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Minutes of a Meeting of Haigh Parish Council 
Held Monday 4 December 2017 
6:30pm St David’s Parish Rooms 
 
Present:  Councillors R Darbyshire (Chairman), R Lawson, G France, A Thomson,                  
G Fairhurst, R Howarth and the Clerk, Mrs K Pilkington. 
Mr K Battersby (Director Environment & Economy at Wigan Council) was present for 
Items 220 – 224. 
Two members of the public. 
 
 

 
220 Welcome by the Chairman 
 

As the Chairman was absent, the Vice Chairman opened the meeting. 
 
 
221     Apologies for Absence 
 

Cllr J Wild.  Cllr R Darbyshire would be late. 
 

 
222     Declaration of Interests 
 

None. 
 
 

Standing Orders were suspended. 
 
223     Rights of Way 
 

Mr Karl Battersby, Director Economy and Environment, had looked into the 
issues in connection with the rights of way in the Parish and updated the 
Council on progress, particularly in relation to the obstruction to FP18 being 
caused by the gates at Bawk House. 
 
Mr Battersby had discussed matters with Wigan Council officers John Williams 
and Liz Parry and reported that a new footpath had been constructed parallel 
to the original FP18, which was a designated Right of Way.  However, no 
planning application had ever been submitted for permission to create the 
diversion.  Electric gates belonging to Bawk House had been blocking the 
footpath, but currently they were being kept open.  The LA were trying to 
persuade the owner of Bawk House to apply for planning permission 
retrospectively, but, to date, this had not happened.  The onus to do this lay 
with the owner of the property. 
 
A member of the public observed that the surface of the original Right of Way 
had been made of metal, but the owner of the property had dug it up.  The 
original had also been 4.5m in width and had been a designated bridleway.  
The electric gates were not open wide enough for FP18 to be used as a 
bridleway. 
 
The member of the public also raised an enquiry about the definitive map of 
the footpaths.  In 2008 residents had completed forms requesting that all 
footpaths in the area should be marked.  These had been handed in to the 
Local Access Forum.  Regrettably, these forms appeared to have been lost.  It 
was a matter of concern that the definitive map of the footpaths within the LA’s 
boundaries had not been updated for several decades, the marking of 
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footpaths had not been carried out and, in addition, the minutes of the LAF 
meetings were not displayed on the LA’s website. 
 
Mr Battersby informed the Council that, as the LAF had not been meeting, 
there had been no minutes to display on the website. 
 
As a result of the discussions that took place Mr Battersby agreed to take the 
following actions: 

 To look into the surface, width and general status of FP18; 

 To try to persuade the owner to submit a retrospective planning 
application with respect to the diversion of FP18 and to do things 
properly; 

 To reinstate LAF meetings; 

 To consider updating the definitive map of the LA’s rights of way and 

 To consider the possibility of marking the footpaths under the LA’s 
jurisdiction. 

 
Cllr R Darbyshire joined the meeting. 
 
 
224     Haigh Windmill Condition Survey 
 

The LA had obtained a quotation for a condition survey from Bradshaw Gass 
and Hope, who were the HLF approved quantity surveyors for the grant 
funded project to restore the windmill and had the relevant background 
knowledge to undertake the work.  This was discussed with Mr Battersby.  As 
the Parish Council’s reserve was insufficient to cover the amount quoted, it 
would be necessary to source additional funding elsewhere. Mr Battersby was 
willing to look into the possibility of match funding from The Deal and would try 
to ascertain whether there was something more modest that could be done. 
 
 

Cllr R Darbyshire took the Chair. 
 
225     Matters Introduced by Members of the Public 
 

There were no matters raised by the public. 
 

Standing Orders were re-instated. 
 
 
226     Minutes of the Meeting of the Council Held on 11 September 2017 
 

Resolved:  The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 
Monday, 11 September 2017 were agreed to be a true and correct record. 

 
 
227     Matters Arising 

 
Casual Vacancies 
In reply to a question from a member, the Clerk advised that she was not 
aware of any casual vacancies at present.  The procedure approved at the 
previous meeting had been put in place so that it could be used in the event of 
a casual vacancy arising. 
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228     Planning Applications 
  

A/17/84095/LB and 
A/17/84096/HH 

1 Lakeside 
Cottages, Standish, 
Wigan,  
WN1 2UU 

Listed building 
consent to extend 
dwellinghouse first 
floor to rear with roof 
terrace and single 
storey to rear – both 
approved with 
conditions 

Noted* 

A/17/84554/HH 1 Rose Cottages, 
Hall Lane, Haigh, 
Wigan, WN1 2SE 

To erect detached 
single storey 
outbuilding – 
approved with 
conditions 

Noted 

A/17/84328/HH The Old Station 
House, Red Rock 
Lane, Haigh, 
Wigan, WN2 1UW 

Relocation of existing 
driveway gate 
columns to create 
wider opening for 
installation of power 
assisted gates            
– approved with 
conditions 

Noted 

A/17/84392/RET 1 Gothic Cottages, 
School Lane, 
Haigh, Wigan,  
WN2 1PD 

To retain timber shed 
at rear – approved 
with conditions 

Noted 

A/17/83640/FULL Rothwell’s Stud, 
Sennicar Lane, 
Wigan,  
WN1 2SN 

To erect a two storey 
key worker’s 
dwellinghouse with 
associated access      
– approved with 
conditions 

Noted 

A/17/84764/HH Astleys Farm 
House, Pendlebury 
Lane, Haigh, 
Wigan, WN2 1LU 

To extend: single 
storey to front to form 
double garage, 
single storey to rear 
and conversion of 
existing garage  

Noted 

 
 
*A letter expressing the Council’s general concerns about the criteria used to 
protect GII listed buildings had been sent to the Planning Department.  Their 
response was discussed. 
 
Following reports from nearest neighbours that they had not been consulted 
about two of the planning applications listed for the meeting in September, a 
letter expressing concern had been sent to the Planning Department.  The 
planning officers responsible for the applications had replied that it was 
standard procedure to consult nearest neighbours and that they had been 
consulted. 

 
 
229 External Audit Report 2016/17 

 
The completed Annual Return, which contained the external auditor’s 
certificate for the financial year ending on 31 March 2017, was received.  
There were no issues that had come to the external auditor’s attention.  The 
‘Notice of Conclusion of Audit’ and a copy of the Annual Return had been 
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displayed on the notice board outside St David’s Parish Rooms for the 
required period of time and on the website. The Annual Return would remain 
on the website for 5 years.   
 
The audit report should have been accepted and approved by 30 September, 
but, due to the fact that it was only returned by the external auditor after the 
Council meeting in September, this had not been possible.   
 
Resolved:  The completed Annual Return and the External Audit Report for 
the year ending 31 March 2017 were accepted and approved retrospectively. 

 
 
230 Review of Internal Audit 2016/17 
 

The Internal Audit 2016/17 was reviewed.  The conclusion was that the 
auditor had fulfilled the criteria and that the audit had met the requirements. 

 
 
231 Appointment of Internal Auditor 

 
Resolved:  Ian Cropper was appointed as the Parish Council’s Internal 
Auditor for 2017/18.  His fee of £80 was approved. 

 
 
232 Future Financial Changes 

 
In August the Clerk had attended a training day provided by the Society of 
Local Council Clerks.  A report on current and future financial changes 
affecting parish councils was received and its contents were noted.   
 
In connection with this financial year’s external audit:  the SAAA had recently 
confirmed that PFK Littlejohn LLP have been designated as the Parish 
Council’s external auditors for 2017-22.  The Council had formally appointed 
them in April. 

 
 
233 Accounts 2017/18 
 

Income  =  £nil 
 
Expenditure 
 

 
Resolved:  The above items were approved for payment. 
 
Balance at bank on 31 October 2017             =          £7,122.55 
 
 
 

No PAYEE NARRATIVE NET VAT PAYMENT 

14 St David’s Haigh & 
Aspull PCC 

Room rent £  20.00 N/A  £  20.00 

15 Employee No.1 
Salary (Sept, Oct & Nov) 
(net) 

£459.84 N/A  £459.84 

16 K Pilkington Mileage, postage £  14.30   N/A  £  14.30   

17 HMRC Tax £114.96 N/A  £114.96 

18 Royal British Legion Donation for wreath £100.00 N/A  £100.00 

 Total:  £709.10 N/A  £709.10 
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The following prior payments had since been presented for payment: 
HMRC                                          =      £306.56 and £153.28 
TOTAL                                          =     £459.84 
 
The following prior payments had not been presented as at 31 October 2017: 
HMRC                                          =      £191.60 
Royal British Legion                     =      £  25.00 
TOTAL                                         =      £216.60 
 
Estimated Balance at bank after the above expenditure  
(including all of the above prior presented and unpresented payments)      
=          £5,737.01 
 
The circumstances surrounding the delay in relation to the payments made to 
the HMRC were discussed. 

 
 
234 Budget Monitoring 2017/18 

 
Most cost centres were on line.  The exception was the ‘Mileage, postage, 
telephone’ cost centre, which was showing an overspend of £16. 
 
Resolved:  The Council approved a virement of £35 from the ‘Contingency’ 
cost centre to the ‘Mileage, postage, telephone’ cost centre to cover the 
overspend and future expenditure under this heading. 

 
 
235     Budget & Precept 2018/19 
 

The proposed budget was discussed.  It was reported that the LA had 
confirmed that the amount of Council Tax Support Grant for 2018/19 would be 
the same as in 2017/18.  It would be reviewed for 2019/20, when it was 
expected that the LA would cease to receive Revenue Support funding from 
central government 
 
At present the Council Tax base for 2018/19 was not known.  It would only 
become available later during December.  As it would not be possible to 
establish the impact of the precept set on individual households until the 
Council Tax base was known, the Council decided to defer approval of the 
budget and setting a precept until further information was available.   
 
Resolved:  To comply with the deadline for submitting the precept request to 
the LA, the meeting arranged for 19 February was brought forward to            
15 January. 

 
 
236 Clerk’s Report 
 

General Data Protection Regulations  
The Clerk would be attending a course on the new regulations early in the 
New Year.  The new regulations were due to come into force on 25 May 2018 
and there would be heavy penalties if things were not in place. The Council 
were not registered as a Data Controller at the moment because only the 
Clerk’s and Councillors’ information was processed and under the current 
regime there was no requirement for the Council to register.  The Registration 
fee was £35.   
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237 NALC 
 

The Council noted the previously circulated information from NALC about their 
Diversity Commission. 
 

 
238 LCTP 

 
The Council noted the previously circulated information relating to training 
being offered in 2018. 
 

 
239 Any Other Business 
 

Bridge 63 
Concern was expressed about the lack of progress with the development of 
the property known as the former Bridge 63 venue.  The Clerk was asked to 
write to the owners, the LA and the District Councillors to seek an update on 
the situation. 
 
Fundraising Plan 
A question from a resident about whether the Council had a plan to raise 
additional funds for projects from alternative sources triggered a discussion 
about the possibilities. 
 
Traffic Issues in Red Rock Lane 
It was reported that the speed of traffic along Red Rock Lane was causing 
serious concerns.  Members were of the view that calming measures were 
required.  The Clerk was asked to write to the LA to ask them if they would 
look into the matter. 

 
 
240 Date of Next Meeting 
 

Monday 15 January 2018 at 6:30pm at St David’s Parish Hall. 
 
 

 
The meeting closed at 8:04 pm 

 
Chairman 


