
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

I am interested in the growing use of technology capable of detecting "sound events" which is being used, 
often in conjunction with CCTV systems, to monitor public areas. 
 
This technology is designed to use audio inputs to detect sounds such as gun shots, human screams or 
shouts, speeding vehicles or anti-social behaviour to improve public safety. 
 
Here are some examples of the type of technology I'm referring to:- Sound Event Detection, 
North to make Westminster Smarter and Safer 

 
I am trying to establish the extent to which this technology is currently being used in the UK by local 
authorities.  Specifically, I would like to ask: 

1. Is your local authority using, or has it previously tested, 
sound detector technology as described above to 
monitor public areas for emergencies or anti-social 
behaviour? 

 
2. If yes, please provide details of how many sound 

detectors or sound detector-equipped CCTV cameras 
you are operating and when they were installed.  

As part of Wigan Councils Public Space CCTV 
infrastructure, we do not use, nor has it tested 
previously, technologies that listen out for 
events as outlined. 

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsoundeventdetector.eu%2Fsound-event-detection-for-security%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cfoirequest%40wigan.gov.uk%7Cedbeb1244dc34063a47508de4eb6b537%7C8e20fea2f5884539b62cd5cbd4914cb6%7C0%7C0%7C639034744626387684%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C20000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yeBtUcBrr%2BRCxLPsaKGKk2O1PIni%2BuUuuUWLhl3BB78%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnorth.tech%2Fnews%2Fnorth-to-make-westminster-smarter-and-safer-through-1-2-million-contract-award%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cfoirequest%40wigan.gov.uk%7Cedbeb1244dc34063a47508de4eb6b537%7C8e20fea2f5884539b62cd5cbd4914cb6%7C0%7C0%7C639034744626436218%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C20000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Bnx2QfGR5cCWD6R55s5%2Fpz72B22ywmeIp7fzwq9Ja58%3D&reserved=0

