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Minutes of a Meeting of Haigh Parish Council 
Held Monday 11 September 2017 
7pm The Stables Courtyard Classroom, Haigh Hall 
 
Present:  Councillors R Lawson (Vice Chairman), G France, A Thomson,                  
G Fairhurst, R Howarth and the Clerk, Mrs K Pilkington. 
Two members of the public were present. 
 
 
 

 
198 Welcome by the Chairman 
 

Cllr R Lawson took the Chair and opened the meeting.   
Cllr Dr R Howarth thanked the Council for the expressions of sympathy he 
had received following his recent bereavement. 

 
 
199     Apologies for Absence 
 

Cllrs R Darbyshire and J Wild. 
 
 
200     Declaration of Interests 
 

None. 
 
 
201     Matters Introduced by Members of the Public 
 

There were no matters introduced by members of the public. 
 
 
202     Minutes of the Meetings of the Council Held on 22 May 2017 
 

Amendments to minutes 180 and 182:  ‘2017’ to read ‘2018’. 
 
Resolved:  Subject to the above amendments, the Minutes of the Annual and 
Ordinary Meetings of the Council held on Monday, 22 May 2017 were agreed 
to be a true and correct record. 

 
 
203     Matters Arising 

 
There were no matters arising. 
 

 
204     Planning Applications 

  

A/17/84095/LB and 
A/17/84096/HH 

1 Lakeside 
Cottages, Standish, 
Wigan,  
WN1 2UU 

Listed building 
consent to extend 
dwellinghouse first 
floor to rear with roof 
terrace and single 
storey to rear 

The Clerk 
would write to 
the Planning 
Department to 
raise general 
concerns about 
the criteria 
used to protect 
GII listed 
buildings. 
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A/17/84189/HH 1A Copperas 
Cottages, Copperas 
Lane, Haigh, 
Wigan, WN2 1PA 

To extend single 
storey to rear – 
approved with 
conditions 

Noted 

A/17/84027/HH Haigh Cottage, Hall 
Lane, Wigan,  
WN1 2SE 

To extend 
dwellinghouse single 
storey to rear – 
approved with 
conditions 

Noted* 

A/17/84224/HH Glassbrooks 
Cottage, Red Rock 
Lane, Haigh, 
Wigan, WN2 1LZ 

Erection of detached 
two storey 
outbuilding – 
approved with 
conditions 

Noted* 

A/17/84297/LUCP Red Rock Lodge, 
Red Rock Lane, 
Haigh, Wigan, 
WN1 2UW 

Certificate of 
lawfulness for a 
proposed use as a 
C3(b) dwellinghouse 
with element of care 
- granted 

Noted 

A/17/84328/HH The Old Station 
House, Red Rock 
Lane, Haigh, 
Wigan, WN2 1UW 

Relocation of 
existing driveway 
gate columns to 
create wider opening 
for installation of 
power assisted 
gates 

Noted 

A/17/84392/RET 1 Gothic Cottages, 
School Lane, 
Haigh, Wigan, WN2 
1PD 

To retain timber shed 
at rear 

Noted 

A/17/83640/FULL Rothwell’s Stud, 
Sennicar Lane, 
Wigan, WN1 2SN 

To erect a two storey 
key worker’s 
dwellinghouse with 
associated access** 

Following 
consultation 
with 
members, a 
representation 
was sent to 
the Planning 
Officer 
concerned 
over the 
Summer.  The 
application 
had yet to be 
determined. 

 
*It was observed that owners of neighbouring properties had not been 
consulted directly about these properties.  The Clerk would raise concerns 
about this with the Planning Department. 

 
 
205 Haigh Windmill 

 

The Director of Economy  & Environment at the LA had replied with answers 
to the Parish Council’s questions about Haigh Windmill in July.  He had found 
it difficult to get the full background to it as people had left and very little 
paperwork had been found. 
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He had established that Wigan Council owned the windmill and its footprint, 
but not the field in which it was located.  The LA had the right of way across 
the field.  It appeared that no one inspected the windmill. 
 
The minutes of two Council meetings in 2009 indicated that the Parish Council 
had agreed to set aside funds annually towards repairs to the windmill and 
that The Friends of Haigh Windmill had passed on their remaining funds to the 
Parish Council for this purpose. 
 
The Parish Council’s financial records showed that the amount set aside 
annually in a reserve had been £50 and that the amount handed over by The 
Friends of Haigh Windmill had been £217.85.  The total in the Reserve now 
stood at £700.  This figure was based on records that indicated that the 
reserve had been £300 in 2009/10 and that £50 had bee added to it annually 
(including 2017/18). 
 
The matter was discussed. 
 
Resolved:  The Clerk would obtain a quote for the cost of a condition survey 
and for the sails to be turned. 

 

 
206 Rights of Way 
 

Issues relating to the footpaths within the Parish – such as those with the 
access through FP18, which was still blocked by the electric gates installed by 
the owner of Bawk House – and Wigan Local Access Forum were discussed.  
The LA’s map of the footpaths did not reflect the current situation and needed 
updating – no work appeared to have been carried out in this area.   
 
The surface of the footpaths belonged to the LA, who were responsible for 
their maintenance.  However, in the case of FP18, there had been no 
maintenance since the route had been blocked. 
 
Resolved:  The Clerk would write to the Rights of Way Officer to again raise 
the issue of the gates belonging to Bawk House.  Copies of the letter would be 
sent to the LA’s CEO, the district councillors and the MP.  The Clerk would 
also extend an invitation to Terrin Turner, the Chair of Wigan Local Access 
Forum, to attend a future Parish Council meeting. 
 

 
207 Internal Audit Report & Action Plan 2016/17 

 
The Internal Auditor’s report for the 2016/17 financial year was received and 
discussed and the Action Plan was considered. 
 
Resolved:  The Internal Audit Report and Action Plan 2016/17 were accepted 
and approved.  

 
 
208 External Audit Report & Action Plan 2016/17 

 
The External Audit Report had not yet been received.  It would be displayed 
on the website as soon as it had arrived. 

 
 
209 Equal Opportunities Policy 
 

The previously circulated Equal Opportunities Policy was considered. 
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Resolved:  The Equal Opportunities Policy was approved. 
 
 
210 Procedure for Dealing with a Casual Vacancy 
 

The previously circulated Procedure for Dealing with a Casual Vacancy was 
considered. 
 
Resolved:  The Procedure for Dealing with a Casual Vacancy was approved. 

 
 
211 Accounts 2017/18 
 

Income  =  £nil 
 

Expenditure 

 
 

Resolved:  The above items were approved for payment. 
 
Balance at bank on 30 June 2017             =          £7,680.50 
 
The following prior payments had not been presented as at 30 June 2017: 
HMRC                                          =      £306.56 and £153.28 
Royal British Legion                     =      £25 
TOTAL                                          =     £484.84 
 
Estimated Balance at bank after the above expenditure  
(including all of the above prior unpresented payments)     =          £6,446.11 

 
 
212 Budget Monitoring 2017/18 

 
In future budget monitoring spreadsheets would be prepared for meetings in 
September, December and April.   

 
 
213 Preliminary Preparation of 2018/19 Budget 
 

Possibilities for the budget for 2018/19 were discussed.  The costs of the 
condition survey of the windmill and turning the sails would need to be 
included.  Additional funding for these activities would probably need to be 
sourced elsewhere. 

 
 
214 Clerk’s Report 
 

The Clerk’s report was received.  See Appendix A. 
 

 
 
 

No PAYEE NARRATIVE NET VAT PAYMENT 

10 Ian Cropper Internal audit £  75.00  N/A £  75.00 

11 Employee No.1 Salary (June, July & August) (net) £459.84  N/A £459.84 

12 K Pilkington Mileage, postage £  23.11  N/A £  23.11 

13 HMRC Tax £191.60  N/A   £191.60 

 Total:  £749.55  N/A   £749.55 
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215 LALC 
 

Information about the LALC’s Annual General Meeting was noted. 
 
 

216 LCTP 
 
Information received about workshop provision was noted. 
 

 
217 Any Other Business 
 

Remembrance Sunday 
Arrangements for Remembrance Sunday were discussed. 
 
Resolved:  The wreath would be ordered through Aspull Royal British Legion 
Club and the Parish Council would make a donation of £100.  If she were 
available, the Chairman would lay the wreath.  If she were not available, the 
wreath would be laid by the Vice Chairman. 
 
Parish Council Newsletter 
The possibility of publishing and distributing a newsletter was discussed and it 
was agreed that the estimated costs involved in doing so could not be 
justified. 
 
Litter Collection and Maintenance of Verges/Hedges on Hall Lane 
It was reported that there had been difficulties in persuading the LA to honour 
a previous written commitment made via ‘Greenspaces’ to maintain sections 
of Hall Lane not under the responsibility of the residents.  During the meeting 
it was established that the LA was maintaining some of the other roads on the 
Haigh Estate where it had a similar responsibility (i.e. Higher Lane, New 
Road, Copperas Lane and School Lane). 

 
 
218 Dates of Meetings 2018 
 

The proposed dates of meetings in 2018 were discussed.  The date of the 
meeting in April was changed from Monday the 9th to Monday the 16th. 
 
Resolved:  Subject to the above amendment, the dates of meetings in 2018 
were approved. 

 
 
219 Date of Next Meeting 
 

Monday 4 December 2017 at 6:30pm at St David’s Parish Hall. 
 
 

 
The meeting closed at 8:30 pm 

 
Chairman 


