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Minutes of a Meeting of Haigh Parish Council 
Held Monday 3 April 2017 
7:00pm St David’s Parish Rooms 
 
Present:  Councillors R Darbyshire (Chairman), G France, A Thomson, R Lawson,  
G Fairhurst, R Haworth and the Clerk, Mrs K Pilkington. 
No members of the public were present. 
 
 
 
Cllr R Darbyshire opened the meeting by extending a warm welcome to everyone 
present. 
 

 
155 Apologies for Absence 

 
Cllr J Wild. 

 
 
156 Declaration of Interests 
 

None 
 
 
Standing Orders were suspended. 
 
157      Greater Manchester Spatial Framework 
 

A welcome was extended to Mr Karl Battersby, Director of Environment, and 
Mr David Kearsley, Principal Planner – Policies & Projects, of Wigan Council. 
 
Mr Battersby had last met with the Council in October 2016.  At that meeting 
he had agreed to investigate several issues raised by the members who had 
attended.  He circulated a paper containing the outcomes of his 
investigations.  
 
Mr Kearsley provided a brief overview of the current situation in relation to the 
Greater Manchester Spatial Framework and both officers took questions. 
 
The GMSF was a Plan which was intended to cover a period lasting between 
twenty and thirty-five years and included a proposal to build 227,200 new 
dwellings in the Greater Manchester area over a twenty year period.  Wigan’s 
share was 22,500 new homes.  These figures had been arrived at following 
an exercise during which population projections for future years had been 
undertaken.  The projections had taken account of a variety of factors.  The 
aim of the whole project was to reduce the inequality between North and 
South. 
 
A survey of housing need for Wigan borough had identified a requirement of 
only 19,000 new homes over the next twenty years, but, because Wigan had 
more land available, the Council were accepting a larger allocation.  The 
project should lead to the creation of better links with Manchester.   
 
Mr Kearsley drew members’ attention to maps relating to the Wigan section of 
the project.  He informed the Council that possible sites for development had 
had to be identified.  One of those had been the site at the New Springs end 
of the Parish.   
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80% of the 22,500 new homes would be built on sites that were not part of the 
Green Belt, i.e. they would be built on brown/green field sites.  Many people 
were not aware that Green Belt was only found around major cities.  The vast 
majority of open space in the country did not consist of Green Belt and most 
building did not take place on Green Belt sites.  National policy was that 
Green Belt land should only be released for development if there were no 
other option available. 
 
In reply to a question from a member about the type of housing proposed for 
new developments locally, Mr Kearsley informed the Council that it would 
consist of a mixture. 
 
In total 25,000 representations had been received from the Greater 
Manchester area in response to the recent consultation.  Approximately 100 
representations had been received in relation to the site within the Parish.  All 
comments were being read and considered in depth and would then be 
debated by the ten principal authorities involved.  Each authority was 
responsible for considering the representations from its own area. 
 
The comments received would inform a re-drafted version of the Plan, which 
would be circulated later in the year for further consultation.  The final version 
will, hopefully, be submitted for public examination by the Government 
Inspector in 2018. 
 
In answer to a question about who selected the sites proposed for new 
development Mr Kearsley informed the Council that anyone could submit a 
site for consideration.  Very often it would be a developer, but the LA could put 
forward sites that it owned.  The land in the Parish had been submitted by the 
developer. 
 
A member observed that all the new sites appeared to be at locations where 
traffic entered narrow, busy B-roads.  Infrastructure for the plot of land in the 
Parish was discussed.  Mr Kearsley informed the Council that a master plan 
was being developed for each site and would be investigated to establish 
whether development on a particular site would be feasible. 
 
Infrastructure issues relating to the new developments in Standish were 
raised.  Mr Kearsley explained that all developers of new sites were asked to 
sign a s106 agreement which committed them to financial contributions 
towards improvements in local infrastructure.  In Standish some of this 
funding would be used to increase the size of local schools:  all schools in 
Standish had space for expansion. 
 
The GMSF was the first Plan of its type to be prepared.  The new Mayor of 
Greater Manchester would take ownership of a large part of the Plan, so it 
could change in line with the views of whoever won the election.  Finally, all 
ten principal authorities involved had to approve it. 
 
At present 40% of the workforce in Wigan commuted out of Wigan daily – the 
largest proportion in the Greater Manchester area.  The Plan presented wigan 
with an opportunity to grow and compete. 
 
The Parish Council had been included on the consultation database and 
would be informed about the next consultation.  The Parish Council could also 
put its name forward to speak on policies relation to the Plan at the Public 
Examination.  
 
The Chair thanked Mr Battersby and Mr Kearsley for their input. 
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Mr Battersby and Mr Kearsley left the meeting. 
 
It was agreed that the contents of the paper circulated by Mr Battersby would 
be an agenda item at the next meeting.  Some of the information provided 
needed clarification, particularly the reference to funding from the Parish 
Council towards the costs of maintenance of the windmill. 

 
 
158      Matters Introduced by Members of the Public 
 

There were no matters raised by members of the public. 
 
Standing Orders were reinstated. 
 
 
159     Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council Held on  
           20 February 2017 
 

Resolved:  The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 
Monday, 20 February 2017 were agreed to be a true and correct record. 
 

            Proposed:   Cllr R Lawson                Seconded:   Cllr R Darbyshire 
 

  
160      Matters Arising 

 
Double Yellow Lines in School Lane  
A member questioned the assertion made by Mr Battersby in his circular 
about the enforcement of double yellow lines on access roads to Haigh 
Country Park.  According to Mr Battersby’s paper the access roads were 
subject to a Traffic Regulation Order and the yellow lines were enforced all 
the time.  This was contrary to what the Council had been told in the past, i.e. 
that they would only be enforced at events times.  The member had 
discussed the yellow lines and their enforcement with Keith Bergmann of 
Inspiring Healthy Lifestyles.  The member’s observations were that they were 
not really being enforced at all.  The Clerk would write to Mr Battersby to ask 
him to clarify the position with regard to the enforcement of the yellow lines. 
 

 
161      Planning Applications 

  
Members noted the application for outline planning permission for a 
development of 149 homes on the Hovis site in Cale Lane.  
 

 
162 Members’ Details on Wigan Council Website 

 
The Clerk had contacted Democratic Services at the LA about the matter of 
including members’ contact details on their website and had been told that 
there was a legal requirement for members’ Registers of Interests to be 
displayed on the LA’s website.  These contained members’ addresses.  
Because members were in public office their addresses also had to be 
displayed on the face of the website.  Members’ addresses could only be 
omitted from the public domain on request if a member had experienced 
vandalism, bullying or intimidation.  The advisor at LALC had corroborated 
this. 
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163 Statement for Wigan Council Website 
 

A proposal for a statement about what the Parish Council did which was 
intended for publication on the Wigan Council website was discussed.             
A member asked whether the statement represented terms of reference for 
the Council and whether it was consistent with other documents.  This led to a 
discussion about the purpose and functions of the Parish Council and other 
information that would need to be included on the LA’s website. 
 
Resolved:  The proposed statement about what the Parish Council did was 
approved for publication on the Wigan Council website. 

 
 
164 Map of Parish Boundary 

  
A map of the Parish provided by Cllr J Wild had been previously circulated 
and was received.  A recent and more detailed version had still to be sourced. 

 
 
165 Risk Assessment of Meeting Room & Meetings 

 
The risk assessment of meetings at St David’s Parish Hall was reviewed. 
Resolved:  The risk assessment of meetings at St David’s Parish Hall was 
approved. 

 
 
166 LALC Newsletter (March) 
 

The March edition of LALC’s newsletter was received and its contents were 
noted. 

 
 
167 LALC Annual Conference 
 

Information relating to LALC’s Annual (Spring) Conference and booking forms 
were received.  The Conference was due to take place on 13 May and places 
for councillors from member councils were free.  In reply to a question about 
how to book a place members were advised that they could complete the 
booking form and forward it to LALC themselves. 

 
 
168 LCTP Planning Workshop 
 

Information about LCTP’s workshop on Planning and booking forms were 
received and noted. 

 
 
169 Standards Committee 
 

Members noted the following information sent by the Manager of Democratic 
Services at Wigan Council: 
 
1. There was no longer a statutory requirement to have co-opted members 

appointed to the Standards Committee.  However, the Council had chosen 
to retain 2 co-opted Members on the Standards Committee to represent 
the parish councils and they were paid a standard Co-optee’s Allowance 
of £547 plus £45 per half day or £90 per day when sitting on a Standards 
Sub-Committee. 
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2. As noted, the Localism Act 2011 had changed the nature and work of the 
Standards Committee. The logic for the standard Co-optee’s Allowance 
was not as strong as it once was, as there were fewer actual meetings of 
the Standards Committee and the main focus of the 2 Parish Council Co-
optees was when they sat on a Standards Sub-Committee in hearing 
complaints against other parish councillors - an area of work that could be 
variable. 
 

3. Consequently, the Independent Remuneration Panel had recommended 
that the standard Co-optee’s Allowance of £547 per year currently paid to 
the 2 Parish Council Co-optees on the Standards Committee should be 
discontinued from 1 April 2017. 

 
4. The Panel had further recommended that the 2 Parish Council Co-optees 

should continue to receive a variable Co-optee’s Allowance for when they 
sat on a Standards Committee Sub-Committee to determine complaints 
but reset it at the Wigan mean daily salary for all full time employees 
resident in Wigan at £114 per day or £57 per half day with effect from 1 
April 2017, subject to any indexation applied from 1 April 2017 for the next 
4 years. 

 
The Democratic Services Manager had also made the Council aware that the 
Panel had recommended the merging of the Audit and Standards Committees 
and she would be looking at the makeup of the joint Committee in the near 
future. 
 

 
170 FOI Publication Scheme 
 

The FOI Publication Scheme and the schedule of information available from 
the Council were reviewed. 
 
Resolved:  The FOI Publication Scheme and the schedule of information 
available from the Council were approved. 

 
Proposed:   Cllr R Lawson                Seconded:   Cllr R Darbyshire 
 

Cllr R Haworth left the meeting. 
 

 
171 Review of Financial Regulations 
 

The Council reviewed the Financial Regulations.  One amendment was made 
to s1.5:  references to the 2011 regulations were changed to those of 2015. 
 
Resolved:  The amended Financial Regulations were approved.  They would 
be reviewed again in 2021. 

 
 
172 Appointment of External Auditor 2017-22 
 

Resolved:  PFK Littlejohn LLP were appointed as External Auditors for 
financial years 2017-2022. 
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173 Accounts 2016/17 
 

 Income 
None  
  
Expenditure 

 
 

Resolved:  The above items were approved for payment. 
 
Balance at bank on 28 February 2017             =          £6,548.25 

 
The following prior payments had not been presented as at 28 February 2017: 
St David’ Haigh & Aspull PCC      =     £40.00  (invoices for Dec & Feb not  
                                                                          Yet received) 
HMRC                                          =   £306.56 
Royal British Legion                     =   £100.00  and £25 
CPRE                                           =     £40.00 
Employee No.1’s salary               =   £306.56 
K Pilkington (expenses)               =     £11.60 

 
Estimated Balance at bank after the above expenditure  
(including all of the above prior unpresented payments)     =          £5,099.24 
 

 
174 Jo Cox Foundation 
 

The contents of a letter from Brendan Cox on behalf of the Jo Cox Foundation 
were noted.  The main focus of the letter was an invitation to local 
communities throughout the country to take part in ‘The Great Get Together’ 
by holding events on 17 and 18 June to commemorate the late Jo Cox MP 
and celebrate what everyone has in common. 

 
 
175 Clerk’s Report 
 

The Clerk reported that she had written to Mr Frobisher, the agent for the 
Hampson Estate, about the obstruction caused by cars parking in the 
driveway between the entrance gate to the industrial site in Leyland Mill Lane 
and the main road, but had not yet received a reply. 

 
 
176 Any Other Business 

 
Paper Circulated by Director of Environment 
The contents of the paper would be part of an agenda item at the next Council 
meeting.  Members queried the reference in the paper to the Parish Council’s 
having a responsibility for making annual contributions to a fund intended for 
the maintenance of the windmill.  The Clerk would investigate this. 

No PAYEE NARRATIVE NET VAT PAYMENT 

1 LALC Annual subscription £129.05  N/A £129.05 

2 Employee No.1 
Salary (February & 
March) 

£306.56  N/A £306.56 

3 HMRC Tax (Dec to March) £153.28  N/A £153.28 

4 K Pilkington Mileage, postage £  10.40  N/A £  10.40 

5 
St David’s Haigh & Aspull 
PCC 

Room rent (April) £  20.00  N/A £  20.00 

 Total:    £619.29    N/A            £619.29 
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177 Dates & Venues of Next Meetings 
  

It was agreed that most meetings would continue to take place at St David’s 
Parish Hall.  However, arrangements were to be made for the meeting in 
September to be held in the School Room in the Kitchen Courtyard at Haigh 
Hall. 
 
 

178 Date of Next Meeting 
 

Monday 22 May 2017 at St David’s Parish Hall:  

 Annual Parish Meeting at 6:30pm 

 Annual Meeting of the Council at 7pm 

 Ordinary Meeting of the Council at 7:10pm  
 
 

 
The meeting closed at 9:04 pm 

 
Chairman 


