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Summary Definition of Special Interest

The town of Ashton-in-Makerfield has a recorded history from medieval times. Its most significant
period of growth was during the C18 and C19 which resulted from the local expansion of the
coal mines, the cotton mills and the manufacture of metal products. As the economy grew, the
town centre developed around the traditional through route with a fine collection of Victorian
commercial and public buildings. This area now forms the Conservation Area and includes most
of the commercial centre, the two listed historic churches with their surrounding open spaces, and
examples of Victorian workers terrace housing.

Of particular note is the large percentage of key buildings and groups that positively contribute
to the important heritage townscape of the area. This Conservation Area appraisal identifies the
historic townscapes and details that describe the qualities of the three Character Areas.

Three key negative factors are identified: the numerous inappropriate poor quality shopfronts
and signage that detract from the heritage buildings; the frequent poor maintenance and use of
unsuitable replacement materials; and the impact of the heavy through traffic.

Management and enhancement proposals are described including: changes to the boundary;
local listing recommendations; the opportunities for enhancement with controls using technical
guidance and a potential Article 4 Direction; and the involvement of the community.

The aim of this Conservation Area Appraisal is to assist the Council to protect and enhance the
heritage while enabling the public to recognise the benefits and their own responsibilities.

Figure 1: Ashton-in-Makerfield town centre and the Conservation Area boundary.



