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Environment Review

The three project teams established to
examine opportunities to pilot new ways
of working have now reported back with
their ideas.

As a consequence, a number of pilots will
be undertaken during the next

three months to assist in improving
customer service. The general themes
are reducing red tape, Respect Your
Town, and strengthening co-ordination of
strategy.

Reducing red tape largely involves the
regulatory services. A number of things
are intended to ensure that local people
are assisted in achieving the various
permissions they might need that relate
to the environmental block of services.

Respect Your Town is promoting higher
standards of cleanliness and greater
responsiveness in local areas. A small
budget will be given to local areas to
assist them with the broader cleanliness
agenda.

The pilots on strategy development look
at bringing scarce skills together to avoid
duplication of effort and to ensure that the
full benefits of all major initiatives are fully
understood by everyone.

Contact: Martin Kimber - 404200

Council’s Second Urban Design
and Built In Quality Award

Ceremony

The Council’s second Urban Design and
Built In Quality award ceremony will be
held later in the year, at the Wigan
Investment Centre. Last year’s event,
sponsored by Modus Properties, was a
great success and sponsorship for this
year’s event is currently being sought.

The awards will celebrate schemes
across the Borough that demonstrate
higher standards of design and
construction.

Shortlisting of potential winning schemes
will be taking place shortly, with the
winners in various categories announced
during the ceremony.

Contact: Steve Thompson — 404246
Paul Swift - 404278



Westwood Park

The Westwood Park planning application
was submitted in April, the basis of which
is a Masterplan that has been produced
over the past 12 months. Officers from
the Economic Regeneration Office led an
inter-departmental project team, with
representatives of Planning and
Regeneration, Engineers,

Community Protection and Legal and
Property Services all contributing to the
final document. The team has worked in
partnership with external consultants,
Hyder Consulting and The Fairhurst
Design Group, to create the Masterplan,
which has successfully made it through
the first round of the Royal Town
Planning Institute awards. Judges are
visiting the site in July before a shortlist is
announced in November.

The Masterplan takes into account the
ecological sensitivity of the site with three
distinct building types planned for the
business park. There are buildings with
solar sails, which use the latest
technology to provide energy efficient
ventilation, buildings with grass roofs,
which blend in with the surroundings and
topography of the site, and smaller
pavilion offices, which run along the Site
of Biological Importance to the west of
the site.

The mixture of size, location and natural
environment has created a first class
opportunity for a prestigious business
park at Westwood Park. This is a key site
for the Borough as it aims to attract high
growth/knowledge based industries,
creating further economic diversification
and enhanced employment opportunities.
The development will ultimately provide
over 50,000 m2 of new office space, and
create over 1,000 new jobs for the
Borough.

Contact: Damian Evans - 828986

Campion Initiative

It's amazing how wonderful the
countryside on your doorstep can be.
Just a short distance from Wigan —
between Hindley and Worsley Mesnes —
site two of the Borough’s most attractive
countryside sites — Amberswood and the
Wigan Flashes. Both sites born out of
the areas mining heritage now have an
abundance of wildlife and are excellent
for countryside recreation. Amberswood
is predominantly woodland, although
ponds and a central lake add a great deal
to the variety of habitats. The Wigan
Flashes offers a scenic network of lakes
called Flashes that are a joy to walk in
the Summer months and great for bird
watching in the Winter months. Much of
this landscape is a result of the Planning
and Regeneration Department obtaining
external grants towards funding
landscape improvements through an
initiative called “Campion”. In recent
years there have been a number of
schemes implemented — particularly
footpath improvements and habitat
creation and enhancements. In addition,
there have been interpretation, signage,
waymarking and public art initiatives and
these have included the involvement of
local school children. Working in
partnership with Groundwork Wigan and
the Lancashire Wildlife Trust, Campion
has been a major success story and has
been a fine example of how the Council
can turn former mining landscapes into
pleasant areas of countryside that Wigan
people can be pleased to visit and be
proud of.

Contact: Brian Warren - 404225

Access for All

The Environment Team have secured a
£14,000 Woodland Improvement Grant
(Access) from the Forestry Commission
for footpath schemes at Skitters Wood,

Bryn and Scowcroft, Hindley Green.



Work will be undertaken by the

British Trust for Conservation Volunteers
to refurbish existing footpaths, gates and
stiles to make a number of the Borough’s
woodlands more accessible to local
communities. Selective thinning of
blocks of tree planting will be undertaken
over the Summer months to improve the
ground flora and promote the
development of the better quality tree
stock.

Contact: Gary Harold - 404221

Conservation Volunteers Team

£27,000 has been made available for the
non-active open space budget to fund a
second team of British Trust for
Conservation Volunteers Team. The
team is called the BTCV Open Space
Management Team and their objective is
to carry out management of mainly
prominent main road sites to improve
their appearance. The works will be
Boroughwide with a start being made in
Tyldesley. The programme will
complement that being funded by the
Street Scene Team.

Contact: Simon Calderbank - 404224

Biodiversity Action Plans

Following the production of the
Biodiversity Strategy and first

three Action Plans by the Council and
Wigan Leisure and Culture Trust, work is
continuing to produce targets and actions
for more threatened species and habitats.

As well as implementing the work set out
in the adopted Action Plans, we are close
to finalising a further three Biodiversity
Action Plans. These are for Red Squirrel,
Bats and Roof Nesting Bird Species.
These cover nationally scarce and
protected species as well as more
common species such as House Martin,

Starling and House Sparrow which have
suffered large population declines.

The plans will continue our partnership
working to combine action on the ground
with education and use of Council
policies to protect and encourage these
species to flourish in the Borough.

Contact: Roz Park - 404232

Bickershaw Project

The Transforming Your Space,
Bickershaw Community Woodland
project is now in its final consultation
stage. Plans are being drawn up from
the consultation feedback so far from
local schools, Bickershaw youth group,
local access groups and questionnaires.
The plans will be on view at a
consultation event on the 29" July from
1 to 5 pm at Bickershaw Labour Club,
Bickershaw Lane. Displays, activities
and refreshments will be available on the
day to attract the local community to
come and have their say.

Contact: Sarah Sadler - 404226

Planning and Regeneration

Service Plan for 2006/07

The Planning and Regeneration
Department’s Service Plan for 2006/07
was approved by Planning Committee on
20™ June. A copy is available in the
Members’ Library. The Service Plan
shows the strong links between the
service objectives into achieving the
Council’s vision, particularly “places
where people want to live”. It sets out the
key performance indicators for the
service showing what was achieved in
the last year, together with targets for the
next 3 years. It also sets out key tasks
for improvement.

Contact: Dave Walker - 404249



Confirmation of Tree Preservation

Orders

Unopposed Tree Preservation Orders
have been confirmed under delegated
powers as follows:

* Tree Preservation Order No 25 of
2005 (Maypole Industrial Estate,
Park Lane, Abram) — the trees
affected by this Order are situated on
land known as Maypole Industrial
Estate, Park Lane.

» Tree Preservation Order No 21 of
2006 (Robin Hill Farm East,

Robin Hill Lane, Standish) — the trees
affected by this Order are situated on
land at Robin Hill Farm, Hill Lane,
Standish.

» Tree Preservation Order No 23 of
2006 (land to the rear of 126 and
128 Lowton Road, Golborne) — the
trees affected by this Order are
situated on land to the rear of 126 and
128 Lowton Road, Golborne.

» Tree Preservation Order No 33 of
2005 (Standish Cricket Ground,
Green Lane, Standish) — the trees
affected by this Order are situated on
land at Standish Cricket Ground,
Green Lane, Standish.

» Tree Preservation Order No 14 of
2006 (opposite 8, 9 and
10 Victoria Crescent, Standish) — the
trees affected by this Order are
situated on land opposite 8, 9 and
10 Victoria Crescent, Standish.

» Tree Preservation Order No 18 of
2006 (61 Vicarage Road, Orrell) — the
trees affected by this Order are
situated on land at 61 Vicarage Road,
Orrell.

* Tree Preservation Order No 16 of
2006 (land adjacent to
22 Thorneycroft, Leigh) — the trees
affected by this Order are situated on
land adjacent to 22 Thorneycroft,
Leigh.

* Tree Preservation Order No 38 of
2005 (Beech Hall, Beech Hall Street,
Wigan) — the trees affected by this

Order are situated on land at

Beech Hall, Beech Hall Street, Wigan.
Tree Preservation Order No 22 of
2006 (Mere Oaks School,

Wigan Road, Standish) — the trees
affected by this Order are situated on
land in the grounds of Mere Oaks
School, Wigan Road, Standish.

Tree Preservation Order No 19 of
2006 (land at 1 Culraven,

Haigh Road, Haigh) — the trees
affected by this Order are situated on
land at 1 Culraven, Haigh Road,
Haigh.

Tree Preservation Order No 2 of 2006
(Tan House Drive, Winstanley,
Wigan) — the trees affected by this
Order are situated on land to the rear
and opposite Winstanley

Primary School.

Tree Preservation Order No 44 of
2005 (Rough Wood, Whitecroft Road,
Hawkley Hall) — the trees affected by
this Order are situated on land at
Rough Wood, Whitecroft Road.

Tree Preservation Order No 6 of 2006
(7 and land adjacent to

22 Brookland Avenue, Hindley) — the
trees affected by this Oder are
situated at 7 and land adjacent to

22 Brookland Avenue, Hindley.

Tree Preservation Order No 25 of
2006 (land to the rear of

Walkden Avenue/Heeley Street,
Wigan) — the trees affected by this
Order are situated on land to the rear
of Walkden Avenue and

Heeley Street.

Tree Preservation Order No 17 of
2006 (land to the rear of

Mayflower Cottages, Standish) — the
trees affected by this Order are
situated on land to the rear of
Mayflower Cottages, Standish.

Tree Preservation Order No 24 of
2006 (land adjacent to 303 Whelley,
Wigan) — the trees affected by this
Order are situated on land adjacent to
303 Whelley, Wigan.

Contact: Andy Smalilshaw - 404233



Delegated Planning Applications

See attached schedule:

Wards: As specified on schedule
Contact:  Janette Court — 404256

Planning Appeals Notifications

See attached schedule:

Wards: As specified on schedule
Contact:  Janette Court — 404256

Adoption of Public Open Space

Adoption of Public Open Space has been
allocated to the under-mentioned areas
following Member consultation.

Adoption of public open space at
Monyash, Hampton Place,
Hindley Green from

George Wimpey UK Litd

Ward - Hindley Green
Adoption of public open space at
Crossdale Road, Hindley from
Persimmon Homes Ltd

Ward - Hindley

. Adoption of public open space at
Aughton Street, Hindley from
Morris Homes Ltd
Ward - Hindley

Contact: Brian Warren - 404225

New Street Names

Street names have been allocated to the
under-mentioned developments following
Member consultation:

Location Name

New residential Mab’s Cross Court
apartments to the
rear of

Mab’s Cross Hotel,
Standishgate, Wigan
by Mr R Rimmer
Ward — Wigan
Central

New residential
development at
Avondale Street,
Standish, Wigan by
Harlor Homes

Ward - Standish
with Langtree

Hedgerow Gardens

Contact: David Heyes - 404207

Access Grants 2006/07

In 2006/07 the total funds allocated for Access Grants are £24,370.

The following grant applications have been approved for Access Grants 2006/07.
They cover the first two rounds of the grant scheme.

The current balance of available funds for Access Grants 2006/07 is now at £22,002.

Ward | Organisation Grant for Approved
Ince Unify Credit Union Ltd Provision of a ramp to the entrance | £1,325
Abram | St John the Evangelist, Abram | Provision of ramped path to the £1,043

main entrance approach

Contact: Kathryn Barker 01942 404247 email: Kathryn.Barker@wiganmbc.gov.uk
or
Gemma Heaton 01942 404375 email: G.Heaton@wiganmbc.gov.uk
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Planning Appeals Lodged

Application
No and Date
Appeal
Lodged

A/05/65035
24/05/2006

A/05/65197
01/06/2006

A/06/65847
03/04/2006

ADV/06/05076
01/06/2006

Development, Location, Ward Officer’s
and Appellant Recommendation

To construct a control kiosk with  Refuse
associated area of hardstanding

with a 1.4m high stone wall

compound and new pedestrian

access and gate (re-sub of

A/04/61173).

Land opposite St Luke's Church,
Lodge Road, Orrell, Wigan.

(Orrell)
United Utilities Plc

Change of use of agricultural Refuse
land to use for the secured

storage of tourer caravans with
associated earth bank

screening, new access and

2.5m high palisade fencing.

Edge Green Farm, Edge Green

Road, Ashton-In-Makerfield,

Wigan, WN4 8YA.

(Golborne and Lowton West)

Mrs A Rigby

To vary Conditions 2 & 4 of Approve with
planning application A/05/64953 Conditions
to allow retention of apartment

block slab at higher level.

Land to the rear of 33-37

Almond Brook Road, Standish,

Wigan.

(Standish with Langtree)

Mr Stephen Robinson

To display 2 No free-standing, Refuse
internally illuminated display

units.

Land to the front of 34-36

Church Lane, Lowton,

Warrington, WA3 2AU.

(Lowton East)

Primesight Advertising Ltd

Decision of
Commiittee

Refused

Refused

Refused

Refused



Planning Appeals Dismissed

Application Development, Location, Ward Officer’s Decision of
No and Appellant Recommendation Committee
A/04/61208 Outline application: to develop Refuse Refused

0.310ha for residential purposes
— 24 No residential apartments,
24 No car parking spaces and
access thereto (all matters
reserved except siting and
means of access). (Re-
submission A/04/60449).

Land adjacent Rogerton Close,
Leigh, Wigan.

(Leigh East)

B & D Croft

ADV/05/05052 To display 1 No externally Refuse Refused
illuminated free standing 48
sheet display panel.

Land adjacent Anrich Veterinary
Hospital, Caroline Street,
Wigan, WN3 4EL.

(Douglas)

Highway Media UK Ltd



Planning Appeals Allowed with Conditions

Application Development, Location, Ward Officer’s Decision of

No and Appellant Recommendation Committee

A/05/64671 Outline application: residential Approve with Refused
development (all matters Conditions

reserved except means of
access to be taken from Railway
Street).

Land rear of 19-29 Railway
Street, Beech Hill, Wigan.

(Wigan West)
Basford Properties Limited



Planning Appeals Withdrawn

Application Development, Location, Ward Officer’s Decision of
No and Appellant Recommendation Committee
A/04/61984 Outline application: residential Delegate to Refused

development together with Director of

secure wildlife management Planning &

scheme (re-submission of Regeneration

A/03/58112).

Land rear of Primrose Lane,
Standish, Wigan.

(Standish with Langtree)
Wainhomes (NW) Ltd
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