
 
 

 
 

REQUEST 15858 

 
Can you please provide me with the data for school aged children in the year 2023 to answer the questions 
below broken down by ages: 
 

• 5-10 (Primary) 

• 11-15/16 years (Secondary) 
 
For questions 3 and 5, please use the below list to categorise the setting type: 
 

• Mainstream - (This can be academy, Free or LA maintained) 

• Grammar School 

• Private Independent Mainstream (NOT special) 

• Specialist Resource Base/Provision or SEN unit - If so, what is the primary area of need 

• Special School (Academy, Free, LA maintained) 

• Independent Special School (maintained or non-maintained) 

• Pupil Referral Unit (PRU) 

• Alternative Provision 

• Educated Otherwise than At School (EOTAS) - Section I is blank or states EOTAS 

• Electively Home Educated (EHE) 

• No placement available 

• Other 

• Don't know 
 
Please provide the data as detailed above for the following 8 questions: 
 
1. How many children have an EHCP? 

 
2. How many children identified as autistic do not have an EHCP? 
 
3. How many of these EHCPs identify ASD, ASC or Autism as a need or diagnosis? 
 
4. For the EHCPs that have Autism (ASD/ASC) identified, what is the type of educational setting they attend 

(type of school named in Section I). 
 

5. For the EHCPs that have Autism (ASD/ASC) identified, how many mention that a child has demand 
avoidance, identifiable by any of the following terms being used in any section of the EHCP: 

• Demand Avoidance 

• Pathological Demand Avoidance 

• PDA 

• Extreme demand avoidance. 

• Avoids everyday demands or activities 
 
6. For these EHCPs that have demand avoidance mentioned, what is type of educational setting they attend 

(type of school named in Section I). Please use the above list to categorise setting type 
 
7. Does your LA use the term 'Pathological Demand Avoidance' or 'PDA' or 'autism with a demand avoidant 

profile' in EHCPs if provided in a professional report? 
 
8. If these terms in question 7 are not used, what is the reason for this? 
 



RESPONSE: 
 
***Please note, where a response has been provided stating ‘not yet recorded on system’ – the LA is currently 
undergoing a process of migration from one system to another and therefore is unable to provide the 
requested information at this time.  
 
1. Primary (1107), Secondary (1230)  

 
2. This information is not recorded. 
 
3. Primary (313), Secondary (317)  
 
4. Primary – EHE (1), Independent Special School (13), Mainstream (102), Maintained Special (130), 

Resourced Provision (6), Not yet recorded on system (61). Secondary – EHE (6), Independent Special 
School (29), Mainstream (101), Maintained Special School (138), Non-Maintained Special School (7), 
Resourced Provision (5), Not yet recorded on system (31)  

 
5. Unable to provide a response as we only capture data based on primary and secondary categories of 

need as prescribed by the SEND Code of Practice (2014)  
 
6. Unable to provide a response as we only capture data based on primary and secondary categories of 

need as prescribed by the SEND Code of Practice (2014)  
 
7. Demand avoidance where relevant will be characterised under a wider diagnosis of ASC / ASD. 
 
8. International and American diagnostic manual (DSM5) as well as UK National Autistic Society, National 

Institute of Excellence, Autism and Autism Spectrum Conditions, Guidance (NICE)  do not recognise PDA 
as a separate diagnostic entity, they recognise it as falling under the ‘umbrella’ of Autism Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD).  

 
In Wigan we will not use the term PDA or EDA as a clinical diagnosis. Instead, we will endeavour to work 
with the families and young people to explore how the tendency to avoid demands has developed and 
been maintained and to explore how the behaviour fits within other diagnoses (e.g. ASD, Attachment 
Disorder, Social Communication Disorder etc).  

 
 


