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Welcome

The Leader’s column
the significant progress made with
projects to improve our major town
centres.

Welcome to the Spring 2021 edition
of Borough Life.
At this time of year when it’s traditional
to think of new beginnings, I’m sure
we’re all hoping for life to return to
normal as soon as possible.

We have an updated gift guide section
so if you’re looking for something
special to share with a loved one at
Easter time, please take a look and
continue to support our local economy.

The last few months have been
challenging for all of us in a variety of
ways and we still have a way to go.
But with the progress being made
on the rollout of the vaccine - please
see page 26 for all the latest - we are
starting to see light at the end of the
tunnel.
It is vital we all keep adhering to the
public health guidelines, let’s not undo
any of the hard work that has got us to
this point, so we can look forward with
optimism.
In this edition we will cast our minds
back to view the extraordinary nature of
the last 12 months.
We highlight the work of those who
have helped to keep us safe and also
embrace the ways we have all adapted.

Borough Life is published by Wigan Council
and distributed to all households in the
borough. This edition was published on
8th March 2021. The magazine is printed
on paper from renewable resources. It is
written, edited and designed by Wigan
Council’s Public Relations Team.
If you are a resident of Wigan Borough
but haven’t had a copy of Borough Life
delivered through your letterbox, view it
online at
www.wigan.gov.uk/boroughlife
For all the latest updates straight to your
phone, sign up to the weekly My Wigan
Borough email update. Visit:
www.wigan.gov.uk/boroughlife
For general comments email:
boroughlife@wigan.gov.uk

You can also read on page 4 how we
plan to have a permanent tribute to the
frontline workers who have shown such
dedication and commitment.
Taking centre-stage is an in-depth look
at how the borough’s emerging music
scene is leading a cultural revolution.
We have spoken to those who are
playing a role both back and front of
stage to ensure this exciting movement
continues to strike the right chord.
Elsewhere, we have encouraging
updates on our Support, Shop and
Spend Local and Community Wealth
Building campaigns and the latest on

As ever, all that remains for me to say
is to please continue to be kind to one
another and don’t forget to Wash your
hands, Wear a face covering and Watch
your distance.
Best laid plans have changed because
of Covid-19 but we can still collectively
make the best of 2021 and play an
important role in our borough’s
recovery.

Cllr David Molyneux
Leader, Wigan Council

On the cover
Ahh spring time; the longer days, blooming
flowers and sunshine. It’s the perfect time of
year for a bright and uplifting cover shot to
represent all that seasonal optimism.
But while we’re looking ahead, we’ve also
tried to give a nod back to the previous 12
months with some references to key events.
Can you spot them?

Whenever you see this icon,
you know there’s more to see
As usual, this edition of Borough Life is bursting with
great stories, eye-catching images and handy tips.
So much so in fact that we have a whole bunch of extra
content that didn’t make it in.
All is not lost though, as you can see all this bonus material
by following this link: www.wigan.gov.uk/BoroughLifePlus
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Our Town’s Got
Christmas Spirit
Christmas may have been a bit different
to what we’re used to, but festive spirit
was shining bright on one street in
particular.
King William Street in Tyldesley was
named the Our Town Most Christmassy
Street after a public vote.
“Throughout lockdown, our group
of residents has become closer,” said
local resident Joanne Larter. “Everyone
contributed to a pot to buy the lights. It
took four months to organise, they have
brightened up our community.”

Election time
Following a Covid-19 enforced break
last year, the GM Mayor and local
elections will take place on Thursday,
May 6.
Plans are in place to ensure the polls
take place safely but if you do not feel
comfortable voting in person this year,
take advantage of the opportunity to
vote by post or proxy.
Make sure you are registered to vote by
April 19 and request a postal or proxy
vote application as soon as possible.
For more information, visit:
www.wigan.gov.uk/elections

Permanent
honour for
key-workers
The health and social care
heroes who have given
so much to the pandemic
response are to be honoured
this year.

KEY-WORKERS
ALL HEALTH,
SOCIAL CARE
AND FRONTLINE
STAFF

Stars will be laid on Believe
Square, Wigan, and outside
Leigh Town Hall, as a
permanent tribute to their
dedication.
Leader of Wigan Council,
Councillor David Molyneux, said:
“When the time is right we will lay
this honour – their commitment
and dedication throughout these
unprecedented times have been
awe-inspiring and deserves to be
remembered for generations to come.”

The stars will represent all health,
social care and frontline staff.
Alison Mckenzie-Folan, chief executive
of Wigan Council, said: “I am so proud
of how our borough pulled together
this year with kindness, courage and
community spirit.
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Summer of
speedway

The tournament will take place over
three days from Friday July 30 to
Sunday August 1.

It’s not just the Rugby League
World Cup and the Women’s Euro
Championships coming to the borough.

The European Championships have
been held on a bi-annual basis since
1994 and the club hopes its successful
bid to become hosts will encourage
more residents to take up the sport.

The 2021 European Cycle Speedway
Championships will be hosted by the
Astley and Tyldesley Cycling Club, it
has been announced.

To get involved visit:
www.astleycyclespeedway.org.uk

Inspirational doctor
remembered
A doctor dedicated to inspiring women
in Wigan Borough will have a heritage
plaque installed at her former home on
Mesnes Park Terrace.
Original Wigan Borough Soroptimist,
Dr Muriel Haigh, is this year’s Blue
Plaque recipient, an annual privilege
commemorating a link between an
influential person in history and a
location.
In 1927, Muriel was the
first female doctor
in Wigan Borough
to open her own
GP practice
and practised
medicine over a
formidable career
that spanned more
than four decades.

Training boost for health workforce
Wigan and Leigh College has secured
a funding boost from central
government that will help it provide
career training to the next generation
of healthcare staff.
The £800k project will see part of the
Centre for Advanced Technical Studies
in Wigan town centre refurbished to
help deliver the T-Level.

It is part of a team approach between
the college, Wrightington, Wigan and
Leigh NHS Trust, Wigan Council and
Edge Hill University to boost career
opportunities in health, social care and
education sectors.
To view a series of videos explaining
about the T-Level courses, visit Wigan
and Leigh College’s YouTube channel.
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grassroots groups,
social enterprise
and businesses.

Ambitious tree
planting plans
branching out
across the
borough
A total of 34,000 trees are
set to be planted across
the borough in the next few
months as Wigan Council
takes the next big step in
its biggest ever planting
programme.
Officers have identified 12.98
hectares of land across the
borough, including in Lilford
Park (pictured) as potential
planting sites, part of a new

initiative in partnership with
City of Trees.
Funding from the
government’s Nature for
Climate grant, secured by
City of Trees in partnership
with the council, means
up to 115 hectares of new
planting across Greater
Manchester will take place equivalent of up to 230,000
trees for the city region.
A key part of the borough’s
climate change strategy
unveiled last year, council
bosses have pledged to plant
one million trees by the end
of 2030.

Recovery fund
and free parking
A £2m recovery fund for
grassroots groups has
been agreed as part of the
council’s plans for this year.
Approved in March, the
2021/22 budget also includes
a pledge to create 100
apprenticeship and graduate
roles and the continuation
of the free weekend parking
scheme in Wigan and Leigh
town centres.
The recovery fund is
designed to support

It’s all in line with
the council’s
Community
Wealth Building
principles, helping
organisations
across a range
of sectors to bounce back
following lockdown.
In addition to the
apprenticeships, there
are also plans to increase
opportunities for new
careers and training in the
health and social care sector.
Free weekend parking
applies to council owned
car parks in Wigan and Leigh
town centres and has been in
place for several years.
For maps of car park
locations, visit www.wigan.
gov.uk/carparks

Borough Life / Spring 2021

7

News in Brief

First steps
toward a
school wildlife
haven
The first of 350 trees
have been planted by
schoolchildren as part of
a project that will see a
mini sanctuary created for
wildlife and wildflowers.
Large stretches of unused
and run-down land are
being transformed at Twelve
Apostles School in Westleigh
as Wigan Council looks to
accelerate its Naturalising
The Borough ambitions.
The aim is to transform
an area to the southern
boundary of the school’s KS1

playground into a wildlife
corridor by connecting the
green space of the western
end of the school grounds to
the wildlife area to the east.
Headteacher Sheenagh
Newton said: “The children
and staff are really excited
about this project and
appreciative of the support
and funding. This will be a
wonderful opportunity for
our children and look great
for all the local residents.
“Not only will it lead to
better outdoor spaces for
everyone, especially our
children, it will help to
combat climate change
and enhance biodiversity,
and improved mental and
physical health for all.”

Leisure switchover
Leisure and wellbeing services – such as
gyms, parks and leisure centres – run by
Inspiring healthy lifestyles (Ihl) will be
managed by Wigan Council from April.
The two organisations reached an
agreement at the start of this year to
safeguard jobs.

Choose to challenge
The borough celebrated International
Women’s Day (IWD) in March with
the help of a talented bunch of
schoolchildren.

Young people were encouraged to
make dream catchers, to represent
their hopes for the future.
The theme for IWD was Choose to
Challenge, emphasising the need to
stand up to gender bias.

Pupils at St George’s Central CE Primary
School in Tyldesley (pictured above)
starred in a video outlining their career
aspirations.

Female leaders from the borough also
held a question and answer session
discussing equality.

It highlighted that everyone can do
any job they choose to, regardless
of gender.

To find out more about the
IWD campaign visit:
www.wigan.gov.uk/equality
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The centre
of attention
Exciting plans for The Galleries
in Wigan town centre have
taken a huge stride forward
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In December, development
partners Cityheart and Beijing
Construction Engineering Group
International (BCEGI) were
awarded the contract for the
redevelopment of The Galleries
shopping centre. Collectively they
are Galleries25.
We caught up with Warren and
Aaron, two of its main figures,
to tell us more.

1. Why Cityheart and BCEGI?
Aaron: Cityheart and BCEGI share the
same vision in redeveloping Wigan
town centre to create a new residential,
retail and leisure destination.

Warren Taylor, Director at Cityheart

We’re committed to supporting
local supply chains and ensuring this
transformational project is created for
the people of Wigan, by the people
of Wigan.
2. Has the plan for redevelopment
been finalised?
Warren: We’re working hard with
council partners to finalise more
detailed plans and the public will be
invited to comment on the planning
application, which we aim to submit
later this year. In the meantime, we’ve
invited those with any queries to visit
our website www.Galleries25.com

Aaron Adams, Construction Director at BCEGI

Aaron: We called the project
‘Galleries25’ because it’s our goal
to complete the redevelopment by
2025 and our team is being driven
by that deadline.
We know this is ambitious, but we
also know the importance of this
project to the community and the
wider economy, so we’re ready to
hit the ground running!
3. How will you support local
businesses?
Aaron: The construction alone will
create around 475 jobs, including 25
apprentices annually, provide work
experience and educational visits and

will support the local supply chain
through a spend of £52m. A key part of
the tender process was proving how we
would give back to the community and
support local businesses.
Being born in Tyldesley and living in
Wigan Borough, I’m very proud to be
part of a team that is committed to
supporting the local community and
I’m also excited about being involved
in a project that will transform my
hometown.
4. What other redevelopment projects
have you worked on?
Warren: Cityheart has a 15-year track
record of successfully delivering
significant projects across the country
and we’ve worked almost exclusively
with the public sector.
Recent schemes include transforming
Bishop’s Stortford town centre and
large-scale student accommodation in
places like Bangor, Gloucestershire and
Herefordshire, as well as other town
centre residential redevelopments in
the North West such as in Stockport
town centre.
Aaron: In addition to Galleries25, BCEGI
is part of the joint venture on the £1bn
Airport City project in Manchester.
We’re also delivering a number of
multi-million pound mixed-use
neighbourhood schemes, residential
developments and town centre
transformation projects in places
like Salford, Liverpool, Bolton and
Middlesbrough.
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Timeline
2020

Galleries 25 appointed

2021

Planning application
submitted

2022

Demolition works commence

2023

Construction begins

2024

New market hall and
residential offer opens

2025

Completed development
unveiled

Galleries25
Evening entertainment space
A new hotel
New market hall
460 strong car park
450+ residential units
A multi-media centre:
- Multi-screen cinema
- Music and E-sports venue
- 10 lane bowling alley
- Indoor mini golf
- Food and beverage units

To read a blog by Becca
Heron, Wigan Council’s
director for economy,
about Galleries 25, visit:
bit.ly/Gall25blog
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Embracing culture, sport and heritage

Past, present
and future

With its extensive records dating
back 800 years, events of the past
are the usual focus for the borough’s
archives and local studies service.

culmination of a long process, and he
can’t wait to welcome the public, once
restrictions are lifted.

But with a major makeover project
nearing completion, it is a fresh chapter
of history claiming the spotlight.

He said: “It’s massively exciting for all
of our team, the researchers and the
volunteers to be able to move into this
new 21st century home.

Following a Covid-related delay last
year, the new home of the archives at
Leigh Town Hall is ready to showcase its
bold new look.

“Compared to the old facilities, it’s
a complete sea-change. We have
increased capacity and everything is
far more accessible for the public.”

It will make the details of how our
borough has been shaped through
the centuries more accessible than
ever before.

The archives service collects, preserves
and catalogues thousands of records
from schools, churches, hospitals,
businesses, families, estates and
individuals making them available to
the public.

There will be a public search
room alongside museum and
exhibition spaces.
The project - supported through The
National Lottery Heritage Fund - also
sees old shop units restored to create
new archive and exhibition spaces.
For Alex Miller, the council’s lead officer
for archives and local studies, it is the

The new facilities include a new
conservation studio and a digitisation
suite to help make historical documents
more accessible.
A further feature on the entire
Leigh Town Hall project will be
included in the Summer 2021
edition of Borough Life.

For information on when the new
facilities will reopen to the public,
follow Wigan Council’s social media
channels.

@WiganCouncil
WiganCouncilOnline
For forthcoming events, activities
and volunteering opportunities visit
archives.wigan.gov.uk
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Time to
Be-Leigh-ve
Projects linking the town centre,
Pennington Flash and LSV are creating a
dream team
Initial artists impression of the youth hub

At Leigh Sports Village (LSV), plans
are underway to create a youth hub
with extra facilities for the wider
community.
And only slightly more than a 40-20 kick
away, Pennington Flash is also set for a
makeover.
It’s all linked with Believe in Leigh - a
multi-million pound council investment
project - and Leigh’s Strategic
Regeneration Framework (SRF),
a long-term transformation plan.
Consultations with young people will
start soon on how the new facility at the
LSV will shape up.
Several ideas are under consideration,
including options for an enterprise and
skills centre.

The next two years are shaping up
to be memorable in more ways than
one for Leigh.
Not only will the town host the Rugby
League World Cup and the UEFA
Women’s European Championships,
there’s also the return of Super League
rugby for the Centurions.
So there’s no better time to see
several development schemes
coming together, matching priorities
highlighted by residents.

Simon Toon, chief executive of LSV,
says the development will be a massive
boost for the town and will provide
extra training facilities for elite athletes.
“We’re proud that LSV is at heart of
our community and these facilities will
cater for young people, those looking to
develop new skills and also offer more
options for Leigh Centurions and the
Manchester United women’s side, who
are already based here.
“The next two years are massive with us
hosting those two major tournaments
and the return of Super League rugby;
this latest announcement will help us
build a legacy for years to come.”
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An environment to be proud of
Over at Pennington Flash, a new
visitor centre and a package of
improvement works are part of £1.6m
makeover plans.
The nature reserve – renowned for its
glorious views, impressive park and
diverse wildlife – is just on the outskirts
of Leigh town centre and a source of a
great deal of local pride.
Designs under consideration include
a modular style building housing a
cafe with internal seating and outside
decking areas.

Lesser Redpoll

Grey Heron

Funding has been secured for a
woodland play area and improved toilet
and parking facilities are also tabled
with a view of improving the entire
visitor experience to this important site.

Cafe and toilets
Bird hides

Visitors may have already noticed
a fresh set of signs, helping you to
navigate through the network of
footpaths and highlighting connections
with LSV and the town centre.

Believe in Leigh has already seen
improvement projects delivered in
Leigh town centre, such as better
CCTV provision, street furniture and
environmental works.

Once finalised, the SRF, which
has recently been out to public
consultation, will be officially adopted
by the council, which will give the local
authority a stronger business case
when bidding for future funding and
resources.

For more information visit:
leightowncentre.commonplace.
is/about or www.wigan.gov.uk/
BelieveinLeigh
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A year like
no other
We look back through the last 12 months and
the teamwork that has carried us through

Artwork designed by Ella, 17, from the BYOU youth group, to express
how we both miss but also fear the touch of others during lockdown.
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ourselves to haircuts ready for the
social gatherings we hoped might be
just around the corner.

At the start of spring
2020, we could not
have imagined the year
that was to come.

Children started to return to primary
schools. We met family and friends
in gardens. Playgrounds, libraries,
museums, and outdoor spaces reopened, and wildlife flourished.

The possibility of a
global pandemic was
starting to dominate
news bulletins as the
virus moved gradually
closer to home.

The impact of the first wave of the
pandemic was still evident, however.

Terms like ‘lockdown’
and ‘self-isolation’
started to become
regular conversation
topics.
Like an unwelcome
visitor, Covid-19
arrived, made
itself at home and
wouldn’t leave.

Nearly all of us knew someone who had
been ill. Many of us knew someone who
had been in hospital. Some of us had
loved ones who had died.
Alison McKenzie-Folan visiting
a resident identified
through their local hub in spring
last year

This time last year we were getting to
grips with quickly-changing national
guidance and the closure of facilities so
important in our daily lives; markets,
gyms, libraries, shops and officers.
Suddenly, our communities included
those facing job losses as industries
shut down, businesses being forced to
adapt and our most vulnerable advised
to shield.
Wigan Council launched a fivepoint plan that focused on health,
community, business, partnership
working and communication.
Eight hubs were created to support
those who needed help, from providing
food, support with bill payments or
even a friendly voice on the end of
the phone.

Care homes launched a resilience plan
and council teams administered a loans
scheme and discretionary fund to help
small businesses.

Face coverings became mandatory
and we offered support to our
education settings through the
disruption of cancelled exams and
their impact on results.
Some of the most anticipated events in
our social calendar went digital for the
first time – such as Wigan Pride.

Our homeless population was moved
quickly into accommodation where
they could socially distance.

It might not have been quite the
same as a live event, but 10,000
people tuned in.

A Covid-19 response team was set
up to engage with residents - they
have since averaged 540 miles each
week on foot. Website pages listing
the comprehensive support networks
available for those struggling with their
mental health were also created.

Autumn arrived with a fresh outlook
but new restrictions soon burst the
bubble as a more contagious strain of
the virus arrived.

Summer brought an unexpected
heatwave and with it a sense of
optimism. Lockdown restrictions were
eased, and we treated

Public assistance increased; test and
trace support payments became live,
helping lower income families to selfisolate.

A call-out for volunteers was answered
emphatically with 1,500 council staff
and members of the public coming
forward.
Schools opened for vulnerable and
key workers’ children and somehow
balanced this with delivering their
programmes of online learning.
Council youth services worked in
partnership with Wigan Youth Zone
and ran activities to ease the pressure
on foster carers.
Redeploye

parc
f sorting food
d council staf

els at the Leig

h Community

hub
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Professor Kate Ardern, Director for
Public Health, launched a live Q and A
session each fortnight, to help answer
important questions.
A new domestic abuse helpline, which
the council had introduced just three
months ago with charity partners
DIAS and the Well Women Centre, had
already offered 650 hours of support.
And Wellfest, the borough’s first online
mental health and wellbeing festival,
went ahead.
Winter brought with it weather
warnings as if our list of things to worry
about wasn’t long enough.
Unfortunately, we pinned our hopes on
the ‘Five Day Christmas Bubble’, which
was never to come.
The welfare support offer,
for those who needed help
to buy food and pay bills,
was expanded.

The beautiful floral installation by the
Cherry Gardens Community Group

And now, as we mark a
year of living with Covid,
the arrival of vaccines is
offering hope.

can make it hard to be optimistic
about the future.

We’ve lived through a moment
in history, a period that will
fill pages of school books for
decades to come.
Perhaps we’ve learned new
things, such as how to manage
our lives online, or what our
neighbour’s surname is, or that
it’s okay to accept help from
others because one day they will
probably need to ask for yours.

March 2020
Lockdown
1, five-point
plan launched,
800 resident
volunteers
come forward

April
Open for
Business
database,
What’s On At
Home and
Carry on
Colouring
competition
starts

cheer to
ings Christmas
’s Frost Fest br
cil
Scholes
un
in
Co
ion
n
at
iga
W
ered accommod
elt
sh
t
ur
Co
y
Regenc

Some of us have lost jobs, businesses,
loved ones, meaning that our lives will
never be quite the same again. That

May
Financial help
for businesses
distributed,
council tax
support
ramped up,
VE Day marked
at home

June
Shops and
markets
reopen, Wigan
Pride goes
digital

After the Spanish flu pandemic in 1918
came the ‘Roaring 20s’ when people
craved and created opportunities to
laugh, dance, enjoy theatre, eat food,
play music and most importantly, be
together in communities.
History has shown us that whatever
we’re feeling now; hope, despair, loss,
loneliness, or boredom, this time will
pass, and better times, we hope,
will follow.

July
Culture fund
launched
to support
freelance
artists,
Covid-19
Impact Survey
launched

August
Domestic
abuse helpline
opens, school
uniform grants
distributed

Borough Life / Spring 2021

Communities that care
Key workers, residents
and volunteers tell us how
the pandemic affected
them over the past year.
Just some of
the thank yo
u messages
to our bin cr
sent
ews over th
e past year

Alison Davies, Headteacher at Lowton
Junior and Infant School
“People imagine that during lockdowns
schools have been empty, but we have
had over a third of our children in school
during that time.
“Younger children are incredibly resilient
in my experience. Parents worry about
children falling behind at school, but
everyone across the world is in this same
situation.”
Catherine Lawton, redeployed from
working in a library to a community
hub during the pandemic
“Things that stand out in my mind…
spending over an hour on the phone
talking to a lady who had lost her
husband and arranging birthday parcels
for isolating residents.
“Every day at least one of us did
something that brought a little light into
someone’s life.”
David Gray, service manager,
Crisis Intervention and Prevention,
Wigan Council
“The pandemic did help break down
some of the usual barriers, such as
accessing funding quickly, and we’ve
strengthened partnerships with service
providers, community groups and
charities so I hope some of our new ways
of working will stay.”

September
New
restrictions,
face coverings
mandatory in
more settings

October
Tiered local
system
introduced,
Wellfest
launched

residen
iPads help Wigan’s care home
in touch throughout lockdown

ts stay

Jenny Yates, service manager,
Age Well, Wigan Council
“The pandemic has taught us a lot. It has
highlighted the vital role care homes have
in the borough and the dedication of care
workers.”
Vic Finnigan-Lord, Covid-19
response team, Wigan Council
“Our role was to walk the streets of
the borough during the pandemic and
educate, inform, and reassure the public.
“There have been so many rule changes
throughout the year, so we understood
that sometimes people weren’t always
clear about what we were and weren’t
allowed to do.”
Joanne Bradshaw, redeployed
from pool receptionist to care home
assistant, now training to be a nurse
“I’ve changed as a person, people have
commented on it. I feel I was made for
this work.
“I’ve learned how to deal with people
passing away and how to cope with grief.

November
Lockdown
2 begins,
#SupportLocal
campaign
launch

December
Frost Fest
digital and
vaccine roll-out
begins

some
g Truck introduced
Rudolph the Recyclin
er
mb
ce
De
in
en
ildr
ch
Christmas cheer for

I’ve become more patient. So many staff
do this every day. It’s made me a better
person.”
Adila Badri, 16, student
“I’ve found the pandemic to be mentally
exhausting and anxiety ridden with
prolonged online learning sessions and
no real routine.
“I’m finding it hard to separate home
and school life and I’m increasingly
spending my home life worrying about
college work. Seeing friends at college
made such a difference to our mood
and wellbeing.”

January
Lockdown 3
begins, care
homes and
over-80s
vaccinated

February
More vaccines
approved,
plans for easing
lockdown
revealed
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Vibrant town centres for all

Plants and pots from
littlepotplants.com

Step into
spring
Hand-painted Eggs
ohsospecials.com

*as featured on the front cover
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Vibrant town centres for all

Our Picks

Hue of Blue Headband
Price: £14
threadedneedleeb.co.uk

Wendy’s Wicks Gift Box
1 Medium & 2 small candles

Wigan Warriors Home
shirt 2021 AD

Wigan Athletic Home
Youth Shirt 20/21

Leigh Centurions Home
adult replica shirt 2021

Price: £24

Prices: £49.99

Price: £24.00

Price: £47.00

Instagram @wendys_wicks_

store.wiganwarriors.com

store.wiganathletic.com

leigh-centurions.
myshopify.com

Vase of
the week

Top Up Kit with Matte
Ceramic Tiles

Boutique by Colette
Basic star sweater

Uncle Joe’s Mint Balls
120g Gift Tin

Chocolate Ted from the
‘Smash Me’ range

Price: £40

Price: £29.50

Price: £24.00

Price: £3.25

Price: £24.99

oliveowl.co.uk

brionymachin.com

boutiquexcolette.com

uncle-joes.com

luiscochocolate.co.uk

(gifts under £20)

Good Vibes
Rainbow Mug

The Be Kind
Wooden Flag

Small
FRESHBox

Aphelandra Squarrosa
‘Zebra Plant’

Personalised
Heinz Beanz

Price: £9.00

Price: £11.99

Price: £18.00

Price: £14

Price: £5.49

rockandrainbow.co.uk

etsy.com/uk/shop/
ClaireandthebearUK

windy-arbour.shop

littlepotplants.com

heinztohome.co.uk

For a full list of local businesses offering gifts, visit www.wigan.gov.uk/supportlocal
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From
Wigan Borough
to the
world
If The Fire Within
manifesto is at the
heart of a raging blaze
of cultural revolution
in Wigan Borough, its
music scene is the fuel
to the flames.
And the secret is out; a movement born
and bred right here is set for big things.
Bound together through The Fire Within,
these local bands - who you will get to
know in the following pages - have been
given a creative, spiritual home.
It has provided a launch pad for
singles, records and live performance
reputations already attracting national
recognition.
From regular inclusions on ‘one to
watch’ or ‘the sound of 2020/21’ lists
to breakthrough appearances on
prominent TV, radio and social media
platforms, the momentum is building.

The Lathums Live

“We were very aware that there is
something very special happening
here,” says Lesley O’Halloran, director
of customer and culture at Wigan
Council.
“They’ve created a sound that is not
like anything else you have heard, it’s
unmistakably from here, from
Wigan Borough.”
The manifesto’s focus for its first year in
2019 was all about the borough’s future
artists and nurturing talent.
And a vision for a creative hub at The
Fire Within HQ at the Galleries, not only
for musicians but for all forms of art,
has been realised in the years since.

A few of the bands were there from the
start, others have joined in the years
since, they have all become part of the
Spark Studios at The Fire Within family.
Behind the walls of the exhibition you
will find a hive of musical creativity with
instruments and equipment sharing
the space with a tangible sense of
anticipation of what is to come.
The recognition for this emerging music
scene is reaching far and wide and can
have a ‘phenomenal’ impact, according
to GM night-time economy advisor
Sacha Lord.
“We haven’t seen anything like this for a
couple of decades. They’ve stayed true
to their roots.
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“From a Greater Manchester
perspective, you couldn’t argue against
that the most exciting acts are all
coming from Wigan Borough.”

“

We haven’t seen anything
like this for a couple of
decades. They’ve stayed
true to their roots.

”

For everyone associated with the live
music industry, the pandemic and the
length of the lockdowns has had a
devastating impact.
But Sacha is confident there is one
positive to be drawn.

“They haven’t been able to tour but
knowing how creative they are, I’m
hoping this period will mean they’ve got
new material.”

Internationally renowned artists
and The Fire Within Creative
Directors Al and Al have been a
guiding light for the bands.
“There must be something in the
water in Wigan Borough right now
because the current emerging
music scene is incredible,” they told
Borough Life.
We have six bands at The Fire
Within’s Spark Studios and have
loved working closely with all of
them.
“The amazing thing about the
scene here is all the bands are
mates and they inspire and hang
out with one another.
“All of the bands have this immense
soul-searching, social conscience
and they create music with big
hearts and open minds.”

For Lesley and the council’s culture team,
the impact of this musical movement is
far wider in scope than just the current
cohort and will help every venue and
cultural space across the borough.
It’s something that is at the very centre
of The Fire Within five-year cultural
manifesto.
“I think that when people are seeing
these bands, not just their success but
the material they’re creating, it’s sending
a message,” Lesley says.
“The message is to young people - and
the wider community - that you can do
something like this, in arts and culture,
and you can get the support you need.”

Credit Instragram: @thelotterywinners

LYNCHS at The Fire Within launch

22

Borough Life / Spring 2021

Embracing culture, sport and heritage

We take our
hometown with us

wherever we go
With another UK tour on the horizon,
The Lathums’ drummer Ryan Durrans
caught up with Borough Life to talk
about their plans for 2021 and beyond.
From performing at hen parties and
elderly relatives’ birthdays to packing
out iconic UK gig venues - the last few
years have been a whirlwind ride for
The Lathums.
Rewind to this time last year, the
Wigan four-piece seemingly had the
world at their feet after a debut
sell-out tour.
Like everyone within the music
industry, lockdown has forced
them to apply the brakes. But
it has not halted their lofty
ambitions and a post-pandemic
borough homecoming gig is on
the wishlist.
“Getting to perform somewhere
like Haigh or even the DW Stadium with
all the other fantastic bands from the
town would be absolutely amazing,”
says drummer Ryan.
This is just one of the dream scenarios
for the four local lads; Ryan, Alex,
Scott and Johnny who hold their
hometown close to their hearts.

They started out at TMP College in
Pemberton after three of them were
put together for a course project.

“But once we started recording an EP
and had our first tour, we knew we
were doing something right.”

Their first gig came about by chance
when word went around college that
a band was needed for a Coachella
themed hen-do.

With the band looking forward to a
2021 UK Tour, the memory of a sold-out
gig at Glasgow’s iconic King Tut’s venue
- which has hosted some of the world’s
biggest and best - still lingers
for Ryan.

‘We have used the time to
record some tunes and get
an album under our belt’

“I remember playing at one of our
Gran’s birthday parties,” Ryan recalls.
“We’ve done it all. For a good year we
were gigging every weekend in pubs all
over Wigan.

“It was immense, to hear
people shouting your names
and singing your songs, it’s
surreal. I can still remember
it clearly now, the room was
there for us, it’s why you
do it.”

Lockdown means artists
across the world find themselves in the
same boat, tied up at harbour without
any dates set of when they can set sail
again but this has not stopped them
fine-tuning their skills.
“All we can do is try to stay relevant,
in a weird way it’s been a blessing in
disguise,” Ryan says.
“We have used the time to record some
tunes and get a first album under our
belt. Social media is massive these days
so we keep our fans updated as much
as we can.”

The Lathums:
Alex, Johnny, Scott and Ryan
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Band members in Mesnes Park

The band has strong links with the Fire
Within HQ, using the space in Wigan
town centre as a practice venue. Looking
ahead to 2021, they can’t wait to get
back playing in front of live crowds.
Despite the pandemic, Ryan believes
there has never been a better time for
the town’s music scene.
“There are some amazing bands from
what is only a small town. What makes

it better is that most of them are our
mates so we want to see them all
continue to do well.
“One day it would be amazing for us
all to perform together and showcase
what Wigan has to offer.
“As a band we are all super proud to be
from Wigan, it’s our home-town and we
take it with us wherever we go.”

@TheLathums

www.thelathums.com
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24

Embracing culture, sport and heritage

Igniting souls
across the globe
The Fire Within’s Spark Studios is proud to be associated
with each one of these bands and they all deserve a slot on your playlist.
We asked Al and Al for the inside track on what you need to know.
Joe Astley

LYNCHS

AAA: “He’s Wigan’s own Bruce
Springsteen and Bob Dylan rolled
into one.”

AAA: “When we launched the Fire
Within in 2019, LYNCHS were there
with us from the very start.”

“Joe has been working and
recording some thumping new
material with his Wallgate band.”

“They went on to play at Kendal
Calling and performed an
incredible headline gig at the Deaf
Institute in Manchester.”

A singer-songwriter, Joe has featured
on BBC Introducing, Radio X and
XS Manchester.
Following a string of successful
releases over 2020, his debut single
Television Fantasy with his 10-piece
supergroup The Wallgate Band is
out now.
His debut single Revolution
Postponed, released in December
2019, was called “A protest song for
the social media generation.”
You can see Joe’s set at Wigan
Council’s Frost Fest at the This is
Wigan page on Facebook.
@jastleyofficial

This four-piece band featuring
brothers Breb and Tam alongside
Harry and Matthew, blend razor
sharp guitar melodies with new wave
style beats to create a unique sound.
They donated proceeds from their
sold-out gig at the Deaf Institute to
create limited edition LYNCHS t-shirts
with funds then donated to the NHS.
@LYNCHSband

Stanleys

AAA: “They’ve created some golden
tunes inspired by their devotion to
indie legends The Smiths and The
Stone Roses.
“We first saw The Stanleys perform
to a sold out audience vibing to
their retro sound at The SNUG in
Atherton.”
A four-piece band, consisting of Tom
(vocals), Jake (guitar), Harry (bass)
and Rob (drums).
Formed in 2017, they made their
radio debut in 2018 and their first two
demo tracks Measured In Gold and So
Long featured on Manchester Radio
Station Revolution 96.2.
Both tracks were also featured on
BBC Introducing’s show on BBC Radio
Manchester and later BBC Radio
Merseyside in 2018 and received
great reviews.
@Stanleysband_
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Flechettes

AAA: “Their single Chasing Youth
was one of our favourite songs of
the year.
“There’s such an amazing energy in
that tune and guitar riff.”
The four-piece band pride themselves
on being versatile with all four
members sharing song-writing
responsibilities.
They have maintained an online
presence all throughout the first
lockdown and recorded their second
single ‘Chasing Youth’, which was
played on XS Manchester and
by Wigan Athletic as part of the
matchday playlist.
In 2021, Flechettes aim to release
more music and hopefully play to
more audiences once it’s safe and
proudly fly the Wigan flag far
and wide.
@flechettesband

The Lottery Winners

AAA: “They have produced two
albums of sensational work and
have even created their own TV
show. Throughout the pandemic
they’ve all created brilliant social
media performances.”
Dubbed ‘Lancashire’s finest’, the
Lottery Winners formed over a
decade ago in their hometown
of Leigh.
Made up by frontman Thom Rylance,
alongside Robert Lally (guitars),
Katie Lloyd (bass) and Joe Singleton
(drums), Lottery Winners shot to fame
with their indie-pop anthems.
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The Lathums

AAA: “They’re making music which
is melting hearts and igniting souls
across the globe.
“The atmosphere at their final gig
following their sold out tour at The
Boulevard in Wigan was electric,
it was almost a mystical like
experience.”
@TheLathums
To find out more head to
thefirewithin.org.uk

With gigs and festivals cancelled and
live venues closing their doors, the
band have been thinking outside the
box to bring music to their fans by
live streaming performances with the
aid of green screens.
@LotteryWinners

Follow:
ThisIsWigan
ThisIsWigan
ThisIsWigan_
Subscribe:
www.youtube.com/ ThisIsWigan
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Happy, healthy people

A jab well done
Thousands of you will have received
your first Covid-19 vaccination and
the programme is in full flow at venues
across the borough

Robin Park Vaccination Centre, Wigan

The starting pistol has sounded for
the vaccination marathon and Wigan
Borough has made a flying start.
With several pop-up locations up
and running in recent months, our
residents don’t have too far to travel
to get their jab.
It’s just before 9am at the Robin Park
Leisure Centre and the operation is in
full swing with visitors starting to fill
the sports hall.
This site was the first to welcome
residents back in December and
thousands have been through the
doors since.
Friendly volunteers from Wigan Council
and its health partners greet everyone
with a friendly smile and a dab of
hand sanitiser.
At the reception desk there’s a symptom
check before visitors are guided
through to the sports hall via
a one-way system.
In the middle of the hall, chairs are
carefully laid out two metres apart
where visitors can sit while they wait
to be invited to a cubicle for their
vaccination.

There are 14 cubicles in total, each
staffed by a doctor, nurse or pharmacist
from local GP surgeries and pharmacies
in the Ashton and Wigan area.
Each appointment has its own sevenminute slot and today both the Pfizer
and Oxford-AstraZeneca versions are
being administered - unless your GP has
stipulated either way, it is completely
random which one you receive.

“I’m thrilled to bits to have received the
vaccination.”
Teresa and Gerard Burley (pictured
below), also from Pemberton, are
among those to have received their
second jab. The 86 and 90-year-old
couple have been shielding throughout
lockdown.

At the time of Borough Life’s visit - in
late January - the rollout is focussed
on the over 75s.
“I came down here this morning
expecting a big queue, but we managed
to park and strolled in – everything has
gone swimmingly,” says 75-year-old
Susan Gregory (pictured below) from
Pemberton.

“We are so happy to be among the
first people, it’s an added bonus it was
available so close to home.
“It feels like such a positive step
towards getting back to normality.”
These scenes are being mirrored at the
testing centres across the borough with
the pop-up centres able to administer
more than 1,100 jabs each day,
depending on supply.
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Key information
• Like the flu jab, the vaccine is given as an
injection into your upper arm
• You will receive two doses, spaced three to
13 weeks apart
• Vaccination significantly reduces the chance
of you becoming seriously ill from Covid-19
• You can still spread the virus to others
after having the vaccine
• You will be contacted when it’s your
turn through your local GP

A message from Director of Public
Health Professor Kate Ardern:
“Those who have received the vaccination are protected
from becoming seriously ill from Covid-19 but they can still
pass the virus on to others.

early February
h an appoint-

Please keep following the 3Ws: Wear a face covering, Watch
your distance and Wash your hands.”

d social care
Sheila Gibbons - the first to be vaccinated at Leigh

4

vaccination centres
+1 pharmacy run with an
appointment only system

17,500+

vaccines administered to

health and social care staff
care homes
75,000+ 52
(all in borough)

vaccines to

priority groups

vaccinated in
early February

*Figures accurate as of March 1
Weekly updates are provided each Tuesday
@WiganCouncil

WiganCouncilOnline

Can I choose which vaccine I have?
No, but vaccines are only available in
the UK after they’ve passed rigorous
national tests for safety and efficiency,
so it doesn’t make a difference.

Can the vaccines affect fertility?
No. The Royal College of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists, and the Royal College of Midwives, say
there is no cause to worry about your future fertility.

For FAQs and myth-busters on
everything Covid-19 vaccine
related, visit healthierwigan.
nhs.uk/covid-19-vaccination
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On the road to
a fairer economy
The Community Wealth Building
(CWB) journey is well underway
across Wigan Borough
with dozens of community
organisations and businesses
already on board.
The new approach – as detailed
in the last edition of Borough
Life - sees public bodies, private
companies and the voluntary

sector working together to reduce
inequality and boost the local
economy.
Since the launch last year, these
organisations have brought in
simple but effective changes
to the way they work to create
growth that benefits more than
just themselves.

Sofa-r so good
To help residents who are moving into supported
living facilities, council officers have compiled a
furniture brochure highlighting local suppliers.
Clients still have the choice and control on what they
need, but the local brochure helps to promote
borough-based products and firms.
“In the past these goods would have been purchased
from larger nationwide companies,” the team explains.
“This method cuts down on time for getting quotes
on each individual item. And it helps clients view the
products in their local shops.”

Time for a test
Public bodies working together with renewed focus
is a vital part of the CWB approach.
With the council needing to staff an increasing number
of Covid-19 test centres in a short space of time, officers
were able to team up with the Department for Work
and Pensions (DWP).
Dozens of residents who had been laid off due to the
pandemic were referred by DWP to public health teams
and, after an interview process, were soon staffing the
test facilities.
This effective example of working together has meant
these individuals are back in work and helping to
provide an important public service.
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PPE ASAP
To help the borough’s response to the pandemic,
the council has relied on local firms for personal
protective equipment (PPE), rather than larger
suppliers.
Many are SME (small to medium-sized enterprises) who
employ local residents.
This teamwork has meant the flow of vital items such as
face coverings, antibacterial products and disinfectant
has been constant for those who need it.

A chilled out partnership
The CWB approach has seen a private business step
in to help out a not-for-profit organisation, in more
ways than one.
Tim Hilton, director of local employer JJH Building
Contractors Ltd, has been lending his team’s expertise
to help Fur Clemt, who have continued to provide food
packages for the most vulnerable during lockdown.
In addition to assistance in the form of organisational
advice and support, they have also supplied them with
a refrigerated chiller van to help Fur Clemt continue the
vital role they provide within the community.
Tim said: “Our business is all about community and
putting something back. I just
love the passion and work ethic of
Shirley and team at Fur Clemt.”

Uni-forming the right approach
Caeryn Collins, owner of Impressions Uniforms,
already ticks many CWB boxes.
Much of her stock comes from 100% recycled
materials, the eight-strong workforce all live locally
and the shops provide work experience opportunities
for people with special needs and disabilities.
And that’s not all, Caeryn has also formed Smart
Futures, a community interest company (CIC) that
provides school uniforms to help support
struggling families.
“As an employer, I want to do everything I can to give
back to the local community – that’s what drives me,”
she says.

For more information,
visit www.wigan.gov.uk/
CommunityWealthBuilding
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Best start in life for young people

First
career
steps

Starting out on your career journey
or making a change to something new
can be a nerve-wracking experience.
But don’t worry, support and advice
services are there to help you along.
And there is renewed focus from
Wigan Council - through the
Employment and Skills Strategy to help provide the right job and
training opportunities.
Here we caught up with a trio of
young adults who are already setting
a fine example.

“A bride even threw me a bouquet
recently!”

Alanya says ‘I
do’ to new role

It is the more solemn side of her
job that she often finds the most
rewarding though, as her ability to
be empathetic shines through.
“Registering deaths can be a once
in a lifetime task for someone – it
sounds strange but people have no
idea what the process involves.
“I try to talk them through it and
make it a little easier.”

Alanya Dagnall’s customer service
skills are so advanced she has
responsibility for helping residents
through some of the major moments
of their lives.
The 20-year-old joined the council’s
welfare support team, completed
an apprenticeship and now has a
permanent role at the town hall.

As a customer services advisor part
of her role is registering births and
deaths.
It even sees her officiating at wedding
ceremonies as a deputy registrar.
“Building relationships with couples
and hearing their stories has been
amazing,” Alanya says.

Alanya, who has also helped out
at the front-desk of the council’s
Life Centre, says her confidence has
grown through learning on the job.
“To anyone looking to do an
apprenticeship, I’d say go for it and be
open-minded.
“You’ll probably find a passion for
things you didn’t know about before.”
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Steph’s super skills
Through her hard-work and dedication, Steph has secured regular work at Tesco.
“Working with my Employment
Coach has been really good for me,
I feel a lot happier, she keeps in
touch and I am so proud to earn my
own money,” Steph explains.

The 20-year-old Wiganer has
received expert guidance from the
council’s Supported Employment
Service (SES).
Steph, who is autistic, was
paired up with an Employment
Coach, and participated in work
placements, which then led to
paid work at the supermarket.

The SES helps adults with a
disability to develop skills, secure
and maintain paid employment.
If your business would benefit from
loyal, creative and dedicated staff,
and you would like to provide an
opportunity for work experience or
employment, please contact our
team on 01942 828439 or email
Beverley.Thilwind@wigan.gov.uk

She has received support from her
manager and colleagues, allowing
her to settle and flourish in her
new job.

Tyler’s design delight
Having completed an apprenticeship in
graphic design, Tyler Lally, from Leigh,
now works for borough-based digital
marketing firm Burst Creative.
This link-up was helped by the council’s
Apprenticeships for Young People (AYP)
programme.
The AYP provides funding for
apprentices in the construction,
manufacturing, engineering and digital
sectors.

“I’ve always loved graphic design and
now seeing my work in different places
gives me a great sense of achievement,”
says Tyler. “I could have had a job
like this in Manchester or Liverpool
but really wanted to stay near my
hometown.”
Burst Creative boss Adam Jackson,
added: “Hiring an apprentice is great
for any business whether they’re ready
to expand or just starting out. Tyler’s
enthusiasm and can-do attitude make a
huge difference to us.”
www.wigan.gov.uk/apprenticeships

Did you know?
Businesses can apply for the
government’s Kickstart scheme
through Wigan Council.

By applying through Wigan Council,
you can take the stress out of
the process.

Kickstart targets 16-24-year-olds
who are claiming Universal Credit
and at risk of becoming
long-term unemployed.

We can provide the training and
guidance so you don’t have to.

Employers can apply to host a
Kickstart placement for up to 25 hours
per week for six months.

And, you even have the option of
delaying the placement until the end
of the year if you can’t offer work
straight away.

Visit: www.wigan.gov.uk/kickstartscheme
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What’s
on your
doorstep?
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An environment to be proud of

Helen Schoelzel @ Bickershaw Country Park
(Image above and to the left).

Dr Viraj Gandbhir @ Canal through Haigh.

Magnificent scenery!
During Lockdown 3 earlier this year the Borough Life
team asked for you to share pictures of beauty spots
in your local area.
#WhatsOnYourDoorstep is all about encouraging
everyone to stay close to home during your daily
exercise slot and sharing routes and trails for others
to enjoy.
The response was amazing – there are clearly some
very talented amateur photographers out there – and
we wanted to share a selection of our favourites.
Paula Huber @ Orrell Water Park.
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Communities that care

You can care
There are some careers that involve making a difference to a person’s life.
For the thousands of carers this borough is proud to have, it’s an everyday occurrence.
You can be one too, with different roles available that could fit your circumstances.

Fostering or
Adoption

Supported
Lodgings Host

Shared Lives
Champion

Open your heart and your home
to the borough’s children and
young people. Fostering can be for
short or long-term placements for
children with varying needs.

Have you got the time and space
to support a young person as they
prepare for adulthood?

Champions come from all walks
of life and no previous care
experience is required.

Or, provide the security of a new
family by choosing to adopt with
Together for Adoption.

Help people aged 16-21 by
teaching them how to budget,
supporting them into further
education or helping them to
make decisions.

They provide support and the
opportunity to live in a family
environment for those who need
help for a variety of reasons.

Personal Assistant

Social Worker

Get in touch

Help a person living with a
disability to live the life they want
to lead. From weekly visits to
helping someone stay organised,
the role is super flexible and is
tailored to you and the person
you’re supporting.

Join a well-supported and
welcoming team committed to
making a difference to the safety
and wellbeing of children across
the borough.

For more information about
each of these these roles or for
the support available if you are
an unpaid carer in the borough,
please visit
www.wigan.gov.uk/youcancare
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Danny, Christine, Col and Floyd too!
“It doesn’t matter how much money
you have, it’s just about caring,” says
Shared Lives champion Christine
Heaton.
For the last six years Christine and her
husband Col have been supporting
Danny (pictured below), initially for
short stints at their Hindley home.
Thanks to the Shared Lives scheme,
Danny, who lives with some learning
difficulties, stayed on with the family
after leaving the care system and now
lives there permanently.
“It was like an answer to a prayer. It
means that we can continue helping

Danny to become independent,”
Christine says.
“He has taken lockdown in his stride
and gelled well with the family,
especially our dog, Floyd.”
Floyd, a 10-year-old Labrador, has
been a real paws-itive influence on
Danny.
“Floyd helps me if I feel sad and
walking him helps me clear my head,”
Danny, 23, explains.
“Christine and Col have helped me
through a lot, if I ever need a chat,
they’re there for me.”

Shared Lives offers people the
opportunity to live in a family
environment and supports adults
who need help due to disability,
age, isolation or illness to develop
meaningful friendships.
Christine continues: “Sometimes
the word disability can be daunting
but don’t see the ‘disability’, see the
ability. The Shared Lives team are
genuinely the most caring people I’ve
met in my life. It’s not always been
easy but what family is?”
For more information about
Shared Lives, visit
www.wigan.gov.uk/sharedlives

‘It’s a challenge but very rewarding’
Natalie Stevens decided to be a foster
carer four years ago when she was 28.
She started offering a few days respite
alongside a full-time job and now
provides a permanent home for two
siblings, aged 15 and 11.
She said: “At first, I felt really conscious
like I wouldn’t be considered, because

of my age and because I was single. But
looking back, I’m actually really proud
that I’m doing this on my own and
making a difference to children’s lives.
“Leaving my job and becoming a fulltime foster carer was one of the most
challenging things I’ve done but I’ve
received so much support.

“You have to be in it for the right
reasons and your heart has to be in the
right place. It’s a massive commitment
but it’s amazing helping a child’s
confidence grow.”
For more information about fostering,
visit www.wigan.gov.uk/fostering
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Best start in life

Cash boost for
inspirational groups

Young people from Wigan and Leigh Youth Cabinet at the launch of the Youth Inspiration Fund

A film club, cookery classes and a
photography course are just some
of the exciting projects the borough’s
young people have to look forward
to this year.
It’s all thanks to a pair of schemes run
by the council that encouraged youth
groups to come forward with exciting
ideas.
Aimed at boosting mental health and
wellbeing, learning new skills and
raising awareness of important social
issues, hundreds of young people will
benefit from the range of bids that were
awarded funding.
One strand – announced by council
leaders in 2019 asked for bids to the
Wigan and Leigh Youth Cabinet, with

members then tasked with choosing
who would receive the cash boost.
This £5k funding, named the Youth
Inspiration Fund (YIF), has been shared
between 11 amazing groups including
Astley and Tyldesley Cycling Club,
Bickershaw Brownies, Atherton Youth
Voice and Leigh Film Society.
Member of the YIF
panel, Alex, 13, said:
“I feel the impact of
this project will
have on the local
community can’t
just be measured in
money, it’s so much
more than that.”

Formed at Christ Church Pennington,
Soul Leigh (pictured bottom left)
promotes positive role models and
provides a range of confidenceboosting activities.
Pre-pandemic, the group reached
youngsters aged between 11 and 16
by driving a Message Bus around the
community.
More than 100 visitors could be
at any one of the 24 sessions
which brought an inflatable
football pitch and various
other activities on the bus to
an area.
Rev Alan Saunders has been
at the heart of the group since
it started.

Meanwhile, the council’s longstanding
The Deal for Communities Investment
Fund (CIF) also had a focus on youth
projects last year.

He said: “The idea is to provide young
people with the tools they need and
build confidence for them to take the
lead eventually on projects.”

The CIF has distributed more than
£10m to ground-breaking community
schemes and a recipient of the latest
round is a youth project in Leigh which
has supported hundreds of children
with their personal development.

For more information about
the youth group projects
supported by these two
funding pots, visit our
Borough Life Plus page.
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What’s on at home
Arts and culture

Food and drink

The Natural History Museum has put
together online content for you to enjoy
at home. Explore the online world full
of fantastic real-life and magical beasts
with Google arts and culture by taking
a virtual tour of the exhibition. You can
also access the wildlife photographer
of the year with their online gallery
exhibition. The museum is also hosting
nature online events.
www.nhm.ac.uk/visit/whats-on

Google arts and culture features
resources from over 2000 museums and
has a range of content you can access
for free. Explore museums from home,
project 3D models with augmented
reality, discover artwork from around
the world, and check out Egyptian
tombs and art galleries with their
interactive experiences.
artsandculture.google.com/
Local dance school WigLe Dance have
been running free online dance classes.
The classes are aimed at different age
groups, from Key Stage One through to
GCSE level, but no dance experience is
needed, and they’re designed to keep
everyone moving, so parents and carers
can join in too! All sessions are then
posted on their YouTube channel so you
can have a go at any of the sessions at
times to suit you.
Search WigLe Dance on YouTube or
go to their Twitter page @WigLeDance
to follow links to their latest classes.
For further information email
info@wigledance.co.uk

Whether you are an experienced cook or
a complete newby, Great British Chefs’
website have loads of resources for you
to use to expand your knowledge. From
tasty recipes to mastering new cooking
skills, set aside time to try new meals
and even cook together as a family.
www.greatbritishchefs.com

From volcano cakes to mini quiches,
BBC Good Food have put together
easy to follow baking recipes for you
to try with your children at home. Each
recipe outlines how long it will take,
skill level, dietary information and easy
to follow recipes. Grab your apron and
get baking! www.bbcgoodfood.com/
recipes/collection/kids-baking-recipes

Keeping active

A whole host of healthy tips, advice
and support is available through Wigan
Council’s Wellfest pages.
Wellfest - the borough’s first digital
health and wellbeing festival - was held
last year but all the resources are still
available online. And best of all, it’s
all completely free! From exercise and
workout tips to advice on healthy diets.
www.wigan.gov.uk/wellfest

Greater Moments are offering free
activities to support older Greater
Manchester residents through the
spring, especially those living with
dementia. Greater Moments have
created an app for people living with
dementia and carers or supporting
family members. The app is free to
download and has a range of benefits
including a calendar of events
and activities, the ability to record
wellbeing and save journal entries,
browse dementia friendly services
and activities, and carers can link their
profile to the person they care for to
assist them with the app.
www.greatermoments.org.uk
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What’s on at home

Staying in is the new going out! With many of this
year’s planned events cancelled or postponed, here are
some activities you can enjoy from your homes and
gardens to keep you busy this spring.

Skills

For children
Younger children can learn all about
their five different senses and keep
busy with this quick and easy scavenger
hunt at home. Ask them to find
something that:
•
•
•
•
•

The Skills Toolkit has been launched
by the Department of Education,
working with the some of the leading
educational experts and employers.
These free online courses will help
you develop new skills which can
help support you in the workplace.
The courses can be completed at
home in your own time and at your
own pace. Whether you are looking
for introductory courses or more
intermediate courses to build on the
skills you already have, the toolkit has
resources to suit a range of skill levels
and interests.
theskillstoolkit.campaign.gov.uk
BBC’s Tiny Happy People is there
to help you develop your child’s
communication skills through activities
for babies, toddlers and children.
The activities have been split up into
age ranges, which makes it easy to
find a daily activity which gives you
the opportunity to talk, bond and
have fun with your child. There are
also resources for those who are
currently pregnant, including looking
after your health during pregnancy
and pregnancy advice. The site also
offers an interactive weekly schedule,
staying home tips and advice and your
questions answered.
www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people

Makes a crunching sound
Smells nice
Tastes sweet
Feels soft
Has a pretty pattern

Children’s publisher Scholastic have
lot’s of free home learning resources,
which you can download for your
children to enjoy. There is lots to
choose from including maths, literacy,
colouring and even parenting guides for
the national curriculum.
If your child is a fan of Julia Donaldson
and Axel Scheffler’s picture book, there
is a range of activity packs for ages 3-7
years old which they can complete as
you read the books.
shop.scholastic.co.uk/home-activities

WWF have put together a range of
resources to help young people learn
more about our planet as part of their
learn to love nature series. Each section
focuses on different areas including
frozen worlds, jungles and oceans. You
can find information sheets, interactive
journeys, arts and crafts and video
content.
www.wwf.org.uk/learn/love-nature

CBeebies presenters Maddie and Greg
bring science and nature into your
home with their Let’s Go Live videos on
YouTube. There’s so much to learn such
as how to get real life superpowers,
how to take good care of your pet and
how to build a rocket! The videos are
made to appeal to younger children
but with Maddie and Greg’s boundless
energy, enthusiasm, random facts, and
quirky activities, there’s something for
everyone to enjoy.
www.youtube.com/maddiemoate
As this magazine was going to
print, lockdown was easing
slightly. We’d still encourage
you to stay at home as much as
possible, as we all need to play
our part to reduce the spread of
infection.

Register now for MyAccount
Our existing MyAccount is being replaced to
allow us to improve our digital services and we
want you to make the switch.
You will need to register for the new
MyAccount now so that you’re prepared for
when the existing MyAccount is switched off
on 31 March 2021.
The new online platform is secure, easy to use
and fully compatible on a variety of devices and
browsers.
MyAccount lets you report missed bins and
environmental crimes, view your council tax
and housing benefit accounts and access
booking services such as births, marriages and
deaths from the comfort of your own home.
The current MyAccount will be unavailable
from 31 March 2021 so we are asking new and
existing users to sign up now.

Register with 3 simple steps
Enter your email address

Follow a link to confirm it’s correct

Enter your name, address
and create a password

It’s that simple.
Follow these steps and you will be able to
access your new account quickly and easily.

Sign up here: www.wigan.gov.uk/myaccount

