Lesson plany: L uteracy

docuwment:

o Deseribing Journeys

o Comparing Journeys
o Imagunatinve Journeys
o Deseribing Obgects

o Looking and Lustening
e Eyes and Eory

e Walk to-School Diary
o Language Tral

¢ Proy and Cons

o Pointy of View

o Wordsy and Phrases

o Journey to-Schhool Game
o X marks the spot

e Town or Country

e Hazards

o Detectves

o Crossing Places

s Syny

Deseribing Jowrneyys

I small growps, Let the children list all He useful information
Hiat wourld be needed, to- give an accunrate factual description
of thelr jowrney to- sehool. (Yow coudd stant by describing your
own journedy) eg. tume yow leane home, mode of transport,
Hungs yow see and hear, places wirvere yow turw left or rights



landmarks and street furniture passed, street names crossed,
Ihazawrds encouwntered efe.

Let tive chhildren recownt Helr oww journeys v small growps.
How- well can they describe someone elsels jonrney as a
charonological sequence of events? Whose journeys were alike?
Wheo- had Hie shortest, longest,; most inferesting, most unumsmnal or
least healtivy journey?

Make concertina foloed books showing Hhe journey to- sehrool as
a segueince on one siole and Hie journey home on Hhe reverse.
How- are thve jowrneys different?

Comporing Jowrneyys

Let tive children compare their jowrney to- sehool witiv that of
older siblingy, other teachers or ancillary stoff: ln what ways
are they simidar/ different?

If possiiple, arrange for Hhe chhvildren to- compare Hieir jowurney to-
sehool witiv that of a childl bn anotiver class and periaps
anotier sehool (writing for a real purpose). How are the
erwvironments different? Compare ruval witv urban journeys.
The form of writing cowld be He writer's oww decision - e~
mail, lefter, booklet efe

Imagunatinve Jowrneys

Ask the children to- deseripe tive best or worst journey to- sehool
Con they describe an wnsumal or amusing journey to- school.
Con they describpe a journey to- sehool v an wnsnal place -
desert, jungle, mouwntains, sland, anotiver planet?

Use storyboaurds to- velp plan Hhe sequence.



Describing Objects

Let Hhe childiren work in pairy - each child has a pieture or
photograph (preferably, local) of a piece of street fuurniture
(post bow, lamp columun efe:). Withowt letting their partner see
Ut they elther write or gve a detailed verbal description of
their object; withouwt saying Uy name. Partnery use the
nformation given to- draw- a pleture of the object:

Compare drowingsy witiv Hie origunal picture or pivoto - how
accnrote wasy He deseription gwen? Wit uinformation wos
missng?

Develop tiviy Ldea using pivotoy of busy or guiet local road
scenes. What elementy of danger are glven n Hie descriptions?
Talk abowt safer places to- cross o rood.

Looking and Listening

An Wea for developing attentive Listening skills s tive
sequential memory game, 'On Hre way to- sehool | heard...! or 'l
sowr..!

S the growp v a circle; choose one child to- stant: They must
say the name of one Huing they saw- on the way to- sehool. The
next childl repeats wivat ey salo and addysy one more tiving
and so- o Try aw alfernative wsing things tivey hearol

Yow can use Hre some Lea for an alplrabpet sequence of obhjects
they might see or hear e.g. 'l saow-an Aeroplane, o Bulldozer, o
Car' efe.



Perlhaps yow coudd arrange a Listening walk locally. Take a
fape recorder to- recovd any sounds heard. Play U back un the

classroom: Wihich soundy can Hey Ldlentify?

Eyes and Eory

Provide an ontline shape of a very large pair of glasses or
elephant sized eary - write or dvaw inside, all the Hiings they
remember seeing on their woy to- sehool.

Whose eyes and ears are fllled witiv e most unformation?

Walk to- Seihool Diary

Keep a walk to- sehool tranvel diary or log for a week, witiciv
unclindes variows observational actities for eacih morning or
afternoon jouurney.

This wll encounrage Looking and Listening skills and s an
opportunity to- enconrage parentol unwvolvement:

Begn by looking ot a few examples of ddaries or Logs, wirici
shhow- how- entries are written v churonologueal oroler.

Use a checklist to- tek off tvings tivey hase seew or heard ov e
way eg. street furniture, rond signs, types of velicles, bivos
singng efe. Include a note of any people they see wio-are
people who help ws' eg. police officer, traffic warden, school
crossing potrol efe

Record. how many different road names they pass/ cross wirich
howve the following wordy i thewy "hWill, darcdn, station,



nortin, soutiv, east, west, peoples names, free names anol
colowrs.”

Can tiey note sometivung unv their diary/log tivat lhay changeod
from the previows day? It coudd be sometring simple Like tire
weather, or changes un flora and fawna, or material
development as on a buidding site.

Wit prompting, even a very short walk can provide a ricihv
source of changes to- ohserve.

Language Troil

Arrange a local language walk witvieh encourages tive chiloren
to- note all the examples of literacy ow tive rowte e.g. road

Covsider taking a camera or video to- recovo wirat tivey find

Use the examples of Uiteracy discovered, to- ereate a language
trail display.

Prosy and Cons

These are some real commentsy made by porents abouwt tive proy
and cony of walking to- sehool. Ask Hhe chhildren to- sort them
would the childiren persuade eaci of Hiese parents to- walk
otcastonally, rativer than drive? (Are the childrents own
opinions the same ay their parents?)

"Ity too- for to- wolk to- selrooll”

"Ity the best way to- teaci road safety.”



"My childuaren go- to- different schooly - there i/t flme fo- walk
to- botin"

"Ity Less Ihassle to- wadk."

"Theres alwoayy dog mess on the povements:”

"It keeps yow fUt and healtiry."

"I hane to- be at work by nine o'clotck, so- | candt walk."
"Pwshhehainry are easier to- park than cors!”

"It velps to- et down o pollution.”

"Ity too- dangerons to- walk - there are too- many cary owtside
school”

Pounty of View

Improvise a two-way scene, role playing a povent driving to-
sehool and anotiver parent witiv childiren, wolking to- selrools
Eaclv blames tive otiver for Hhe congestion problems outsioe
sehool. Gve differing pointy of view v debate and relrearse tirve
arguments prior to- any written work: This coulod be bn any
form, periiaps a letter to- the local newspaper or cowncid, or asy
viewpoint potm ov piece of prose.

Try hot-seating, withv he tfeacher un e hot seat role furst:

v small growps, ask e children to- give their opiniony
verbally or v writing, ow what they find attractive and
unattroctive apouwt their journey to- sehool. Lust all the
opindlons; are there any that are frequently mentioned? How-
wouwld Hhey go- abowt improving tive guality of Hheir
evwlronment or jonrney?

Wordysy and Plroses

How- muci traffic vocabuwlary do the childiren hhave?



Do they know Hhe meanings of words Uke kerb, posvement,
pelicon crossing efe.? Use dictionaries to- fund tive meanings and
wrute sentences:

Use walking related words as a stumudins for phhonically based
worodl collections: e.g. Foot/Feet — oo~ and ee woroy

Shoe - shv words: Make a shoe template and FUL F witiv as
many ‘s wordy ay the children can fund

How- many two sylable movement words can Hrey fino?
eg. rvnning, jumping, walking, skipping efc.

How many plurases/ metaplhorical expressions con thvey funod
wiich contain foot/ feet words? e.g. "best foot forward, "yowve
put youwr foot un U now!" "stand. one your owne two- feet”, "he way
swept off iy feet!.

How many plwases con Hrey funol witih " " or "road) un
Hhem?

e.g. "to- crosy someones potii, "toke to- the rood.

Create Usty of compound words witihv pativ, road, walk, step,
foot or feet Ln them Create an acrostie poem or plece of prose
withe 'Walking' as tire Hreme.

Jowrney to- Schhool Game

Ask the childaren to- design a journey to- sehool game. Relate U
fo- their oww real Ufe journey, witiv places of untferest, street
frrniture efe.

Let Hhem Look at models of wnstructions from a selection of
board games. Look ot the intferesting language used, labpels,
layouwt and design.



Decide ow appropriate penalties and rewosrds.

There wll be muciv trial and ervor, so- allow-Hhemw to- try owt
their Weas U daraft form first: Too- many penalties make U

eg.

Overslept - mussy a go-

Dog mess - missy o turn cleaning sihvoes
Leaking shhoe - go- back 2 steps
Gust of winde - move on 3 sfeps
Pelican crossing - move on 2 steps
Lollipop person - move ow 3 sfeps efe

X marks the spot

Ask the childuren to- daraw- oo map of their walking rowte from
home to- sehool, marking withv o "X" all tire places wirere Hiey
howe to- cross the road. Younger childuren can drrow- simple
local street mayps.

Duscwss Helnr rowtes - conn they dentify danger spots sucih as
Junctions, corners, bends and porked cars? Con they plan o
safe walking rowte to- school, wsing safer crossing places? If in a
ruval area, con they design an Lleal safer rowte, witiv traffic
calming featuures?

It wowld be a useful exercise to- agree tihe safest walking rowte to-
sehool witiv parents: A copy of the agreed safest rouwte can be
signeds and returned to- e sehool for reference.

For those wiho-come by buws or car, tihey coumld also- dvrow- Hheir
rowtfe, notung any umportont or inferesting landmarks on Hre
way.



I+ & ntferesting to- compare Hie amount of detail un a walker's
rowte to- o passenger's rowte. How many child passengers ondy see
their local emwitronment as a passing 30mpiv plunr?

This s a good opportunity to- dscuss safe walking belhaviowr
and. how- to- make Hhemselves more visible as a pedestriomn or
cyclist:

Toww or Country

Ask the children to- collect or duraw- pletures of Hings tiey
might see on their way to- sehool. Sort thewm unto- sety of Hings
they might see mainly un the fown or mainly unv the cowntry.
How- will they sort tivings they might see i botin?

Introdunce two- large rings - label one "TOWN" and tive otirer
"COUNTRY". Let them put Hhelr pictures nto- Hie most
appropriote ring. Can Hiey create a thvurd avea for Hungs seen
v botiv, by overlapping tie rings?

Hozoxwds

Ask the childirew Uf they kinow- wirat a hazoard U

Con they gwe examples of any hazards they hasve seen on tireir
way to- sehool?

Ask thewm to- corsider wirat hazardy tivere moy be for partienlar
groups of people walking the same rowte as Hem eg. disaipled,
elderly, people witiv pushvelrainy or pets.

Do/ would hazovds chhange witiv e tume of year? e.g. becaunse of



Coary out a risk assessment of port of He journey to- school -
outside He school gates b a good starting point

WiHL younger chhildaren U U important to- discnss wivat Hvey
Hunk B meant by sometiving being "rsky". Con they give
examples of risky belhroatowr?

Droaw- ov wriute about the potential hazards Hey find eg.
crocked. poaing, potivoles, worw road markings, bad porking,
speeding efe Write or duaw how- Uf couddl be improved. Act one
the fundings. Let Hhe childaren write to- the appropriate

Detectwves

If yow are faking the children owt ay part of o Local study, yow
can wse the opportuvuty for themw to- act ay detectinves:

What les under the pavements oufsioe sehool? Wihat clines are
Hiere to- help them? What do- all thve mandrole covers "cover'?
Take rubbingy - can they fund owt what tie lettery on the
covery means?

How can ey tell wiretirer a road or povement lhay been dung
wp recently? How has U beew repaived? Iy Ut safe? Wihere will
they find information about future local road closuires? What
effect cowmdod iy howe on Hheir jowrney to- sehrool?

Compoare recent local photograpivy of the area arouwnd tive
sehool, withv those taken SO or more yeary ago- Look at
buildings, street furnitre and roaod names. What clues do- Hey
Jwe about the history of tie local area?



Crossaing Places

Ask the childaren to- think of a safe crossing place - can ey
make o model of U and write an explanation of how tHiey
wowld wse u?

Do the children actually know- howto- wolk safely wiere there
W o povement?

Ducwnss safe belonviowr, walking on the uuide away from
Hraffic and the kerb edge.

Disciss what to- do- Uf there (s no- povement, poarticidarly in a
rral areo.

Do ey kinow- how- to- make themselves more visible Uf Hhey
hawe to walks n poor daylight or darkiness?

Syny

Wit sort of road signs dothe childiren see on thelr way to-
sehool?

Which glve warnings (triangulor), wirleh are ovoers (clrewlar)
and wirvieh glwe unformation (rectangulor)?

Fund out wiere the busy junctiony are v sehool.

Duscunss and declde wiriehv would be tihve most suitoble signs to-
wse ande wirere to- positlon Hemw eg. slippery floor

Headteaciher!
Think apout signs for rudes e.g. no running, keep Left:

Where will they put information signs? E.g. visitors this way,
please report to- sehool office efe.



