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WIGAN'S WENDY

IS A WINNER

Wendy snd some of her shadmnts

A ¥Wigan ACL student, who is now teaching, has
won Morth YWest Adult Leamer of the Year,

‘Wendy Lewis pickad up her award ai the URBIS Cantre in
Manchester and katar headed for London to attend the national
award ceremony gt the Cusen Elizabeth Confarence Centra in
‘Wastminstar, Tha award is organised by the Nebonal Institute of
Adust Contswengy Education (NIACE).

‘Wandy's prograss includes baing one of YWesbeigh High School's
first adult leamers attending & computer course so she could
haldp har son usa a laptop. This was followsd by Arcenabtarapy
sesscns at the Image Cendra in Leagh undar bors Canol Hophkins

and Bav Higham.
Teaching

Al Westieigh High the former communily development manager,

Pal Morgan, encouraged Wendy 1o fake an Adull Teaching

Eﬂllﬂmnun and she now leaches Asomathesspy al Night
hoal.

Sludents are hull of praige for their teacher, “Wendy made the

course nob only aducational bul aiso fun - she gemonstraled well

and ancouraged us to bry SEffenen] lechnigues.

Wendy alao vislts Wigan Infirmary as a voluntear Arcmatherapigt
In the Cnoslogy depariment. She plans o do a foundaton
degres in Complimentary Medicineg.

Weostelgh's Community Developenent Manager, Jayne Eumah
gavs: “| nominated Wendy as her learming Journey, from an
Introdbection course to now leaching, has been an |nepiration.
Wha are forbunate here at the school that she continues fo pass
on her knowledge of Holistic Therapy to our adult beamers. She
continues fo develop her own akilla which is brilllant. There is o
siopplng her powl! Well done Wendyl®

Delighted

Headteacher a1 Westleigh High, John Pout, says. A few years
age wa had 20 adults a year using the school for Adult
Education. Mow it's over 400 per week. | am delighted for
Wandy for winning this award. Sha fully deserves the praise.”

A final word from Wendy: "The school and staff | have bean
invotvad with have inspired and rurured ma through miy besening
adwentura.  Y¥ithout them | would not have entered info any of
this. Giping back into education has been the best thing | hawve
dong, but withouwt the support of these people and most

imgortanty my hushand David ard my famity, | couldn't hawe
maraged - thank vou everyone.”
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the aims o ACL

QOur Mission

THE MISSION of Wigan LEA Adult and
Community Leaming Service is:

"To work in partnership to provide high quality,
innovative accessible and relevant first stapsiskills
for life learning and progression opportunitios which
stimulate a culture of lifelong learning.”

Four key principles underpin our Adult and
Community Learning Mission:

1. To develop, co-ordingde, fund, and qualily assune,
camiculum provision delivesed within our Schools and
exlenal pariner organisations,

2. To concensirate solely on non-accrediled “firsl steps’
learning 1o engage, enthuse and enable hard (o reach’
laarners,

3. To contract for core daelivery with pariners - such as
‘Cammumnity” High Schools - wha have a track recond of
quality delivery and have the ability and willingness to
focilitale leamer progression onlo scoredited provigion,
4 To develop a nebwock of addibonal pariners via
intermediares in the communityhvoluntanscharity sechor,
who ane almeady engaged with disadvantaged groups
and individuals,

Tha vision informing the strategic managemant of
Wigan Council’s Adult and Community Leaming
Service is to:

1. Contribule to the renewal of dissdvaniaged
nelghbourhood communities throughout the Borough

2. Walue the diversity of, Iacilitale the inclusion of, and
creale equality of opportunity for marginalized groups of
Individunts

3. Support the “first sleps' on a |ifelong learming journey
allowing evary individual 1o explore, exploit and fulfil thair
polential and 1o partcipate effectively wilhin (heir
community andior the warkplace,

The vision for Adull and Community Leaming is to build
a bridge between ' hard o reach’ leamers in
dizadvantaged communities and the |adders of
accredited leaming progression within (s local Sikih
Farm, FE and HE institulions by developing ndan-
accredited Tirs! glaps’ leaming opporunites which:

* Respond 1o the needs and aspirations of our leamers
offering a transifon, for example, from |elswe bo learming
* Are fexible - delvered al a time, place and pace o
mmeel the leamers” particular clrcumsiances

"Are delivered W a8 supporilve, non-threalening
enviranment - often n an nformal, small geowp, family o
intergeneralional contexl - without the pressure of
accreditation.

" Provide enjoyment, anlarainmen), interes!, inssirabon
and stimulatian,
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From mop to pop thanks to ACL!

Communily Enterprise Manager Patsy Hodson looks at Hesketh Flelcher High School's

ACL success sfories

AFTER a hard day's work, the cleaning and kitchen staff of
Heskath Fletcher High Schood don't want to go homea, In
fact after they finish, several members of their famiies and
friends join them for evenings packed with exciting
activities.

The taster programme designed for familles has been paid
for by the Adult and Community Leaming Fund and is a
roaring success|

The courses have included:

Survival, Qrigami, E-mail, Christmas cooking, Winter
Hanging Baskets, World War 2, Local History, Star-gazing,
Trarmpalining, Pilates

The staff and their fiends enjoy themsekles s0 much that
many of them have now booked in for longer courses,
Adult student Lynne Gregory is now taking a CLAIT
course, Catering Manager Trudy Hodgkinson siarted as an
ACL student and is now 8 qualified tutor for some of the
COUrsas.

If you want to sea tham with your own eyes, why nol come
glong tw “Showcase”, the school's summer talent

exfravaganza, where they have been selected to performn
on slage the Beatles number "Let it be!”, after @ crash
course in Performing Ars with Gareth Danieds, one of the

school's talented young teachers.

And many mare. ...

Lepaming sefaly ssues befom fempoinmg

Trudly Hedpkinaon, Cadoring Marger af e sehoo
o & taster dey for sdu MBI COUFSES

Success for ACL provision at Orrell Community
Education Centre, Abraham Guest High School

Students progress
leads to exhibition

The WYWigan LEA Adult and Community Lesming ocounges
offerad at Qrrell CEC have met with outstanding succass.
During the year 2003004, 562 adults attended coursas ranging
from Tai Chi te Chinase

Many af the adults rlurning bo learming at Omall CEC hawve
enjoyed their exparsanca 50 much that they have progressed

Egyptology at Abraham
Guest Adult Centre

David Poyniz first becama Interested In Egyptology
after wisiting Egypt in 1983 and on nine other
occaslons since. Together with fiftean other students
he recently enrclled on an Adult and Community
Learning course in Egypiology ai Abraham Guest
Adult Centre.

Tutor John Johngon recognised the abilily and
aenthusiasm within the group and worked wih Or Joanine
Flslchar, world-renowned Egyplologist,
write 8 prograssion mumafmhamtatn
ot thasr laaming.

This ABC Leved 2 Carlificate in Egyptology -
equivalent 1o a short course GCSE - was the
first officially recognised natonal Egyplology
course balow degree |ewed, Tha developmesn
of a Leval 3 Cartficate - equivalant to A Lawval
- i MW Uy,

David and his fallow ACL studants - together
with six other recruils - succasshully
complated the Leval 2 cedificate n 2003 and
David oblained 3 Distinclion, They weda
recently presented with their cerificabes by
Alan Fildes, a well known Egyplologist and
author, at a dinnar gt tha MUPRO Centra
Azhban,

Many of the students have joined “Horus®, the Wigan

Em'ﬁ Society, which meats every two months at
tha mﬂanmaﬂhmﬂm'imt SEakars.

In Saptembar, David - togather wilh another sfudant
from the gl‘l:ll.lfl Linda Clasika - will ba starting & full-time
BA course in Egyplian Archaseology al Liverpool

LUniversity.

ondo furthes, accredited provision offered by Wigan and Leigh
College in the Commanity at e Cenira.

Many othars have formed affiated groups in Painting, Bridge,
Badminbon, Gift Card Design, Yoga and Tai Chi, |n Poblery the
Qroaap hawe progresssd ao moch thal the tutor has crganised
an axhibition of their work, over the coming months, at 'Wigan
Investmant Cevira.

Bavig Posnlz and Linds Clanke with Adan Fides (candna)
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Sue Hanson manages the Tyldesley Community Education Centre with Joyce Houghiton.

Here she reports on a major success story.

A picture of success

ART TUTOR Chrislina Martin, who exhibils her work
throughout the country, suggesiad offernng an oil painling
course al our Tyldeskey Community Education Gantre.

Following a huge responss 1o our adverlisemanl we put
on 2 beginners’ courses each Monday for 10 weeks,
funded by ACL.

Skillz taught Include how 1o mix and thin colours, the use

A witor Christina Martin iz absolutaly thrlled with the
response she has received from all the students and i
vary pleased with the standard of work they have
produced as they were all beginners and new to the
subject. She has been delighted with the supporl from
ACL and Wigan and Leigh College and the range of
innovative courses on offer to the students.

Student John Bullen says, °1 have not enjoyved a course

NEWS

of gifferent brushes and the paletle knife, applying ois o as much as this and | am looking forwand bo starting the
canvas. The studenls completed 4 painlings each, all of  vocational ol painting course in September.”

differenl subjects.

Advanced ol painling courses, coverng lechnigues in
mone deplh, ara now offersd alongside the successiul
beginmers’ courses.

inn the coming academic year we have applied o run a
Wigan and Leigh College in the Community vocational
course on oll painting, leading to qualificalions.

We alzo hope 1o offer 2 courses on portrail painting for
beginners and advanced students.

o1 naxt yaar's pordrad paring
il g oolpor maring pourEg

Cur students are new ko the specialised art of oil painling
although some have previousty worked on walercolours
ard painting and drawing. Some are retired and wanl o
leam a new hobby or 10 expand thelr knowledge of art,
Others have nol been in education for many vears,
finding it difficult to gel imvodved in lsaming new things.
They have been encouraged to take parl in the art
COLFse, anjoving il 50 much that they are now anrolling
on olther coursas.

Learning in the high street

Students in Hindley are leaming life skills through
running their own high street shop.

Tyidashay sludants am growd
of el work

Arf fufor Chisting Adovfin

Amberswood Charity Shop, which was eslablished following the
succass of their market stall, sells dothes and bric-a-brac and
enables students with special needs and leaming difficulties to
play a more active role in the community.

The adull students also gain qualificetions to Mational Skill
Profiles standards which are targeted specifically at the special
needs sector and are a precursar o NVQs.

Initially Amberswood Environmental Services was set up fo
provide basic employment opporunities for people with special
needs and leaming difficulties. A day cenire was used for
recycling aluminium and sieel cans. This progressed into a
works unit, taking on contracls which included paper and
eventually clothing collections.

When funding ran out other ways were needed to help the charity
survive leading to the provision of educational opportunities.

Amberswood Centre managers Dave Latham and Fred Gleaves
acknowledge the support of Wigan Council's ACL managers
Bemard Murphy and Beryl Colvin who have provided support for
the centra. This has lead to opportunities for 25 new students to
work, train and gain gualifications.
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Students’ success at Marsh Green
Community Centre

Life long Leamning is for everyone reporls Working Wonders Manager Joyce Hanlon

Two of our adult laamars gaining quelificatons in Baracy and nemaracy are Sesan and Linda. They have overcxme

naEmerous bamiers to show that its never oo B8 o eam.

Sarsan is back a1 schood leaming to be a Classroom Assistand. Bhe didn't realse the importance of qualifcatons
whan she was 8 pupil. Sha lefl schonl with few qualifications and bler worked at GUS for 22 years, taking aarty

reftimmant through @ health.

Lindia can now hedp her chidren with bthadr homework through gameng new guaSfications. She left school with low
CSE grades and workad on a couple of ¥TS schemes. Later sha spant 4 yaars in 8 factory followad by work as a
saweyg machinisd. Both shedenis thogght they were oo old to sam but ame now taking Basic Skills Awareness
training which will maka them Leaming Champions. This maans they will hawe the skills bo ancourage other reswctant

lsamers io follow thesr sxampla.
FAMILY LEARNING

Success
stories

Sonia Hughes

A young mum with 2 children, who lsft school at 16,
has qualified as & Tasching fasistsnt
Sonia has gained full time smp
James", reley Mesnes, having

Level 2 Teaching Assistant course,

Ehe |s koking forwand o further raining 20 thal she can
bacoma a Highar Leval Teaching Assistant and, when
the time i3 fght. go to Teacher Tralning College.

Sonia started with Family Leaming Maeths, then
completed Family Mumeracy and K52 maths courses.
She has passed City and Guilds Lavel 2 Adull Numeanacy
and comgdeted the Family Learning History coursa, and
the Family Literacy course When her youngest child
slarted achool ahe started &8 & parant helper.

nt at St
the HCFE

Sonla says: "ACL Family Leaming gol me started and
the College in the Community kepl me in. | would newves
have gone o college because | woukl have found i1 boo
intimidating but now | know | can da it
Sonka |s an Insplration and potential role-model for
youmg masms who leave school with few gualifications
and no goal In ménd.  He: awakeosd sell-bedef |3 8
leaswre (o sea. All her tuiors and the Headieacher of
er new school ape pleased o withess it and are
thamsatves modivated by her success.”

Stephen Nicholas

Stephan Micholas, a father of four, left school in 1982
when ha was sixtesn.

Howenar ha |5 now back in school quite often in order to
take part In the regular Famlly Leaming courses hekd at
St Philip's, Casile
Hill. Yhaa the
opportunity first
caAme aerg, Sephan
felt he would ke io
catelh  up on  the
learning ha had
previously  mizaed
and belter equip
némaed 1o support his

childran n school. Paranl Co-ordiralor S3aphen Mcholas

Ha attended his first courss, Steps mio Schood, whan his
youny son was four,  Since then he has allended
courses in Literacy, Science and History and ha is right
e working lowards @ Cily and Guilds Leved 1 Literacy

dquealification.

Hig tangets for the futere are 1o study mone Hslony and 1o
achiave a Leval 2 qualification in Litaracy.

Slephan it & kpan Wigan Rugby Leagus supdarer s
he has a greal sanse of humour, bul there is no doubteng
the seriougness of hiz desre to learm. As Parant co-
ordinalor for Family Leaming at St Philip's, he gathars
logatner a group of like-minded parents lor the beginnng
af each new course.

Wi wish Thern wall. Long may ihesr enthusiasm for
begming condinua!

Faran Mitchall

Karen Milchell passed Foundation Family Liberacy and
Mumeracy courses at Woadfold Schoal in 2002403,
She also achieved K51 English, Maths and Science.
Karen worked a3 & dinner lady in bhe school and joined
the Better
Reading
Fartnarshlp,
hedpi an a
nnap—h::mnn& bzl
with  indiwidual
children  whao
neesded reading
Ehe has
helpad cut in the
Recapilon class
and i now
working a3 &
Leaming Support Assistant doing Special Meods at
Elandish High School.

Responsas from Schools

“Parenis have galned In confidence themsslvas and 0
thair ability to help thair children.......Tha children's
Blaracy and numeracy have greatly mproved....... T
childran contesa bo benefd from parental supperl. Two
peheada. Piow rUn oo Wathe Garmes Libeany®

Buzanne Turner, 5t Thomas' CE Primary, Golbome

“Children looked forward o coming to school, En||.::|:.ra-:l
Leltwginey hornenwtel I and Broughl Ui n frome homss
which had madeidone at koma. ...

o el i e o i e

an al courses n o
up for coursas at Wigan and Leigh College®.
ann Roughley, &t James' CE Primary, Worslay
axnes

=
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Suzan and Linda with Ibair cerilicatas

ACL Wigan and Leigh College

First Steps Learning in
Disadvantaged Communities

Since recently oblaining funding from Wigan LEA Adull and
Community Leamang, Wigan and Leigh College have been able o
offer tasier courses with progression roulss onlo Colege i the
Community coursas,

The tasier courses are offered at various venues with progression o
thia Melghbourhood Leaming Cenlras which s bated |n Dorsel Road
Enterprise Cenire, Altheron; Platt Bridge Community Zone; and Norey
Hall Communily Cenire in Wigan. The cenires are offering the
opportunity for residents in these Ssadvaniaged communibies to Lake
the firsl step in returming o education &vd Emproving Their emgloyment
prospects.

IT courses have taken place in Shevington, Hindley, Golborme and
Atherion Librares and the Elthnic Cenire al Leigh with @ total of 28
gludents. Seven of these students will be progressing onlo New Star
Computers Made Easy courses,

A Formby Avenue Family Centre in Atheron, a cake decorabion
courss has [aken place where 10 students, who ame moslly single
parants, completed the course and are now able 1o creake novelly
party cakes: for their children's birthdays and special 0oCAsIoNS,

A ghorl, taster confidence bulding oourse look place al the Family
Cenlre with T shedenls atending who kave all now progressed onlbo a
Mew Slart courss held al Dorsel Road Enterprise Cenlre,

Alzo &l Dorset Riosd Enterprise Cenlre, 13 sludents from the Hag Fold
Estate compleled a fasier Spanish coursa and 10 have now
progressed onlo @ Mew Starl Spanish courss,

An inlerior Design course = scheduled 1o starl with a tutar who herssll
has altended a Hew Starl Greatings Cards course, She came lo this
country with her hesband as an asydem seeker and hag just been
granted perrmission o wark,

A group of sludents hawe completed an inbroducton o Beauly Theragy
oourse 8l Platl Bridge and 2 are now wailing o begin a New Slan
course and have bean o visll the Image Centre al Wigan and Leigh
College 1o enguire about cerlified courses. Also al Plall Bridpe a
Modilomonsan ocookory CoOrsd hod jual stored with 7 abedanta.
Introduction to Spanish and Introduction o Confidence Building
GOUrSes are dus o commence S00n.

The ACL tasier courses ase proving sucocessid in aliracling studenis
and providing & stepping slane o moving an,
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