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Regional Focus: 
The North West Cinema Market
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The NLP VENu database identifies that there are currently 57 

cinemas run by 20 different operators in the North West region, 

providing 88,5501 seats and 445 screens. This includes new 

cinemas in Wirral and Widnes that opened their doors to business 

in 2013.

The total population of the region is 7,052,300,2 which translates 

to an average of 80 people per seat, or 15,848 people per 

existing screen.

Cinema provision in the North West region is clustered in the main 

urban areas of Merseyside and Greater Manchester which account 

for 45% of all cinema screens in the North West.

The Warrington and Wigan travel to work area alone accounts for 

12% of the cinema screens in the North West.

Cinema Hotspots Trailer

The NLP CINeSCOPE hotspots map details existing cinema 

provision against population densities across the North West, 

identifying potential cinema development opportunities where 

there is a high population density but little cinema provision.

Operators and developers have already seen the benefits of 

CINeSCOPE through its use with a number of successful planning 

applications in the North East including the Feetham’s Leisure 

Scheme (mixed use development) in Darlington Town Centre.

http://nlpplanning.com/news/nlp-raise-curtain-in-darlington

In the North West, potential cinema hotspots include Nelson, 

Colne and Clitheroe (although there is a cinema in Burnley) and 

Sale. There is no cinema in Chorley or West Wirral, and limited 

provision across Cheshire. 

The model unveils other cinema hotspots in Oldham and Bolton 

where there is already planning permission in place for new venues 

and Chester where a new cinema is proposed.

The CINeSCOPE Model

The NLP CINeSCOPE Capacity and Impact model is informed by 

the comprehensive NLP VENu database which is kept up-to-date 

and includes commitments in the pipeline and proposals for new 

cinema development. The CINeSCOPE model is constructed having 

regard to the Government practice guidance on need, impact and 

the sequential approach3.

The CINeSCOPE model has a dual use. It can be used to assist 

an appraisal of commercial viability and extend beyond the 

initial testing stage, to assess the scope for additional cinema-

space. Secondly, once a decision is taken to promote a cinema 

through the planning application process, the CINeSCOPE model 

can be used to inform sequential and impact assessments. To 

assist developers and operators, NLP combines its VENu database 

intelligence with demographic profiling, to assess whether a 

potential catchment area matches the planned business model.

Figure 1: Existing and proposed cinema provision in the North West1 Includes disabled seating
2 Census 2011
3 Communities and Local Government - Planning for Town Centres: Practice quidance 

 on need, impact and the sequential approach, 2009.



Figure 2: Existing and proposed cinema provision in the North West 
mapped against population density
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About NLP

Nathaniel Lichfield & Partners (NLP) is an 

independent planning, economics and urban design 

consultancy, with offices in Cardiff, Leeds, London, 

Manchester and Newcastle.

NLP celebrated its 50th birthday in 2012 and 

was named Just-Giving company of the year, in 

recognition of our fundraising achievements. The 

RTPI named NLP Planning Consultancy of the Year 

in 2012 and 2013, making us the first company to 

win the award in consecutive years. 

We are one of the largest independent planning 

consultancies in the UK and we offer the broadest 

range of skills of any specialist planning firm. This 

includes services in demographics, economics, 

heritage, sustainability, urban design and sunlight 

and daylight, as well as a full range of planning 

skills.

The NLP Town Centres and Retail team specialises 

in the planning and delivery of town centre uses, 

such as cinemas, food & beverage units, and 

commercial leisure and cultural developments, 

as well as retail, offices, housing and mixed 

use schemes, in town, edge and out-of-centre 

locations. 

Our clients include local authorities and 

government bodies, as well as developers, 

landowners and operators in the housing, retail, 

leisure, commercial, and infrastructure sectors.

We prepare accessible and clear reports, 

underpinned by robust analysis and stakeholder 

engagement, and provide expert witness evidence 

to public inquiries and examinations.

Our targeted research reports explore current 

planning / economic issues and seek to offer 

practical ways forward.

This publication has been written in general terms and cannot be relied on to cover specific situations. We recommend 
that you obtain professional advice before acting or refraining from acting on any of the contents of this publication. NLP 
accepts no duty of care or liability for any loss occasioned to any person acting or refraining from acting as a result of any 
material in this publication.

Nathaniel Lichfield & Partners is the trading name of Nathaniel Lichfield & Partners Limited. Registered in England, 
no.2778116. 

Registered office: 14 Regent’s Wharf, All Saints Street, London N1 9RL
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