LUVW:RUOG:DU
EXWWKHQH[WKDOIRIWKH&VDZWKHJUDGXDOIDLOXUHDQGORVVRIWKHPLQLQJFRWWRQVSLQQLQJDQG
PHWDOZRUNLQJLQGXVWULHV
7KHODVWRIWKHVLJQL¿FDQWWUDGLWLRQDOLQGXVWULHVZDV&URPSWRQVZKRVHEXLOGLQJRQWKHVRXWKVLGH
RI*HUDUG6WUHHWZDVORFDWHGRQWKHVLWHRI5RFN+RXVHRULJLQDOO\WZRKRXVHVEXLOWLQWKHHDUO\
&DQGGHPROLVKHGLQWKHPLG¶V&URPSWRQ¶VEXLOGLQJVKDYHEHHQUHSODFHGE\WKH*HUDUG
&HQWUHVKRSSLQJFRPSOH[
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7KH 2UGQDQFH 6XUYH\ PDSV RI  DQG  VKRZ D IHZ FKDQJHV RI QRWH $ IRUPDO PDUNHW
ORFDWLRQZDVHVWDEOLVKHGRQ*DUVZRRG6WUHHWEHKLQGWKH*HUDUG$UPVKRWHODQGWKHLQWURGXFWLRQ
RIWKHWUDPZD\WKURXJKWKHWRZQFHQWUHDORQJ:DUULQJWRQ5RDG*HUDUG6WUHHWDQG:LJDQ5RDG
UHTXLUHGWKHEXLOGLQJVRQWKHWLJKWFRUQHURI:DUULQJWRQ5RDGDQG*HUDUG6WUHHWWREHGHPROLVKHG
7KLV VLWH ZDV UHGHYHORSHG E\ WKH  2UGQDQFH 6XUYH\ ¿JXUH  RYHUOHDI  ZLWK WKH KLJK EULFN
&RRSHUDWLYH +DOO ZKLFK IRUPV D VLJQL¿FDQW FRUQHU IHDWXUH WR PDUN WKH RIIVHW MXQFWLRQ ZLWK %U\Q
6WUHHW±QRZDQLPSRUWDQWWKURXJKURXWHIRUWUDI¿F
0RVW RI WKH H[DPSOHV RI VPDOO WHUUDFH KRXVLQJ DORQJ DQG RII +HDWK 5RDG ZHUH EXLOW E\ 
2I SDUWLFXODU QRWH DUH WKH ROGHVW JURXS FDOOHG$ &RXUW ZKLFK KDV D SHGHVWULDQ OLQN WKURXJK WKH
HDUO\9LFWRULDQVKRSVRQWR*HUDUG6WUHHW%HWZHHQDQGWKH&RPPHUFLDO,QQDQGWKH
GLVWLQFWLYH &KXUFK7HUUDFH ZHUH DGGHG WR +HDWK 6WUHHW ZLWK IXUWKHU LQ¿OO KRXVLQJ$ FLQHPD ZDV
EXLOW QH[W WR$ &RXUW E\  EXW WKLV KDV QRZ EHHQ GHPROLVKHG DQG WKH VLWH EHLQJ UHEXLOW ZLWK


housing. Just outside the Conservation Area is the Cave Browne Evangelical Chapel 1882 and
the historic Hingemakers Arms with a ﬁne wall plaque – listed as an active public house in 1869.
The Conservation Area includes important examples of this history and demonstrates the
difference between the built up commercial centre of Gerard St, the traditional workers back street
housing, and the surrounding open spaces to the west including the recreation ground and the
two church grounds.

3.2

Archaeological signiﬁcance

There is little current archaeological information on Ashton-in-Makerﬁeld other than information
and sightings on the route of the Roman road from Wigan to Warrington.
The line of the road crosses the Conservation Area though the most visible ﬁnds have been
outside the boundary - across a ﬁeld south of Nicol Road by its line of gravel; and at the west end
of the Cotton Mill facing onto Old Road.
In 1993 Greater Manchester Archaeological Unit excavated a length of the Roman Road at
Bryn Road. The road had a gently cambered proﬁle and was over 5 metres wide with a possible
surviving ditch to the west. It was constructed of irregular sandstone blocks bedded onto a sand
and gravel base.
Further archaeological investigations of the historic settlement core will take place in the future. In
particular, there may be sections of the Roamn Road that require trial trenching and more detailed
excavation should signiﬁcant remains be found that would be affected by development.
Development will be subject to PPG16 considerations and the Greater Manchester Archaeological
Unit can advise on development proposals in the Conservation Area as part of the planning
process.
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