PROPOSALS FOR PRESCRIBED ALTERATIONS OTHER
THAN FOUNDATION PROPOSALS

1. School and local education authority details

1. The name, address and category of the school and a contact address for
the local education authority who are publishing the proposals.

School details:

Hindley High School — Arts College, Mornington Road, Hindley, Wigan, WN2
4L.G — a foundation school.

Local education authority publishing the proposals:

Wigan Council, Children and Young People’s Services, Progress House,
Westwood Park Drive, Wigan, WN3 4HH

2. Implementation and any proposed stages for implementation

2. The date on which the proposals are planned to be implemented, and if
they are to be implemented in stages, a description of what is planned for
each stage, and the number of stages intended and the dates of each stage.

The proposal will be implemented on 1 September 2012.
It will not be implemented in stages.




Objections and comments
3. A statement explaining the procedure for making representations,
including—

(a) the date by which objections or comments should be sent to the local
education authority; and

(b) the address of the authority to which objections or comments should be
sent.

(a) Objections to or comments on the proposals must be sent to the local
authority in writing by 1 October 2009.

(b) The address to which objections or comments should be sent is:

Wigan Council, Children and Young People’s Services, School Place
Commissioning Team, Progress House, Westwood Park Drive, Wigan,
WN3 4HH

Email: SchoolsForFuture@wigan.gov.uk

Alteration description

4. A description of the proposed alteration and in the case of special school
proposals, a description of the current special needs provision.

It is proposed to enlarge Hindley High School — Arts College by rebuilding a
larger school on the current site. This will increase the capacity of the school,
and the admission number will be increased.

School capacity

5.—(1) Where the alteration is an alteration falling within any of paragraphs
1to 4, 8, 9 and 12-14 of Schedule 2 or paragraphs 1-4, 7, 8, 18, 19 and 21 of
Schedule 4 to The School Organisation (Prescribed Alterations to Maintained
Schools) (England) Regulations 2007, the proposals must also include—

(a) details of the current capacity of the school and where the proposals
will alter the capacity of the school, the proposed capacity of the school
after the alteration;

The current capacity of the school is 935. The proposed capacity of the school
after the alteration is 1125.

(b) details of the current number of pupils admitted to the school in each
relevant age group, and where this number is to change, the proposed
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number of pupils to be admitted in each relevant age group in the first
school year in which the proposals will have been implemented;

The current number of pupils admitted to the school in each relevant age
group is 187. The proposed number of pupils to be admitted in each relevant
age group is 225. The new admission number will apply from 1 September
2012 across all year groups at the school.

(c) where it is intended that proposals should be implemented in stages,
the number of pupils to be admitted to the school in the first school
year in which each stage will have been implemented,;

Not applicable

(d) where the number of pupils in any relevant age group is lower than the
indicated admission number for that relevant age group a statement to
this effect and details of the indicated admission number in question.

Not applicable

(2) Where the alteration is an alteration falling within any of paragraphs 1, 2,
9,12 and 13to 4, and 7 and 8 of Schedule 2 or paragraphs 1, 2, 8, 18 ands
19 of Schedule 4 to The School Organisation (Prescribed Alterations to
Maintained Schools) (England) Regulations 2007 a statement of the number
of pupils at the school at the time of the publication of the proposals.

The number of pupils predicted to be at the school at the time of publication of
the proposals (3 September 2009) is:

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Total
173 185 184 169 186 897

Note on pupil numbers

Year 7:

The figure is the number of places allocated for year 7 in September 2009.
The actual number of pupils starting will only be known on the first day of the
Autumn term, that is 2 September 2009




Years 8to 11

These figures are based on the number of pupils on roll at the school on the
last day of the Summer term in July 2009. New applications for children
wishing to start on the first day of the Autumn term 2009 which were received
before the Summer holiday have also been included.

Implementation

6. Where the proposals relate to a foundation or voluntary controlled school
a statement as to whether the proposals are to be implemented by the local
education authority or by the governing body, and, if the proposals are to be
implemented by both, a statement as to the extent to which they are to be
implemented by each body.

Hindley High School is a foundation school. The proposals will be
implemented by the local authority as part of Phase 1 of the Wigan Schools
for the Future programme.

Additional Site

7.—(1) A statement as to whether any new or additional site will be required
if proposals are implemented and if so the location of the site if the school is to
occupy a split site.

Not applicable — the current school site is big enough to accommodate the
new school building and the existing building whilst construction work takes
place.

(2) Where proposals relate to a foundation or voluntary school a statement
as to who will provide any additional site required, together with details of the
tenure (freehold or leasehold) on which the site of the school will be held, and
if the site is to be held on a lease, details of the proposed lease.

Not applicable

Changes in boarding arrangements

8.—(1) Where the proposals are for the introduction or removal of boarding
provision, or the alteration of existing boarding provision such as is mentioned
in paragraph 7 or 14 of Schedule 2 or 4 to The School Organisation
(Prescribed Alterations to Maintained Schools) (England) Regulations 2007 —




(a) the number of pupils for whom it is intended that boarding provision will
be made if the proposals are approved,;

Not applicable

(b) the arrangements for safeguarding the welfare of children at the
school;

Not applicable

(c) the current number of pupils for whom boarding provision can be made
and a description of the boarding provision;

Not applicable

(d) except where the proposals are to introduce boarding provision, a
description of the existing boarding provision.

Not applicable

(2) Where the proposals are for the removal of boarding provisions or an
alteration to reduce boarding provision such as is mentioned in paragraph 7 or
14 of Schedule 2 or 4 to The School Organisation (Prescribed Alterations to
Maintained Schools) (England) Regulations 2007 —

(a) the number of pupils for whom boarding provision will be removed if
the proposals are approved;

Not applicable

(b) a statement as to the use to which the former boarding accommodation
will be put if the proposals are approved.

Not applicable




Transfer to new site

9. Where the proposals are to transfer a school to a new site the following
information—

(a) the location of the proposed site (including details of whether the
school is to occupy a single or split site), and including where
appropriate the postal address;

Not applicable

(b) the distance between the proposed and current site;

Not applicable

(c) the reason for the choice of proposed site;

Not applicable

(d) the accessibility of the proposed site or sites;

Not applicable

(e) the proposed arrangements for transport of pupils to the school on its
new site;

Not applicable

() a statement about other sustainable transport alternatives where pupils
are not using transport provided, and how car use in area will be
discouraged.

Not applicable




Objectives

10. The objectives of the proposals.

The objectives of the proposal are to increase the physical capacity and
admission number at Hindley High School to ensure that there are sufficient
places to accommodate all pupils living in the proposed new catchment area,
that is Hindley, Hindley Green, Abram and Bickershaw, and attending the
associated primary schools who want a place.

Consultation
11. Evidence of the consultation before the proposals were published
including—
(a) a list of persons who were consulted;
(b) minutes of all public consultation meetings;
(c) the views of the persons consulted;

(d) a statement to the effect that all applicable statutory requirements in
relation to the proposals to consult were complied with; and

(e) copies of all consultation documents and a statement on how these
documents were made available.

a) List of persons and parties consulted: appendix 1

b) Minutes of the drop-in sessions for parents and the community: appendix 2
Minutes of the staff meeting: appendix 3
Minutes of the governors’ meeting: appendix 4
Minutes of the meeting with pupils: appendix 5

c) The views of the persons consulted: appendix 6

d) All applicable statutory requirements to consult in relation to the proposals
were complied with as follows:
e adequate time was allowed: 6 weeks outside school holidays;

o sufficient information was provided: in the consultation document, at
drop-in sessions for parents and the community and at meetings with
the staff and governors of the school,

e it was made clear in the consultation document, on the council website
and at the drop-in sessions and meetings how consultees could
express their views: in writing, by completing the response form in the
consultation booklet or by making comments at meetings;




e all the views expressed were presented within a report to elected
members at the Cabinet meeting at which the decision to publish the
proposals was made;

e all parties specified in the school organisation guidance were consulted
and

e pupils were consulted.

e) Copies of the consultation documents:
Consultation booklet: appendix 7
Online student consultation: appendix 8

Details of how the consultation booklet was made available are included in
appendix 1.

The student consultation was made available to pupils online. The School
Council and the Headteacher were requested to publicise the unique URL in
school. Students could access the consultation online either at school or at
home.

Project costs

12. A statement of the estimated total capital cost of the proposals and the
breakdown of the costs that are to be met by the governing body, the local
education authority, and any other party.

The estimated total capital cost of the proposals is £24m. This will be met
entirely by the local authority from Building Schools for the Future funding.

13. A copy of confirmation from the Secretary of State, local education
authority and the Learning and Skills Council for England (as the case may
be) that funds will be made available (including costs to cover any necessary
site purchase).

Funds will be made available as part of phase one of Wigan’s Building
Schools for the Future Programme.

Confirmation from the Secretary of State that Wigan local authority is on the
programme is attached at appendix 9.




Age range

14. Where the proposals relate to a change in age range, the current age
range for the school.

Not applicable

Early years provision

15. Where the proposals are to alter the lower age limit of a mainstream
school so that it provides for pupils aged between 2 and 5—

(a) details of the early years provision, including the number of full-time
and part-time pupils, the number and length of sessions in each week,
and the services for disabled children that will be offered;

Not applicable

(b) how the school will integrate the early years provision with childcare
services and how the proposals are consistent with the integration of
early years provision for childcare;

Not applicable

(c) evidence of parental demand for additional provision of early years
provision;

Not applicable

(d) assessment of capacity, quality and sustainability of provision in
schools and in establishments other than schools who deliver the Early
Years Foundation Stage within 3 miles of the school;

Not applicable

(e) reasons why such schools and establishments who have spare
capacity cannot make provision for any forecast increase in the
number of such provision.




Not applicable

Changes to sixth form provision

16. (1) Where the proposals are to alter the upper age limit of the school so
that the school provides sixth form education or additional sixth form
education, a statement of how the proposals will—

(a) improve the educational or training achievements;

(b) increase participation in education or training; and

(c) expand the range of educational or training opportunities
for 16-19 year olds in the area.

Not applicable

(2) Where the proposals are to alter the upper age limit of the school so that
the school will provide sixth form education, the proposed number of sixth
form places to be provided.

Not applicable

17. Where the proposals are to alter the upper age limit of the school so that
the school ceases to provide sixth form education, a statement of the effect on
the supply of 16-19 places in the area.

Not applicable

Special educational needs

18. Where the proposals are to establish or change provision for special
educational needs—

(a) a description of the proposed types of learning difficulties in respect of
which education will be provided and, where provision for special
educational needs already exists, the current type of provision;

Hindley High School has specially resourced places reserved for children with
physical/medical needs.

No changes are proposed.
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(b) any additional specialist features will be provided;

Not applicable

(c) the proposed numbers of pupils for which the provision is to be made;

Not applicable

(d) details of how the provision will be funded;

Not applicable

(e) a statement as to whether the education will be provided for children
with special educational needs who are not registered pupils at the
school to which the proposals relate;

Not applicable

(f) a statement as to whether the expenses of the provision will be met
from the school’s delegated budget;

Not applicable

(g) the location of the provision if it is not to be established on the existing
site of the school;

Not applicable

(h) where the provision will replace existing educational provision for
children with special educational needs, a statement as to how the
local education authority believes that the new provision is likely to lead
to improvement in the standard, quality and range of the educational
provision for such children;
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Not applicable

(i) the number of places reserved for children with special educational
needs, and where this number is to change, the proposed number of
such places.

Not applicable.

19. Where the proposals are to discontinue provision for special educational
needs—

(a) details of alternative provision for pupils for whom the provision is
currently made;

Not applicable

(b) details of the number of pupils for whom provision is made that is
recognised by the local education authority as reserved for children
with special educational needs during each of the 4 school years
preceding the current school year;

Not applicable

(c) details of provision made outside the area of the local education
authority for pupils whose needs will not be able to be met in the area
of the authority as a result of the discontinuance of the provision;

Not applicable

(d) a statement as to how the authority believe that the proposals are likely
to lead to improvement in the standard, quality and range of the
educational provision for such children.

Not applicable — there will be no change in this provision.
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20. Where the proposals will lead to alternative provision for children with
special educational needs, as a result of the establishment, alteration or
discontinuance of existing provision, the specific educational benefits that will
flow from the proposals in terms of—

(a) improved access to education and associated services including the
curriculum, wider school activities, facilities and equipment with
reference to the local education authority’s Accessibility Strategy;

(b) improved access to specialist staff, both educational and other
professionals, including any external support and outreach services;

(c) improved access to suitable accommodation; and
(d) improved supply of suitable places.

Not applicable

Sex of pupils

21. Where the proposals are to make an alteration to provide that a school
which was an establishment which admitted pupils of one sex only becomes
an establishment which admits pupils of both sexes—

(a) details of the likely effect which the alteration will have on the balance
of the provision of single sex education in the area;

Not applicable

(b) evidence of local demand for single-sex education;

Not applicable

(c) details of any transitional period which the body making the proposals
wishes specified in a transitional exemption order (within the meaning
of section 27 of the Sex Discrimination Act 1975).

Not applicable

22. Where the proposals are to make an alteration to a school to provide
that a school which was an establishment which admitted pupils of both sexes
becomes an establishment which admits pupils of one sex only—
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(a) details of the likely effect which the alteration will have on the balance
of the provision of single-sex education in the area;

Not applicable

(b) evidence of local demand for single-sex education.

Not applicable

Extended services

23. If the proposed alterations affect the provision of the school’s extended
services, details of the current extended services the school is offering and
details of any proposed change as a result of the alterations.

Not applicable

Need or demand for additional places

24. If the proposals involve adding places—

(a) a statement and supporting evidence of the need or demand for the
particular places in the area;

As part of the BSF programme, a review of the whole of non-Catholic
secondary school provision in Wigan Borough has taken place. The proposals
for phase 1 of the programme include reducing the number of secondary
schools in the borough by 2.

To ensure that pupils can access a place at a local secondary school the local
authority is proposing that non-catholic secondary schools give priority for
admission to children living in catchment areas and attending the associated
non-catholic primary schools in the area. It is proposed that Hindley High
School serve the communities of Hindley, Hindley Green, Abram and
Bickershaw in the first instance.

The table below shows the number of children who are estimated to require a
place at Hindley High School in future years on this basis.
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Current school year group:

R Y1l Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6

Enter year 7.in:

2015 | 2014 | 2013|2012 |2011 | 2010 | 2009

Number of children in 224 225 218 | 225 231 | 221 |210
catchment area and
attending associated
primaries

Total all children 236 238 | 230 | 240 254 | 228 | 227
attending associated
primaries

Data taken from ONE system July 2009

(b) where the school has a religious character, a statement and supporting
evidence of the demand in the area for education in accordance with
the tenets of the religion or religious denomination;

Not applicable

(c) where the school adheres to a particular philosophy, evidence of the
demand for education in accordance with the philosophy in question
and any associated change to the admission arrangements for the
school.

Not applicable

25. If the proposals involve removing places—

(a) a statement and supporting evidence of the reasons for the removal,
including an assessment of the impact on parental choice;

Not applicable

(b) a statement on the local capacity to accommodate displaced pupils.

Not applicable
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Expansion of successful and popular schools

25A. (1) Proposals must include a statement of whether the proposer
considers that the presumption for the expansion of successful and popular
schools should apply, and where the governing body consider the
presumption applies, evidence to support this.

(2) Sub-paragraph (1) applies to expansion proposals in respect of primary
and secondary schools, (except for grammar schools), i.e. falling within:

(a) (for proposals published by the governing body) paragraphs 1 and 2
of Part 1 to Schedule 2 and paragraphs 12 and 13 of Part 2 to
Schedule 2; ;

(b) (for proposals published by the LA) paragraphs 1 and 2 of Part 1 to
Schedule 4.

of the Prescribed Alteration regulations.
(3) Whilst not required by regulations to provide this information for any

LA proposals to expand a voluntary or foundation school, it is desirable to
provide this below.

Not applicable

Additional information in the case of special schools

26. Where the proposals relate to a special school the following information
must also be provided—

(a) information as to the numbers, age range, sex and special educational
needs of the pupils (distinguishing boarding and day pupils) for whom
provision is made at the school;

Not applicable

(b) information on the predicted rise or fall (as the case may be) in the
number of children with particular types of special educational needs
requiring specific types of special educational provision;

Not applicable
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(c) a statement about the alternative provision for pupils who may be
displaced as a result of the alteration;

Not applicable

(d) where the proposals would result in the school being organised to
make provision for pupils with a different type or types of special
educational needs with the result that the provision which would be
made for pupils currently at the school would be inappropriate to their
needs, details of the other schools which such pupils may attend
including any interim arrangements and transport arrangements to
such schools;

Not applicable

(e) where the proposals relate to a foundation special school a statement
as to whether the proposals are to be implemented by the local
education authority or by the governing body, and if the proposals are
to be implemented by both, a statement as to the extent to which they
are to be implemented by each body.

Not applicable
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Appendix 1

List of those consulted at Stage 1 and the ways in which the
consultation document was made available to them

The consultation was part of the wider consultation on phase one BSF
proposals and therefore the consultation document had a wide circulation. It
was also available on the Wigan Council website.

Consultee

Way in which the consultation document
was made available

The local authority

Copies were distributed to all elected
members via the council’s internal mail
system.

Staff of all schools including
Hindley High

The headteachers distributed copies to all
members of staff.

Governors of all schools
including Hindley High

Copies were posted to governors’ home
addresses.

Parents of nursery, primary
and secondary pupils currently
attending all Wigan schools
including Hindley High

A copy was sent to each family by ‘pupil
post’.

Parents of other pre-school
children in the area

A number of copies were sent to Children’s
Centres and voluntary and private providers.
Managers were asked to place them where
they would be accessible to parents and
staff.

MPs for the area

Copies were posted.

Trade Unions and other
professional associations

Copies were posted.

Local Diocesan authorities

Copies were posted.

Neighbouring local authorities

Copies were posted

Local Colleges

Copies were posted

The Learning and Skills
Council

A copy was posted

The NHS Trust and the PCT

Copies were posted

Other members of the
community

Copies of the document were made
available at:
e Town Halls
e All libraries
e Children and Young People’s
Services reception




Appendix 2
Consultation on Wigan Schools for the Future - Phase 1

Stage 1. Consultation on our vision for education in Wigan and school reorganisation
proposals in Atherton, Golborne, Lowton, Westleigh and Hindley

Meeting: Hindley High School — Drop In Sessions
Date: 9 June 2009

Time: 3:30pm

Present: A number of officers from Wigan Council
Sessions attended: None of the sessions were attended

Proposal to increase the admission number of Hindley High School following a rebuild of
the school.

Parent of Y5 and Y8 children (telephone conversation):
Parent was concerned over disruption due to new building.

Explained:

e Process.
New build proposed.
Benefits of school on site.
Curriculum benefits.
Considerate contractor, etc.



Appendix 3
Consultation on Wigan Schools for the Future - Phase 1

Stage 1: Consultation on our vision for education in Wigan and school reorganisation
proposals in Atherton, Golborne, Lowton, Westleigh and Hindley

Meeting: Members of Staff of Hindley High School

Date: 16 June 2009
Time: 3.30 pm
Present: Approximately 27 members of staff

One Trade Union representative
A number of officers from Wigan Council

Proposal to increase the admission number of Hindley High School following a rebuild of
the school.

This is the first of a series of meetings that we will be holding with school.
Introduction:
A presentation was delivered on the vision, reasons for the review, specifics in relation to

Hindley High School and implications for staff. It was explained that anything asked or stated as
a result of the meeting would be noted and reported to Cabinet.

In response to the presentation and information given, members of staff were given the

opportunity to ask questions:

Q. Do we have input into the design of the new building?

A. Yes. We will have a set of principles around all schools based on good practice teaching
and learning and pastoral arrangements within schools. We will then engage with head
teachers, senior management teams and heads of departments within schools and all
staff about design. We will not impose a model on school.

Q. What does ‘no competition’ mean?

This only happens when establishing a new school; including when closing two and
opening a new one.

Q. How do 14-19 proposals impact on funding?
We will already have some learners off-site. The school will have ownership over the 14-
19 curriculum and some staff may be delivering on site and / or school commissioning
deliver off site. We must meet the national curriculum for all learners and will only be able
to do so through collaboration.

Q. When will we know when we have got funding?

It is suggested that we will know in June and are expecting to be invited to a meeting to
discuss Wigan’s plans further. The Joint Learning Education Partnership with Salford is
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Q.

A.

advantage to Wigan. We are likely to find out be the end of the month where we are on
the BSF programme.

Jane Lees Head Teacher: The school has always wanted a new building. We are a
growing school with lots to play for. We are convinced that it will leave a legacy for
generations to come. There will, however, be downsides that need to be addressed.

Agree. There will be barriers and pitfalls but the senior BSF team have prior experience
of earlier schemes. We want a set of principles around the design / organisation, but then
schools to be individualised through consultation with staff, governors and students. This
project will allow buildings to remain standing in total whilst the new building is built
elsewhere on site. WLCT is being engaged regarding additional temporary sports
facilities.

Will we be able to tap into co-location funds?

Wigan has bid, but has been unsuccessful. We are now looking to build in co-location
around BSF.

Will there be opportunities to visit some new build schools?
Yes. This will be arranged centrally via the LA.

Will the PE department continue long term links with Leisure — as leisure facilities are on
site?

This is yet to be decided.

Meeting ended at 4pm.



Appendix 4
Consultation on Wigan Schools for the Future - Phase 1

Stage 1: Consultation on our vision for education in Wigan and school reorganisation
proposals in Atherton, Golborne, Lowton, Westleigh and Hindley

Meeting: Governors of Hindley High

Date: 16 June 2009
Time: 5.15 pm
Present: 9 Governors of Hindley High

A number of officers from Wigan Council

Proposal to increase the admission number of Hindley High School following a rebuild of
the school.

This is the first of a series of meetings that we will be holding with school.

Introduction:

A presentation was delivered on the vision, reasons for the review, specifics in relation to
Hindley High School and implications for staff. It was explained that anything asked or stated as

a result of the meeting would be noted and reported to Cabinet.

In response to the presentation and information given, governors were given the
opportunity to ask questions:

S. We think the proposal is great. Will the proposal go to government and will we be in
competition with everyone else, so may not get funding?

A. There are two parts to this. We are waiting for government to tell us when we will get on
the programme and are expecting to be told by the end of the month. Cabinet will take
the local decision on the proposals.

When children reach 14, do they move off the Hindley site?

We have to provide every learner in the borough with four learning pathways and some of
these will be delivered off site at the Centres. Some staff may be involved in delivery at
the Centres.

Will staff have to re-apply for jobs here?

No. This school is expanding and the head teacher will consider the staffing structure for
the larger school.

Q. If all schools go into the staffing pool, will there be any incentives for older staff to go
earlier to make room for the other staff that are displaced.

A. There is no intention to offer redundancies. The idea is to protect employment as far as
possible. We will be asking schools not to make permanent appointments so that
displaced staff can have first chance.

Q. Who decides on premises issues?
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This will be a joint decision between the LA and the governing body. The LA will develop
a set of principles but then each school will have input so that the design is individualised.
We need to be realistic around timeframes and budgets.

Is it likely that governors can do what they like within the finite budget, or will other
schools needs mean that budgets may alter?

The allocation will be determined on the basis of the learner numbers.

Is the school being totally rebuilt?

Yes, on the playing fields so that the school can remain in operation during construction.
When is the anticipated start date of the new build?

We can have a final decision on the proposal by November this year. The build itself may
take 18 months; prior to that will be feasibility and design. We will want school to be
ready before September 2012 to start to allow it to move in ready for the start of term.

Is all the building work on all projects going to start around the same time?

No. They will be staggered as timelines around each proposal are different.

Parents think they are getting a new school. They have not recognised that it is only a
proposal at this stage.

Was it purely on numbers that decisions were taken?
No. It was based on premises, roll projections and standards.

Admissions — the proposal to have catchment areas — is it different to what we currently
have?

In practice no, as you attract children from Hindley, Hindley Green and Bickershaw. But
you are a Foundation school so you determine your own admission criteria in consultation
with the LA.

We seem to be removing choice and we are an arts specialist, so we should be looking at
attracting children who are interested in art.

14-19 Centres are going to cater for a full range of courses across lots of specialisms.
Hindley High may deliver arts specialist courses at the Centre. If we keep things as they
are currently, children living a long way away cannot travel here for arts.

Is Rose Bridge staying open?

Yes. This has not been mentioned as it is in a late phase.

A Wigan Council Officer thanked everyone for coming and for a positive meeting.



Appendix 5
Consultation for Wigan Schools for the Future: Phase 1
Stage 1. Consultation on our vision for education in Wigan and school
reorganisation proposals in Atherton, Golborne, Lowton, Westleigh and
Hindley
Meeting: Hindley High — School Council
Date: 09 June 2009

Attendance: Members of the School Council
A number of officers from Wigan Council

Proposal to increase the admission number of Hindley High School following
a rebuild of the school.

Introductions:

Before the Council can decide what it is going to do about the future of this school,
it needs to ask everyone what they think. It is very important that we know what
students think as they are the ones most affected by what we are doing.

Members of the student council were thanked for attending and an overview of
Building Schools for the Future (BSF) and what it will mean for Hindley High
School was given:

e BSF, a multi million pound investment programme in school buildings.
e An opportunity to make things better for learners so that they can:

e Enjoy school life;

e Do they best they can in exams; and

e Are able to choose from lots of courses at age 14 and 16 at a centre that
they are able to travel to easily.

e We need to make sure that:

e Schools are in the right place and of the right size

e Schools are large enough to deal with falling pupil numbers

e Educational standards are raised by the use of ICT (personalised any time
any place learning) and;

e Modern buildings for a modern curriculum with social spaces (some rebuilt,
some modernised and made better)

e Locate schools with other services and encourage extended services so
that everyone can use schools



The following are in response to the question: How do you think we could
make school life more enjoyable for learners?

e More ICT.

Answer: ICT is an important part of transforming schools and will help
personalised learning.

More top of the range IT equipment, not just more of the same.

More interactive lessons.

Answer: The new building should facilitate this.

Things to do at lunch-time and social spaces.

Answer: Yes, we will look at the building and social spaces.

More varied sports facilities for those who don't like PE.

Air conditioning.

More comfortable with bigger windows.

Answer: We will include staff, governors and pupils in the design.

Put everything in the one building, not different blocks.

Have one subject per block so it's easier to find way around.

Answer: There are many possible designs, we will discuss all with school.
A common room.

Answer: Yes, we do need to look at social spaces.

Better exam rooms.

A big hall for the whole school.

Answer: There are different ways we can do this by making spaces flexible.
A one-stop shop for healthcare.

Answer: We would look at co-locating facilities.

Varied sports facilities e.g. a climbing wall.

Answer: We will need to discuss this with governors and staff.

A more environmentally friendly school.

Answer: We must always consider this carefully for new designs.
Better catering, canteen and a food court.

Answer: We can do a lot around this e.g. café style or a food court.
Bigger music rooms.

A bigger library where we can revise as well.

The following are in response to the question: What would make learning
better:

e Open plan areas and more teachers.

e Answer: This will be in the design, the governors will decide on the
teachers.

e More comfortable classrooms where we can work in groups not in rows.

Answer: Yes, this is the way schools are being designed now, the new

building will help.

Work on computers all the time.

Answer: ICT is a very important part of BSF.

A big screen for teaching.

Use computers rather than books.

The Council Officer outlined the proposal and what it means for Hindley High.



General Questions:

e Will there be community centres in school?

Answer: We must look at ways to make school the centre of the community

with facilities that can be used by the community out of school hours.

How big would it be?

Answer: A bit bigger than now. It will admit 225 per year group.

How many blocks will it have?

Answer: It has not yet been designed, there are many possibilities.

Students will be involved in the design as well as governors and staff.

Will there be lifts if it is a multi-storey building?

Answer: We must make sure the building is accessible.

At this school corridors are too congested for wheelchairs.

Answer: We will have to make sure corridors etc. are okay for wheelchair

users.

e Would there be facilities for people with long term illnesses to learn on the
school website?

e Answer: The idea is that all pupils will have flexible, personalised learning
and be able to access their work anywhere, including home.

e Could we have a swimming pool?

e Answer: We would not have money to do this as part of the school. Hindley
pool is nearby, we would need to discuss with people in other parts of the
Council.

e Are they knocking the leisure centre down or rebuilding it?

e Answer: This will be up to leisure. It won't be done as part of school.

e Deputy Head Teacher: Would the same principles apply to funding for the
precinct?

e Answer: Yes, not part of education.

The following are in response to the question: What do you think of a centre
for students aged 14-19:

e A good idea, diplomas will lead to jobs.
e Will there be more help and advice in tranferring from school to college?
e Answer: Connexions etc. will still come into school.

The following are in response to the question: What do you like about this
school:

e Would there be wind turbines and solar panels?

e If there were wind turbines, where would they be, would they take a lot of
space?

e Answer: We would look at this. It depends on the site. If there is enough
room, enough wind, etc.

e Could we have a garden area?

e Answer: Outside space is as important as inside. May be part of the
design.

e Could we have better health and first aid facilities?



¢ Could we have indoor areas where people with hay fever could go instead

of on the grass?

Answer: We will discuss requirements with governors.

Could the school be more colourful?

When are you doing Abraham Guest?

Answer: This is already being built and will be ready in December.

Could we have high tech gyms and astro turf?

Answer: We would need to discuss with governors what they want. There

is a limited amount of money. The type of site is also important.

e Would you sell more land and what will you do when this building is knocked
down?

e Answer: We do not need land as this site is a big enough area. This will be
considered when designing.

e Can we have more toilets like the new ones we've just had?

e Answer: There are many new ways of building toilets; we will look at this
carefully.

e What would be on the precinct?

e Answer: We are not sure, this is not part of the school.

e Will we lose any fields?

e The school site will be the same size, but have different arrangements.

There will be fields, car parks, etc., but not necessarily in the same place.

Can we have somewhere to put our stuff e.g. lockers?

Answer: We can look at this.

Would there be a better choice of sport?

Answer: This will be up to governors.

How long would it take if we get the money?

Answer: Planning for 2012.

Slips were distributed to members of the student council with details of how to
access the website and complete an on-line questionnaire.

Pupils were thanked for their time and positive input to the meeting.



Proposal on the expansion of Hindley High School Appendix 6

(O R . SIS clif;lr?;/)ey:pul;rrjgi;vt:;:/vtgi;g?;gg]oesni;g 2. Do you undferstand how to make 3. Do you think Hindley High School
to expand Hindley High School? your views known? should be expanded?
Total Number Type of Respondent Yes No Don't Know Yes No Not Stated Yes No Not Stated
5 Parents of Hindley pupils 4 1 0 5 0 0 5 0 0
8 Parents at another school 7 0 1 8 0 0 6 2 0
2 Staff at Hindley 2 0 0 2 0 0 1 1 0
4 Governor at another school 3 1 0 4 0 0 4 0 0
3 Member of the Community 2 1 0 3 0 0 2 1 0
2 Other 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 2 0
24 Total 18 5 1 24 0 0 18 6 0

Question 14: Do you agree with the
Responses proposal to rebuild Hindley High
School on the same site?

Total Number School Yes No Don't Know
1 Hindley High School 0 0 1
1 Total 0 0 1

Percentage 100.00%
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'Education is for improving the lives of others and for leaving your

community and world better than you found it
Marian Wright Edelman



Wigan Schools for the Future

Foreword by Councillor Susan Loudon
Introduction - How this document is organised
Building schools for the future

Our vision

Current secondary education in Wigan

Making the vision a reality

Our vision for education in Wigan - Questionnaire

Proposal for future education provision in Lowton &
Golborne: Lowton & Golborne High Schools

Consultation response form

Proposal for future education provision in Lowton &
Golborne: Lowton J & | and Leigh Gilded Hollins
Primary Schools

Consultation response form

Proposal to increase the admission number of

Hindley High School following the rebuild of the school

Consultation response form

Proposal to discontinue Hesketh Fletcher CE High
School and extend Westleigh High School

Consultation response form
Competition process

Circulation list

Page 2

0 ~N o O b

10

21

29

31

37

39
43

51
53
54

Consuttation on our vision
for education In Wigan
and school reorganisation
oroposals In Atherton,
Golbome, Lowton,
VWestleigh and Hindley

WIGAN SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE 1



VWigan Schools for the Future

Wigan Council is embarking on the first stage of consultation
on its ambitious schools for the future project that will see
£257m invested in transforming secondary schools across
the borough.

This consultation document aims to seek your views on the
project proposals as they currently stand.

In the main the programme is about investing funds in new
buildings and resources but backed up with defined
objectives to transform learning.

This booklet:

e outlines what the council is trying to achieve as a result of
this once in a lifetime transformation;

e outlines proposals planned for phase one of the project;
and

e gives you the opportunity to have your say with a
questionnaire you are being asked to return.

What is Building Schools for the Future?

Building Schools for the Future - or BSF - is a government
funded initiative that aims to transform every secondary
school in the country.
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A number of boroughs have already seen their schools
transformed in this way and the very first “schools for the
future” are already opened - some in the North West.

Here in Wigan the objective of our schools for the future
programme is to raise standards and transform learning by:

e expanding the use of school premises to provide better
facilities for all the community - not just young people - by
locating other community facilities in the same premises;

e providing modern and better designed premises that are
able to provide learners with a wide range of academic
and work-focused courses, not just GCSEs;

e providing extra facilities on site for younger children’s
education, young people and families; and

e ensuring that the latest technology - for example
interactive white boards and computers - is available for
all learners.

School admission arrangements

Wigan Schools for the Future will place schools at the heart
of local communities and give parents and pupils greater
reassurance over the admissions policies by seeking to
define catchment areas for each school.



So what does this mean in practice?

The project will be delivered in a number of phases due to the

sheer volume of work needed to transform the 20 secondary

schools in our borough.

Phase one

As part of phase one, the proposals - which will be subject to
more detailed consultation over the coming year - are:

Westleigh, Hindley and Hesketh Fletcher

Develop Westleigh and Hindley High Schools so that they
can raise their admission numbers to 250 and 225
respectively.

Discontinue Hesketh Fletcher CE which has had falling
pupil numbers over the years.

If the proposal to discontinue Hesketh Fletcher CE goes
ahead then the site may be used to develop one of two
14 - 19 centres for the borough.

School places will be provided for Atherton residents at
Westleigh, Fred Longworth and Bedford High schools.

The changes are planned, subject to the outcome of
consultation, from 2012.

Lowton and Golborne

e Provide a brand new learning campus to serve both
communities.

¢ The learning campus would have a new secondary school
that would replace Lowton and Golborne High Schools
and a new primary school that would replace Lowton
J & I and Leigh Gilded Hollins Primary Schools.

¢ The changes are planned, subject to the outcome of
consultation, from 2011, with the learning campus being
ready from September 2012.

This executive summary aims to give you a flavour of the
proposals we are consulting on at this stage of the Schools
for the Future project. Further details are included in this
booklet.

Your opportunity to comment

There are questionnaires in the document for you to send
your comments to us.

Further more detailed consultations and roadshows for par-
ents, carers, learners and local communities will be held as
the project continues.

The Council’s website www.wigan.gov.uk will be updated
regularly with more details and contact information.
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~Foreword

When we first have children we make plans. Well before they are
born we start to plan which playgroup; which nursery; which
school; or even which university. We start with a vision and
make plans on how we are going to get there.

We all want the best for our children and Wigan Council is
committed to providing all children and young people who live in
this Borough with the best start in life, the best education and
the very best opportunities for the future. We want them to be
able to shape their own future. We want them to be part of a
prosperous and inclusive society where they will flourish.

This document is the Council’s plan for our children and our
children’s children; it describes where we want to be and how
we are going to get there. The Building Schools for the Future
Programme will turn our plans into a reality.

Our vision is to transform learning and to give current and

future generations opportunities beyond their dreams. We want
all the people who live, learn and work within your area to have
improved life chances. We also want every child and young
person to be offered high quality education in learning centres
that are both safe, inspiring and offer a wide range of

learning pathways towards their chosen careers. We also think it
is important to ensure that the community benefits from this
plan by offering a wide range of facilities and learning
experiences.

4 WIGAN SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE

The Council has worked closely with the schools and its
partners to develop the plan. It is bold and challenging but
achievable. It will, when implemented, raise standards of
achievement, aspirations and attainment for all. We envisage
our learning centres will be fully inclusive and will contribute
towards community regeneration and cohesion.

In order to achieve this vision and the long term benefits,
radical changes will need to be made and sometimes change
can cause unrest and uncertainty. However we have a great
deal of experience in managing change and we will invest time
and effort to ensure that there is a smooth transition for those
most affected.

This document contains a lot of important information and |
hope you can find time to read it. This is your opportunity to tell
us what your aspirations are for your children, and it is an
opportunity for you to comment on our idea.

Councillor Susan Loudon
Cabinet Champion for Children and
Young People




How this document is organised
This document has two main parts:

The first part has plain white pages and provides an overview
of the Building Schools for the Future (BSF) programme; the
vision for future education in Wigan; where we are now and
the steps that need to be taken to turn the vision into a
reality. Throughout part 1 there are questions for you to
consider. At the end of part 1 there is a questionnaire for you
to use to send in your comments and further details of how
you can tell us what you think.

The second part has colour coded pages that relate to
consultation on particular school reorganisation proposals.
It contains specific stage 1 consultation on those school
reorganisation proposals in the first phase of Wigan’s BSF
programme. These are listed below and will be of particular
interest to learners, parents, staff and governors of the
schools concerned:

INntroduction

® proposals to provide a new secondary school in Lowton
at the start of the 2011/12 academic year and discontinue
Lowton and Golborne High Schools at the end of the
2010/11 academic year

e proposals to provide a new primary school in Lowton at
the start of the 2011/12 academic year and discontinue
Lowton J + | and Gilded Hollins Primary at the end of the
2010/11 academic year

e a proposal to increase the admission number of Hindley
High School from the start of the 2012/13 academic year
following a rebuild of the school

e proposals to discontinue Hesketh Fletcher CE High
School at the end of the 2011/12 academic year and
extend Westleigh High School, so that it has increased
capacity, from the start of the 2012/13 academic year

At the end of each colour coded section there is a
questionnaire for you to use to send in your comments and
further details of how to make your views known.
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Bulding schools for the future

Building Schools for the Future (BSF) is the largest and most
ambitious capital investment programme in secondary
education that there has ever been. The aim of the
programme is to ensure that every secondary school across
the country has facilities appropriate for 21st century learning
and teaching thus delivering a transformational impact on
educational standards. This is costing between 3 and 4 billion
pounds a year over fifteen years. The national programme
was launched in 2004 and the performance of learners at the
new schools is already improving.

However, the programme is about far more than bricks and
mortar. BSF will only be transformational if it is linked to other
initiatives. It provides an opportunity to:

¢ place schools at the heart of their communities, providing
easy access for all learners and offering activities and
facilities appropriate to all of the community’s needs;

¢ reshape the delivery of the curriculum for 14 to 19 year
olds, providing access to a wide range of academic and
work based learning courses and preparing learners for
the world of work or higher education;

e ensure secondary schools have appropriate community
facilities and other educational provision, delivering
seamless provision for children, young people and their
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families; and

transform the way that teachers teach and learners learn,
by using the full range of information communication
technology to deliver learning appropriate to the needs,
interests and aptitudes of every learner.

Question 1: Should we use Building Schools for the
Future to transform schools and communities in the way
described?




Our vision has been developed through a series of
consultations with children and young people; headteachers;
school governors; Church authorities; further education
colleges; local politicians and wider community groups.

Our vision is to provide a world class education for all the
children and young people of the borough. In doing so, our
aim is that all children and young people of the borough will
be:

e Happy, safe and healthy;

e Respected by, and respecting of, others;

e Committed to learning;

e Encouraged to achieve to the best of their ability;

e Actively taking part in, and enjoying, education, training or
employment; and

e Making a positive contribution to their communities.

To achieve our vision, we must ensure that we have the best
possible leaders, managers and workforce in our schools to
deliver a curriculum that engages and challenges learners.
We need to invest in technology and buildings so that they
stimulate learning and provide exciting and innovative
opportunities for all learners, including those with additional
needs. We must raise every learner’s aspirations and prepare

Our vision

them to take an active and fulfilling part in the labour market
of the future. We need to increase the range of, and access
to, learning opportunities for young people aged 16 and over
and create life long learning opportunities for all.

To do this, our schools, further education colleges and
training providers will work together to transform learning and
teaching by providing a top class education for all children
and young people.

We want our secondary schools to be strong and thriving
and at the heart of communities, located together with
services that are appropriate to the needs of each community
and providing a range of facilities to benefit everyone.
Through our schools, we aim to break down social and
economic barriers, by making them inclusive of all abilities,
needs and backgrounds.

Question 2: Does our vision fully describe what we need
to achieve?

Question 3: Should schools work together in order to
turn our vision into a reality?

WIGAN SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE 7



Current secondary education in VWigan

Educational standards

The percentage of 16 year olds gaining 5 A* - C grades at
GCSE, including English and mathematics in Wigan schools
is slightly below the national average. In 2007/08, the figure
was 45.6%, compared to 47.2% nationally, though there is a
significant variation in individual school performance across
the borough with some schools performing well above the
Wigan and national averages and others where results are
below average.

Numbers, types and locations of schools and pupil
numbers

Wigan currently maintains 20 secondary schools; 4 are
Catholic; 2 are Church of England and the remainder are
non-denominational. There are a range of governance
arrangements in place, though the majority of non-
denominational schools are community schools. This means
that the Local Authority owns their land and buildings, is the
employer of staff and is the admission authority. In addition,
there are four secondary special schools that cater for young
people with a range of needs.

The geographical location of secondary provision is not ideal
and does not always reflect current communities. For
instance, there are parts of the borough that have a high
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concentration of secondary schools and others that have
none. Where there is no provision, children and young people
can be disadvantaged by the current admissions system.

There are just over 19,000 11 - 16 learners in Wigan schools,
with a further 500 plus in school sixth forms. School sizes
vary enormously from around 440 to 1,700 learners. It is
recognised that secondary schools with less than 600 pupils
on roll experience difficulties in attracting and retaining the
quantity and quality of staff to provide learners with a high
quality and wide ranging curriculum.

Future student numbers

It is predicted that the number of 11 - 16 year old students
will fall from 19,010 in 2008/09 to 17,349 in 2014/15, and
then rise to 18,163 by 2018/19, the latest year available.
However, the fall in student numbers is predicted to affect
some schools far more seriously than other schools, leaving
them with surplus places and the danger of not being viable
in the future.

Further education provision

There are three further education colleges in Wigan and two
school sixth forms. Special secondary schools have their own
post 16 facilities. The geographical spread of the further



education provision is uneven and a large portion of the
academic provision is located at the western edge of the
borough. This causes long and difficult journeys for large
numbers of learners who travel either across or out of the
borough to access education. 7% of young people living in
the borough aged 16 - 19 are not in education, employment
or training.

Issues that need to be addressed

We need to:

® raise standards of attainment and target those schools
and parts of the borough where attainment is below
average;

¢ increase the choice of different types of schools available
to learners by encouraging new governance
arrangements and encouraging schools to further develop
a distinctive character based on ethos, specialism and/or
faith;

® reorganise provision so that schools are economically and
educationally viable;

® |ocate schools so that they are associated with defined
communities, providing a degree of certainty for parents
over admissions; and

reshape 14 - 19 provision by providing a wide curriculum
offer that includes all 17 14 - 19 diploma lines; provides
easier access to courses for learners; and increase learner
engagement post 16.

Question 4: Have we considered all issues that you feel
need to be addressed as part of the reorganisation? If not,
please explain what you think we have missed out.
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Vaking the vision a reality

Re-shaping provision

We will need to alter the number, location and size of schools
if we are to place schools at the heart of communities. The
capital investment coming into the borough, through the
Building Schools for the Future programme, will enable us to
do this as well as rebuilding or remodelling all schools.

Within each community, we aim to provide the right number
of school places for those living in the community. In some
areas, where there are too many school places, we will be
proposing a range of options to remove them as follows:

e (Opening one new school on a new site to replace two
schools that serve the same or adjacent communities;

e Enlarging some schools to take pupils from neighbouring
schools that might need to be reorganised.

By taking this action, we aim to increase community
cohesion by giving communities an associated secondary
school that can provide local services that are needed and
wanted. We also aim to minimise travel for learners and
provide an element of assurance to parents around
admission arrangements.

The map on the following page shows the proposals for
future school places across the borough.
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In summary the proposals are:

e Build one new school to replace Golborne and Lowton
High Schools

e Replace Hesketh Fletcher CE High School in Atherton
with a 14 - 19 Centre

e Create a 14 - 19 Centre on the PEMBEC site

e Build one new school to replace Shevington and Standish
High Schools

¢ Build one new school to replace Cansfield and The
Byrchall High Schools

All secondary schools that are not involved in Phase 1 will be
rebuilt or modernised on the current sites and some will alter
in size. We will consult separately on those proposals not
included in phase 1 of the programme at a later date.

It is not intended to alter the provision of most faith schools in
the borough as their admission arrangements are based
mainly on faith grounds and reflect demand for places in the
communities they serve. However, faith schools will be part of
the Building Schools for the Future programme and will
receive investment alongside other schools.

Question 5: What are your views on our proposals to
change the schools in the way shown on the map?
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Admission arrangements

As the Building Schools for the Future programme moves
forward, and individual projects are consulted on, agreed and
implemented, it is envisaged that the non-denominational
schools will alter their admission arrangements in order to
reflect the communities they serve. Areas of the borough will
be associated with individual schools so that people living in
these areas are prioritised for admission. Of course, parents
will still be able to express a preference for any school, as
they can now. It just means that they will have a better
chance of getting a place at the school associated with their
catchment area, if it is requested, than other people who live
outside of the catchment area, unless they already have a
brother or sister attending the school.

If schools do not have catchment areas, it can mean that
people in parts of the borough where there are fewer
secondary schools are disadvantaged. As the number of
admission places would be closely matched to the local
population, with few spare places, it would be especially
important for geographical areas to be associated with
non-denominational secondary schools.

Admission criteria for Catholic and Church of England
schools are a matter for the individual governing bodies. They
traditionally serve much wider areas than their immediate
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communities because of the faith based nature of their
admissions.

Question 6: Do you agree that local children should have
priority for a place at a local school?

Question 7: Do you think admission arrangements would
be easier to understand if each non-denominational
school had a defined catchment area?

14-19 Centres

In order to ensure that young people in Wigan have access to
the broadest possible opportunities we are proposing to
establish two 14 - 19 Centres.

Diplomas

From 2008, the Government has introduced Diplomas into
the curriculum for learners aged 14 and over. The Diplomas
have the same status and recognition as GCSEs but offer
applied learning qualifications that are attractive to learners
wanting to enter a particular career.

The Diplomas require specialised spaces, equipment and



teaching resources. For this reason, no individual secondary
school is able to offer and maintain all 17 Diplomas. The
Diploma requires Partnership Delivery with schools, colleges
and training providers working together to ensure full
coverage across the borough.

Learners in Year 10 and 11 who choose to take a Diploma
will do so normally for the equivalent of two days per week,
with the rest of the week spent on core national curriculum
subjects such as English and maths GCSEs. In Y12 and
above, Diploma courses tend to be full time.

For more information on Diplomas, visit
http://yp.direct.gov. uk/diplomas/.

Post 16 provision

We need to ensure that all students, regardless of where they
live, have access to high quality post 16 education without
having to travel long distances. We also need to ensure that
all young people continue with learning once they have left
school, be it academic in the form of ‘A’ levels, applied or
work based learning, such as diplomas, NVQs or
apprenticeships.

Proposal

It is intended to establish two 14 - 19 Centres:

e one in the West of the Borough on the site of PEMBEC;
and

e one in the East of the Borough on the site of Hesketh
Fletcher CE.

The Local Authority will work with the centres, schools,
colleges and training providers to establish flexible staffing
arrangements to deliver the courses by using appropriately
qualified and experienced staff.

It is expected that a range of travel options will be available
for learners to the centres, including transport from school to
the centres for those aged 14 - 16 and independent travel on
public transport.

Full consultation on this proposal will be undertaken at a later
date, which will include what it means for your child.

Question 8: What are your views on our proposal to
establish two 14-19 Centres to deliver Diplomas and
post-16 courses?

School governance arrangements

We are aiming for schools to:
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e further develop their own distinctive characters to increase
choice and diversity for parents;

e take shared responsibility for all Wigan’s secondary
learners;

e play an integral part in the delivery of courses from the
14 - 19 Centres and be part of the system for ensuring
that provision is of a high quality and appropriate to the
needs of the learners;

e work with health professionals, the police, further and
higher education colleges, training providers and other
agencies on a regular basis to provide a whole package of
services for their learners.

To achieve the aims of establishing two 14-19 centres, it is
proposed that area based Trusts will be created, one in the
East and one in the West. The Trusts will be owned by all the
schools in the area to ensure young people have access to
high quality 14-19 provision.

To be members of the Trusts, current community schools
would need to re-designate to become foundation schools.

Foundation schools are still maintained by the Local Authority
but employ their own staff and set their own admission
arrangements. They must act within admissions law and the
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Local Authority ensures that admission arrangements do not
disadvantage any section or area of the community.

It is a matter for the governing body of each individual
community secondary school (including secondary special
schools) to decide whether it wishes to re-designate as a
foundation school, and thus take advantage of the
opportunities outlined above. They will need to consult
separately with parents of children currently attending their
school, as well as other parties. Some schools have already
begun this process and it is envisaged that others will do so
shortly.

Voluntary Aided Catholic and Church of England schools
cannot re-designate in the same way as community schools
because of the way they are set up, although they can still be
partners of the area based Trust arrangements to deliver
benefits to learners and derive the same benefits for the
schools as outlined above.

Question 9: What do you think about the idea of the two
area based trusts?

Question 10: What are your views on community
schools becoming foundation schools?




Phasing of projects and consultation arrangements

Building Schools for the Future is a huge transformational
programme that can only be delivered in phases. In Wigan,
we will need to progress the changes in three phases
according to urgency of need around learner numbers and
the amount of capital funding available related to the cost of
each project.

The proposals and projects in the first phase are listed below.

Some require full consultation and the details of these
proposals are contained in the colour coded pages that
follow this section. The law does not require consultation on
other projects but we would still like to hear your views on
them.

School reorganisation proposals that need statutory
consultation:

Proposals to provide a new secondary school in Lowton at
the start of the 2011/12 academic year and to discontinue
Lowton and Golborne High Schools at the end of the
2010/11 academic year;

Proposals to provide a new primary school in Lowton at the
start of the 2011/12 academic year and to discontinue
Lowton J + | and Gilded Hollins Primary at the end of the
2010/11 academic year;

A proposal to increase the admission number of Hindley High
School from 187 to 225 at the start of the 2012/13 academic
year, following a rebuild of the school;

Proposals to discontinue Hesketh Fletcher CE High School at
the end of the 2011/12 academic year and extend Westleigh
High School from the start of the 2012/13 academic year; and

Proposals to establish the two 14 - 19 Centres - to be
consulted on after the formation of the area based Trusts.

Other phase 1 project:

A partial rebuild and remodelling of Bedford High School and
slight increase in its admission number from 242 to 250.

All those with an interest in the schools concerned will
continue to be consulted, as the projects move forward and
there will be opportunities to become involved in the design
and build and consultation around co-located services at a
later date.

Note: There are more questions on the individual proposals in
the colour coded sections of this document.

Question 11: Overall, do you think that our proposals will
help to develop secondary education to meet the needs
and challenges of the 21st Century?
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Questionnaire

Please tell us your views by ticking one box for each question
pelow. You can explain your views or give us additional
comments by using the space provided below each
question.

Remember, your views are important and the Council will not
make a decision until it has carefully considered them.

Question 1: Should we use Building Schools for the
Future to transform schools and communities in the way
described?

Strongly Agree Neither Agree Disagree Strongly
Agree or Disagree Disagree
Comments

Our vision for education in VWigan

Question 2: Does our vision fully describe what we need
to achieve?

Strongly Agree Neither Agree Disagree Strongly
Agree or Disagree Disagree
Comments

Question 3: Should schools work together in order to turn
our vision into a reality?

Strongly Agree Neither Agree Disagree Strongly
Agree or Disagree Disagree
Comments
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Question 4: Have we considered all issues that you feel
need to be addressed as part of the reorganisation? If not,
please explain what you think we have missed out.

Strongly Agree Neither Agree
Agree or Disagree

Disagree Strongly

Disagree

Comments

Question 5: What are your views on our proposals to
change the schools in the way shown on the map?

Strongly
Disagree

Strongly Agree Neither Agree
Agree or Disagree

Disagree

Comments

Question 6: Do you agree that local children should have
priority for a place at a local school?

Strongly Agree Neither Agree
Agree or Disagree

Disagree Strongly

Disagree

Comments

Question 7: Do you think that admission arrangements
would be easier to understand if each non-denominational
school had a defined catchment area?

Disagree Strongly

Disagree

Strongly Agree Neither Agree
Agree or Disagree

Comments

18 WIGAN SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE



NP

Fa)

Question 8: What are your views on our proposal to
establish two 14-19 Centres to deliver Diplomas and
post-16 courses?

Strongly Agree Neither Agree Disagree Strongly
Agree or Disagree Disagree
Comments

Question 9: What do you think about the idea of the two
area based trusts?

Strongly Agree Neither Agree Disagree Strongly
Agree or Disagree Disagree
Comments

Question 10: What are your views on community schools
becoming foundation schools?

Strongly Agree Neither Agree Disagree Strongly
Agree or Disagree Disagree
Comments

Question 11: Overall, do you think that our proposals will
help to develop secondary education to meet the needs
and challenges of the 21st Century?

Strongly Agree Neither Agree Disagree Strongly
Agree or Disagree Disagree
Comments
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Please return your completed form no later than
Friday 26 June 2009 to:

Wigan Council

Children and Young People’s Services
School Place Commissioning Team
Progress House

Westwood Park Drive

Wigan

WNS3 4HH
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~roposal for future
education provision in
_owton and Golborme:
_owton and Golborme
High Schools




Before reading this part of the document, please read part 1
as this explains everything that we are aiming to achieve
through Building Schools for the Future.

Through the Building Schools for the Future programme we
have an exciting opportunity to transform education provision
for the Lowton and Golborne communities.

Our proposal is to build a brand new, state of the art, learning
campus for those aged between O - 16. The learning campus
will ease transition from early years, to primary and through to
secondary school and will be a focal point for the community
with extended services and additional facilities. It will consist
of:

e anew secondary school that will cater for students aged
11 - 16;

* anew primary school for children aged 4 - 11;

e a Children’s Centre for babies and children aged O - 4;
and

e community and leisure.
To do this we will need to:

e discontinue both Lowton and Golborne High Schools and
replace them with a new secondary school; and
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e discontinue both Lowton J + | and Leigh Gilded Hollins
Schools and replace them with a new primary school on
the site of the new secondary school.

Whilst the proposals form part of a package for the
communities of Lowton and Golborne, we need to consult
separately on the proposals for the new secondary school
and new primary school. This is because, in law, they are two
separate proposals and one is not dependent on the other.
However, if the proposals for the new secondary school do
not go ahead, it is unlikely that we will proceed with the new
primary school.

The new learning campus will be at Lowton Civic Hall,
Hesketh Meadow Lane, Lowton, Wigan, WA3 2AJ. The map
on page 23 shows the location of the site and the four exist-
ing schools.
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Proposal to discontinue Lowton and Golbome High Schools and replace
them with a new secondary school 1o serve both areas

At the end of the 2010/11 academic year, it is proposed that
the current Lowton and Golborne High schools will be
discontinued and one school, with one budget, staffing
structure and governing body will be established from
September 2011.

It is proposed that the new secondary school will cater for up
to 1,500 students aged 11 - 16 and will admit up to 300
students per year. The new school will use the current sites of
Lowton and Golborne High Schools for one year only. The
newly built school at Lowton Civic Hall, Hesketh Meadow
Lane, Lowton, Wigan, WA3 2AJ. (see map on page 23) will
be available from September 2012. This phased approach
will enable a smoother transition toward the new
arrangements for students and the schools.

The new school is subject to competition requirements which
means that the Local Authority has to hold a competition to
decide who will run the school. This is explained in more
detail on page 53.

Reasons for the proposal

The creation of one school for both communities will aid
community cohesion and will bring all the additional benefits
of a 0 - 16 learning campus with additional facilities as
outlined on page 22.

24 WIGAN SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE

In developing this plan, the following issues have been taken
into account:

An assessment of the premises of both Lowton and
Golborne High Schools has concluded that it is not viable
to remodel or improve them. They would need to be
rebuilt in order to deliver the modern curriculum in a high
quality environment.

There are only enough children living in the Lowton,
Golborne and Abram areas to support one secondary
school with a long term future. If two smaller schools are
maintained they may not have sufficient student numbers
in the longer term to have a robust and flexible budget,
creating difficulties in the delivery of a wide ranging
curriculum. The Government will only give councils money
to build schools that have a long term future.

Educational standards are not an issue at either school,
though a new school brought about by combining the
expertise of staff from two schools could take strengths
and good practices from both. If the school is co-located
with a primary school it would help children in their move
to the new secondary school and the usual drop in
standards at Year 7 would be minimised.



As part of the proposals, we aim to work with representatives
from the Golborne community to see if we can keep some
community facilities on the Golborne High site.

What this means for you/your child

If your child currently attends either Lowton or Golborne High
schools, and the proposals are approved, the following will
happen:

Early in 2011, students currently in Y7 and Y8 will be offered
a place at the new school to start in September 2011. All of
the students will be guaranteed a place at the new school but
parents can express a preference for another school if they
wish. Places cannot be guaranteed at alternative schools, nor
can they be held open until September 2011, but places will
be offered if they are available at the time of transfer.

Depending on how the new school decides to organise its
classes, students currently in Y8 may be able to remain in the
current school premises as the new school will not be built
until September 2012.

Students currently in Years 9, 10 and 11 will be unaffected by
the proposal and will be able to remain on roll at their current
school until they leave at the end of Y11.

Future admissions

The admission criteria for the new school, which will apply to
children entering Y7 from 2011 onwards, will prioritise those
living in the Lowton, Golborne and Abram areas, after
children in public care and brothers and sisters of those
already attending the school.
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How you can make your views known:

Meeting

Date, time and venue

Who should attend

Drop-in sessions

Date: 4 June 2009

Time: 3.30pm - 8.30pm

Venue: Golborne High School

Address: Lowton Road, Golborne WA3 3EL

Date: 21 May 2009

Time: 3.30pm - 8.30pm

Venue: Lowton High School

Address: Newton Road, Lowton WA3 1DU

This session is open to everyone but especially to
parents of students and students attending, or about
to attend, Golborne High School and Lowton High
School.

If you want to attend one of these sessions, please
contact one of the schools and you will be allocated a
time to attend.

Meeting for staff

Date: 14 May 2009
Time: 3.30pm
Venue: Golborne High School

Date 13 May 2009:
Time: 4.00pm
Venue: Lowton High School

All staff of Golborne High.

All staff of Lowton High.

Meeting for governors

Date: 14 May 2009
Time: 5.00pm
Venue: Golborne High School

Date: 13 May 2009
Time: 5.00pm
Venue: Lowton High School

All governors of Golborne High.

All governors of Lowton High.
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You can also make views known by writing or emailing them T Y y——

or by completing and returning the questionnaire at the end

of the section. You should send your views to the address on Representation period - Statutory notices are | Six weeks

page 57 no later than Friday 26 June 2009. published to discontinue the current sc.hools during
and open the new one. These are public January
Next steps notices that appear in the local newspaper, at and February
the entrances to the schools and in another 2010.
Strict legal procedures have to be followed to open and public place in the area, such as community
discontinue schools. A timetable of events is shown below centre or library. You can make your views

known at this stage by writing to the local
authority at the address on page 57. The
address and date by which written comments
must be received will also be given in the

which includes periods of consultation and dates when
decisions are expected to be taken. If you make your views
known outside of these periods, or in any other way than

described, they cannot be taken into account. oublic notice.
Event Dates If you have made your views known during the
consultation period (5 May to 26 June) you will

Consultation - during this time you can make 5 May - need to make your views known again during
your views known by: 26 June 2009 this period.
e Attending the drop-in sessions (notes will

be taken) The local authority or School Adjudicator makes | March 2010
e Writing to or emailing the Council or the final decision on the proposals™
e Completing the response form at the end

of this section. * The School Adjudicator will make the final decision if the
The address to write or email to is provided on Local Authority decides to enter the competition for the new
page 57. school.
Results of the consultation will go to the July 2009 The competition to run the new school runs in parallel with
Cabinet of the Council. Cabinet will decide the consultation process.

continued...
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Please note that the timetable may alter. The Local Authority or the
staff at Lowton and Golborne High Schools will be able to tell you if
this happens and let you know of any new dates we are working

towards.
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Consultation response form on the provision of a new secondary school for

Response form

Please read the booklet carefully before making your
response below. Please place an x in the box that most
closely describes your views.

1 Do you think that the booklet clearly explains why we are
proposing to replace Lowton and Golborne High Schools
with a new secondary school?

Yes

2 Do you understand how and when to make your views

known?

Yes

3 Do you think that a new secondary school in Lowton
should be opened to replace the current Lowton and
Golborne High Schools?

Yes

No

No

No

Don’t know

L owton and Golborme

If you think that a new secondary school should NOT be
opened to replace Lowton and Golborne High Schools,
please state below why you think this.

Please write any other comments you may have about the
proposal below:

If you are planning to attend a drop-in session, do you
need special assistance with:

Access Yes No

Interpreter Yes No
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If you answer is YES, please write your name, address and
telephone number below so we can contact you about these
requirements.

7 Are you:

A parent or guardian of a child at Lowton High

Please state which year group your child is currently in

A parent or guardian of a child at Golborne High

Please state which year group your child is currently in

A parent or guardian of a child at another school

Please state which school

A member of staff at Lowton High

A member of staff at Golborne High
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A member of staff at another school

Please state which school

A governor ar Lowton High

A governor at Golborne High

A governor at another school

Please state which school

Other member of the community

Please return your completed form by Friday 26 June 2009
to:

Wigan Council

Children and Young People’s Services
School Place Commissioning Team
Progress House

Westwood Park Drive

Wigan

WNS3 4HH



~roposal for future
education provision In
_owton and Golbome:!
Lowton J & I and Leign
Gilded Holins Primary
SCNOOIS



Before reading this part of the document, please read
part 1 as this explains everything that we are aiming to
achieve through Building Schools for the Future.

Through the Building Schools for the Future programme we
have an exciting opportunity to transform education provision
for the Lowton and Golborne communities.

Our proposal is to build a brand new, state of the art, learning
campus for those aged between O - 16. The learning campus
will ease transition from early years, to primary and through to
secondary school and will be a focal point for the community
with extended services and additional facilities. It will consist
of:

e anew secondary school that will cater for students aged
11 -16;

® anew primary school for children aged 4 - 11;

e a Children’s Centre for babies and children aged O - 4;
and

e community and leisure facilities.
To do this we will need to:

e discontinue both Lowton and Golborne High Schools and
replace them with a new secondary school; and
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e discontinue both Lowton J + | and Leigh Gilded Hollins
Schools and replace them with a new primary school on
the site of the new secondary school.

Whilst the proposals form part of a package for the
communities of Lowton and Golborne, we need to consult
separately on the proposals for the new secondary school
and new primary school. This is because, in law, they are two
separate proposals and one is not dependent on the other.
However, if the proposals for the new secondary school do
not go ahead, it is unlikely that we will proceed with the new
primary school.

The new learning campus will be at Lowton Civic Hall.
Address: Hesketh Meadow Lane Lowton Wigan WAS 2AJ.
The map on page 23 shows the location of the site and the
four existing schools.



At the end of the 2010/11 academic year, it is proposed that
the current Lowton J & | and Leigh Gilded Hollins Primary
Schools will be discontinued and one school, with one
budget, staffing structure and governing body will be
established from September 2011.

It is proposed that the new primary school will cater for up to
315 pupils aged 4 - 11 and will admit up to 45 pupils per
year. The new school will use the current sites of Lowton J & |
and Leigh Gilded Hollins Primary Schools for one year only.
The newly built primary school to be built alongside the new
secondary school to replace Lowton and Golborne High
Schools will be built at Lowton Civic Hall, Hesketh Meadow
Lane, Lowton, Wigan, WA3 2AJ. (see map on page 23) and
will be available from September 2012. This phased
approach will enable a smoother transition toward the new
arrangements for pupils and the schools.

The new school is subject to competition requirements which
means that the Local Authority has to hold a competition to
decide who will run the school. This is explained in more
detail on page 53.

Reasons for the proposal

The creation of one school for both communities will aid
community cohesion and will bring all the additional benefits

of a 0 - 16 learning campus with additional facilities as
outlined above.

In developing this plan, the following issues have been taken
into account:

e |owton J & lis avery small school with 118 pupils on roll
at January 2009. The policy of the Local Authority is to
have primary schools with at least 210 pupils on roll (30
children in 7 year groups) wherever this is possible. This is
because schools of this size have more flexibility and
economies of scale within their budgets.

e The building occupied by Leigh Gilded Hollins hinders the
delivery of the modern curriculum and its internal layout
makes remodelling costly, ineffective and disruptive to
pupils’ education.

e FEducational standards are not an issue at either school,
though a new school brought about by combining the
expertise of staff from two schools could take strengths
and good practices from both.

What this means for you/your child

If your child currently attends either Lowton J & | or Leigh
Gilded Hollins primary schools, and the proposals are
approved, the following will happen:
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Early in 2011, children currently in Reception, Y1, Y2, and Y3
will be offered a place at the new school to start in
September 2011. All of the children will be guaranteed a
place but parents can express a preference for another
school if they wish. Places are not guaranteed at alternative
schools but places will be offered if they are available at the
time of transfer.

In Reception, Y1 and Y2, classes must, by law, have no more
than 30 children in them. The school will be designed so that
the older year groups can also be organised into similar sized
classes.

Children currently in Years 4, 5 and 6 will be unaffected by
the proposal and will be able to remain on roll at their current
school until they leave at the end of Year 6.
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How you can make your views known:

Meeting

Date, time and venue

Who should attend

Drop-in sessions

Date: 2 June 2009

Time: 3.30pm - 8.30pm

Venue: Leigh Gilded Hollins Primary School
Address: St Helens Road, Leigh WN7 3PQ

Date: 3 June 2009

Time: 3.30pm - 8.30pm

Venue: Lowton J & |

Address: Newton Road, Lowton WA3 1EW

This session is open to everyone but especially to
parents of pupils and pupils attending, or about

to attend, Leigh Gilded Hollins Primary School and
Lowton J & I.

If you want to attend one of these sessions, please
contact one of the schools and you will be allocated a
time to attend.

Meeting for staff

Date: 19 May 2009
Time: 4.00pm
Venue: Leigh Gilded Hollins Primary School

Date 18 May 2009:
Time: 4.00pm
Venue: Lowton J & |

All staff of Leigh Gilded Hollins Primary School.

All staff of Lowton J & 1.

Meeting for governors

Date: 19 May 2009
Time: 5.00pm
Venue: Leigh Gilded Hollins Primary School

Date: 18 May 2009
Time: 5.00pm
Venue: Lowton J & |

All governors of Leigh Gilded Hollins Primary School.

All governors of Lowton J & .
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You can also make views known by writing or emailing them
or by completing and returning the questionnaire at the end

whether it wishes to proceed with the proposals.

of this section. You should send your views to the address on Representation period - Statutory notices are | Six weeks

page 57 no later than Friday 26 June 2009. published to discontinue the current sc.hools during
and open the new one. These are public January
Next steps notices that appear in the local newspaper, at and February
the entrances to the schools and in another 2010.
Strict legal procedures have to be followed to open and public place in the area, such as community
discontinue schools. A timetable of events is shown below centre or library. You can make your views

known at this stage by writing to the local
authority at the address on page 57. The
address and date by which written comments
must be received will also be given in the

which includes periods of consultation and dates when
decisions are expected to be taken. If you make your views
known outside of these periods, or in any other way than
described, they cannot be taken into account.

public notice.
Event Dates If you have made your views known during the
consultation period (5 May to 26 June) you will
Consultation - during this time you can make | 5 May - need to make your views known again during
your views known by: 26 June 2009 this period.
e Attending the drop-in sessions (notes will
be taken) The local authority or School Adjudicator March 2010

e Wiiting to or emailing the Council or makes the final decision on the proposals*

e Completing the response form at the end
of this section.

The address to write or email to is provided on

page 57.

* The School Adjudicator will make the final decision if the Local Authority
decides to enter the competition for the new school. The competition to
run the new school runs in parallel with the consultation process.

Please note that the timetable may alter. The Local Authority or the staff
at Lowton J & | and Leigh Gilded Hollins Schools will be able to tell you if

Results of the consultation will go to the July 2009
Cabinet of the Council. Cabinet will decide

this happens and let you know of any new dates we are working towards.
continued...
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Consuttation response form on the provision of a new primary school for
Lowton J & I and Leigh Gilded Holins Primary schools

Response form 4 If you think that a new primary school should NOT be
opened to replace Lowton J & | and Leigh Gilded Hollins

Please read the booklet carefully before making your
y 9y Primary Schools, please state below why you think this:

response below. Please place an x in the box that most
closely describes your views.

1 Do you think that the booklet clearly explains why we are
proposing to replace Lowton J & | and Leigh Gilded

Hollins Primary Schools with a new primary school?

Yes No Don’t know

5 Please write any other comments you may have about the
proposal below:

2 Do you understand how and when to make your views

known"?
Yes No
3 Do you think that a new primary school in Lowton should 6 If you are planning to attend a drop-in session, do you
be opened to replace the current Lowton J & | and Leigh need special assistance with:
Gilded Hollins Primary Schools?
Access Yes No
Yes No
Interpreter Yes No
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If your answer is YES, please write your name, address and
telephone number below so we can contact you about these
requirements.

7 Are you:

A parent or guardian of a child at Lowton J & |

Please state which year group your child is currently in

A parent or guardian of a child at Leigh Gilded Hollins
Primary

Please state which year group your child is currently in

A parent or guardian of a child at another school

Please state which school

A member of staff at Lowton J & |

A member of staff at Leigh Gilded Hollins Primary
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A member of staff at another school

Please state which school

A governor ar Lowton J & |

A governor at Leigh Gilded Hollins Primary

A governor at another school

Please state which school

Other member of the community

Please return your completed form by Friday 26 June 2009
to:

Wigan Council

Children and Young People’s Services
School Place Commissioning Team
Progress House

Westwood Park Drive

Wigan

WN3 4HH



—~roposal to Increase the
admission numboer of
Hindley High School
folowing a repulld of the
school



Before reading this part of the document, please read
part 1 as this explains everything that we are aiming to
achieve through Building Schools for the Future.

OFSTED (the organisation that assesses and reports on
school performance) says that Hindley High is a good and
effective school with outstanding leadership, where students
make good progress during their time at school.

However, most of the buildings used by Hindley High School
are in poor condition and their internal layout hinders the
delivery of the modern curriculum. It is considered that the
best option for learners, teachers and everyone else that
uses the school is to demolish the buildings and build a
brand new school on the same site. This will be done with
little disruption to learners’ education.

In rebuilding the school, we are proposing to make it larger
than it currently is in order to cater for young people that live
in the Hindley, Hindley Green and Bickershaw areas. The
school currently has an admission number of 187 (935
students) and this needs to be increased to 225 (1,125
students) in order to provide enough places for those living in
the proposed catchment area that may need a place in the
future.
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It is, therefore, proposed that the school will be rebuilt and a
new admission number of 225 will apply from September
2012. The new admission number will apply across all year
groups at the school.



How you can make your views known:

Meeting

Date, time and venue

Who should attend

Drop-in sessions

Date: 9 June 2009
Time: 3.30pm - 8.30pm
Venue: Hindley High School

This session is open to everyone but especially to
parents of pupils and pupils attending, or about
to attend, Hindley High School.

If you want to attend one of these sessions, please
contact the school and you will be allocated a time to
attend.

Meeting for staff

Date: 16 June 2009
Time: 3.30pm
Venue: Hindley High School

All staff of Hindley High School.

Meeting for governors

Date: 16 June 2009
Time: 5.15pm
Venue: Hindley High School

All governors of Hindley High School.

You can also make views known by writing or emailing them
or by completing and returning the questionnaire at the end
of this section. You should send your views to the address on

page 57 no later than Friday 26 June 20009.
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Next steps

Strict legal procedures have to be followed to open and
discontinue schools. A timetable of events is shown below
which includes periods of consultation and dates when
decisions are expected to be taken. If you make your views
known outside of these periods, or in any other way than
described, they cannot be taken into account.

Representation period - Statutory notices are | Four weeks
published to increase the admission number of | during

the school. This is a public notice that appears | September
in the local newspaper, at the entrances to the | and October
school and in another public place in the area, | 2009.

such as a community centre or library. You can
make your views known at this stage by

writing to the local authority at the address on
page 57. The address and date by which
written comments must be received will also be
given in the public notice.

If you have made your views known during the
consultation period (5 May to 26 June) you will
need to make your views known again during
this period.

The local authority makes the final decision on | November
the proposal* 2009

Event Dates
Consultation - during this time you can make 5 May -
your views known by: 26 June 2009
e Attending the drop-in sessions (notes will

be taken)
e \Writing to or emailing the Council or
e Completing the response form at the end

of this section.
The address to write or email to is provided on
page 57.
Results of the consultation will go to the July 2009
Cabinet of the Council. Cabinet will decide
whether it wishes to proceed with the
proposals.

continued...
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* The following can appeal against the Local Authority’s decision:
e The Liverpool Church of England Diocese.
e The Bishop of the Liverpool Roman Catholic Diocese.

e The governors of Hindley High School.

Please note that the timetable may alter. The Local Authority
or the staff at Hindley High School will be able to tell you if
this happens and let you know of any new dates we are
working towards.
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Consultation response form on the expansion of Hindley High School

Response form

Please read the booklet carefully before making your
response below. Please place an x in the box that most
closely describes your views.

1 Do you think that this document clearly explains why
we are proposing to expand Hindley High School?

Yes No Don’t know

2 Do you understand how and when to make your views on
the proposal known?

Yes No

3 Do you think that Hindley High School should be
expanded?

Yes No

4

If you think that Hindley High School should NOT be
expanded, please state below why you think this:

Please write any other comments you may have about the
proposal below:

If you are planning to attend a drop-in session, do you
need special assistance with:

Access Yes No

Interpreter Yes No
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If your answer is YES, please write your name, address and A governor at another school

telephone number below so we can contact you about these Please state which school

requirements.

Other member of the community

Please return your completed form by Friday 26 June 2009
7 Are you: to:

Wigan Council

Children and Young People’s Services
School Place Commissioning Team
Progress House

Westwood Park Drive

Please state which school Wigan

WN3 4HH

A parent or guardian of a child at Hindley High

Please state which year group your child is currently in

A parent or guardian of a child at another school

A member of staff at Hindley High

A member of staff at another school

Please state which school

A governor at Hindley High
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-roposal to discontinue
Hesketh Hetcher Ck
High School and extend
VWestleigh High Schoo




Before reading this part of the document, please read part 1
as this explains everything that we are aiming to achieve
through Building Schools for the Future.

Hesketh Fletcher CE High

Hesketh Fletcher CE provides education for those living in
Atherton and surrounding areas. It has an admission number
of 200 and can provide places for a total of 1,000 students
overall. However, the school currently has only 636 students
on roll as follows:

Hesketh Fletcher Y7 Y8 Y9 Y10 Y11 Total

98 o 143 | 160 | 158 | 636

For admission in 2009, the school received just 64 first
preference applications and it is expected that student
numbers will fall below 600 by the start of the 2009
academic year. Projections suggest that numbers will fall to
between 300 and 400 by 2015.

Where schools are in a situation of falling student numbers, it

becomes increasingly difficult to attract and retain quality staff

as the school budget shrinks. This has a negative impact on
standards and restricts curriculum choice.
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The school currently has 36% surplus places and the
Government expects Councils to take action to remove
excess capacity of over 25%. This is because a
disproportionate amount of the school budget is spent on
premises costs and less is available for staffing.

In 2008, just 26% of students gained 5 A* - C GCSE grades
including English and maths and the Government demands
that Councils must have an action plan to improve schools
with less than 30% of students in this group.

There will be enough places in the East of the Borough at
schools that have higher standards of education to enable
access for pupils from the Atherton area in the future.

It is, therefore, proposed that Hesketh Fletcher CE be
discontinued at the end of the 2011/12 academic year.

What this means for you/your child

If your child currently attends, or is about to attend, Hesketh
Fletcher CE High School and the proposal to discontinue is
approved, the following will happen:

The school will have a phased closure, where students are
able to complete either key stage 3 or 4 as follows:



Current Y11 Leave in 2009 at the end of Y11 as usual
Current Y10 Leave in 2010 at the end of Y11 as usual
Current Y9 Leave in 2011 at the end of Y11 as usual
Current Y8 Leave in 2012 at the end of Y11 as usual

* Current Y7 Transfer to an alternative school in 2011 at
the end of Y9 so that option subjects at
Y10 and Y11 can be chosen and studied.
So that option subjects at Y10 and Y11 can

be chosen and studied.

*Y7 intake 2009 | Transfer to an alternative school in 2012 at
the end of Y9 so that option subjects at
Y10 and Y11 can be chosen and studied.
So that option subjects at Y10 and Y11 can

be chosen and studied.

If the proposal is approved, there will be no intake to Y7 from
2010 onwards.

Early in 2011 and 2012, parents of students in Y9 will be able
to apply for places at alternative schools. All of the students
will be guaranteed a place at Westleigh, Fred Longworth or
Bedford High Schools but parents can express a preference
for another school if they wish. Places cannot be guaranteed

at other schools, nor can they be held open until the start of
Y10, but they will be offered if they are available at the time of
transfer.

The places at Westleigh, Fred Longworth or Bedford High
Schools will be allocated in good time to ensure that students
are able to choose their option subjects in Y10 at the same
time as all existing students at the schools. * Whilst Hesketh
Fletcher students will go on roll at an alternative school, we
will look to deliver as many courses as possible at Hesketh
Fletcher until 2014 so that students in current Y7 and the Y7
intake in 2009 can continue on site there.

We will make certain that Hesketh Fletcher is able to continue
to provide an education for those students on roll during the
transition period. It will do so by ensuring that the school
remains financially viable in the short term, encouraging
support from other schools and providing targeted support
from the Local Authority.

Future admissions

From 2010 onwards, it is intended that children and young
people living in the Atherton area will be able to access
places at Westleigh, Fred Longworth or Bedford High
Schools.
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From 2012 onwards, when Westleigh is scheduled for
expansion, it is expected that children living in the Atherton
area will be able to access places at Westleigh or Fred
Longworth.

Future education provision in Atherton

It is intended that, if a decision is taken to discontinue
Hesketh Fletcher CE High School, the site will be used to
establish a 14 - 19 Centre. The Centre will deliver high quality
education in the form of Diplomas for those aged 14 and
above and a range of academic and work based courses for
those aged 16 - 19. The buildings will be remodelled and
refurbished to provide a good quality and appropriate
environment. Consultation on this proposal will happen at a
later date.

Page 12 has further information on the 14 - 19 Centre and
Diplomas.

Westleigh High

The proposed expansion of Westleigh High involves building
works which would enlarge the school’s premises and
increase its capacity from 775 to 1,250 students. The
admission number for each year group, including the new
Year 7 intake would rise from 155 to 250. The building works
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would be complete by the end of the 2011/12 academic
year. It is therefore proposed that the school be expanded
from September 2012 and that the new admission number
be applied to all year groups from this date.

This proposal is dependent on the discontinuation of Hesketh
Fletcher, as the places will not be needed if the Hesketh
Fletcher proposal does not go ahead. Westleigh is one of the
schools that will receive students from Hesketh Fletcher, and
cater for Atherton residents in the future.

Westleigh High is significantly oversubscribed and each year
many parents are disappointed by not being able to secure a
place for their child. The school is very active in the local
community and OFSTED (the organisation that assesses and
reports on school performance) rated the school as a good
school with outstanding leadership and management that
has brought marked improvements in academic standards
and students’ personal development.

Fred Longworth High

In a later phase of BSF, Fred Longworth High school will be
remodelled and extended to take additional students. The
places are not required on the discontinuation of Hesketh
Fletcher, but will be required in later years when student
numbers are predicted to rise.



How you can make your views known:

Meeting

Date, time and venue

Who should attend

Drop-in sessions

Date: 20 May 2009

Time: 3.30pm - 8.30pm

Venue: Hesketh Fletcher CE High School
Address: Hamilton Street, Atherton M46 OAY

Date: 1 June 2009

Time: 3.30pm - 8.30pm

Venue: Westleigh High School

Address: Westleigh Lane, Leigh WN7 5NL

This session is open to everyone but especially to
parents of students and students attending, or about
to attend, Hesketh Fletcher CE High School and
Westleigh High School.

If you want to attend one of these sessions, please
contact one of the schools and you will be allocated a
time to attend.

Meeting for staff

Date: 11 May 2009
Time: 4.00pm
Venue: Hesketh Fletcher CE High School

Date: 12 May 2009
Time: 3.15pm
Venue: Westleigh High School

All staff of Hesketh Fletcher CE High.

All staff of Westleigh High School.

Meeting for governors

Date: 11 May 2009
Time: 5.00pm
Venue: Hesketh Fletcher CE High School

Date: 12 May 2009
Time: 4.15pm
Venue: Westleigh High School

All governors of Hesketh Fletcher CE High.

All governors of Westleigh High School.
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As well as officers from the Council, a representative of the
Manchester CE Diocese will be available at the Hesketh
Fletcher CE meetings to answer any concerns you may have.

You can also make your views known by writing or emailing
them or by completing and returning the questionnaire at the
end of this section. You should send your views to the
address on page 57 no later than Friday 26 June 2009.

Next steps

Strict legal procedures have to be followed to close and
significantly enlarge schools. A timetable of events is shown
below which includes periods of consultation and dates when
decisions are expected to be taken. If you make your views
known outside of these periods, or in any other way than
described, they cannot be taken into account.

Event Dates

Consultation - during this time you can 5 May - 26 June

make your views known by: 2009

e Attending the drop-in sessions (notes
will be taken)

e Writing to or emailing the Council or

e Completing the response form at the

The address to write or email to is provided
on page 57.

Results of the consultation will go to

the Cabinet of the Council. Cabinet will
decide whether it wishes to proceed with
the proposals.

July 2009

Representation period - Statutory notices
are published. These are public notices that
appear in the local newspaper, at the
entrances to the schools and in another
public place in the area, such as community
centre or library. You can make your views
known at this stage by writing to the local
authority at the address on page 57. The
address and date by which written
comments must be received will also be
given in the public notice.

Six weeks during
September and
October 2009

The local authority makes the final decision November 2009

on the proposals*

* The following can appeal against the local authority’s decision:

e The Manchester Church of England Diocese
e The Bishop of the Liverpool Roman Catholic Diocese

end of this section. ® The governing bodies of Hesketh Fletcher CE and Westleigh High Schools.

continued... Please note that the timetable may alter. We will tell you if this happens.
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Proposal 1o discontinue Hesketh Hetcher Ck and enlarge Westleigh High

Response form

Please read the booklet carefully before making your
response below. Please place an x in the box that most
closely describes your views.

1 Do you think that this document clearly explains why we
are proposing to discontinue Hesketh Fletcher CE and
enlarge Westleigh High School?

Yes

2 Do you understand how and when to make your views on
the proposal known?

Yes

3 Do you support the proposal to discontinue Hesketh
Fletcher and offer alternative school places at Bedford,

No

No

Don’t know

Westleigh and Fred Longworth High Schools?

Yes

No

Don’t know

SChoo

If you do not support the proposal please tell us what your
concerns are:

Have you any other concerns?

If you are planning to attend a drop-in session, do you
need special assistance with:

Access Yes No

Interpreter Yes No
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If your answer is YES, please write your name, address and
telephone number below so we can contact you about these
requirements.

7 Are you:

A parent or guardian of a child at Hesketh Fletcher CE

Please state which year group your child is currently in

A parent or guardian of a child at Westleigh High School

Please state which year group your child is currently in

A parent or guardian of a child at another school

Please state which school

A member of staff at Hesketh Fletcher CE

A member of staff at Westleigh High School
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A member of staff at another school

Please state which school

A governor at Hesketh Fletcher CE

A governor at Westleigh High School

A governor at another school

Please state which school

Other member of the community

Please return your completed form by Friday 26 June 2009
to:

Wigan Council

Children and Young People’s Services
School Place Commissioning Team
Progress House

Westwood Park Drive

Wigan

WNS3 4HH



Compestition process

New schools and the 2006 Education and Inspections Act

The Education and Inspections Act means that, in most
cases, the Local Authority must hold a competition to
determine who will run a new school. This includes new
schools formed as a result of discontinuing existing schools.

The competition process requires the Local Authority to:

e consult on the need for a new school which, in this case,
is linked to the proposed discontinuation of the two
existing schools;

e provide details of the new school - where it is to be
located, how many pupils it will provide for, the ages of
the pupils, and related information;

* invite proposals from organisations to run the new school.

The Local Authority cannot state what type of schools it
wants. For example, it cannot say that it wants a Church of
England, Catholic or Community school.

The Local Authority will take the decision on who will run the
new school provided that it does not put its own proposal
forward for the school to be a Community school. The
School Adjudicator will take the decision if the Local Authority
puts its own proposal forward.
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Circulation list

We have already held extensive discussions with The document is also available in hard copy at libraries, town
representatives from schools; colleges; diocesan authorities; halls and early years establishments and is available on the
and local elected members on our vision for future education Wigan Council Web site at:

in Wigan and proposals in relation to individual schools. www.wigan.gov.uk/Services/EducationLearning/Schools/

, . , . SchoolsFuture/
As part of this consultation exercise, we are consulting the
following:

e Parents of all school and nursery age children in the
borough

e Governors and staff of all schools

e Diocesan Authorities

e St John Rigby 6th Form College

e Winstanley 6th Form College

e Wigan and Leigh College

e Trade Union representatives and professional associations
e | ocal Elected Members (Councillors)

e Local Members of Parliament

e Neighbouring Authorities
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CONTACT

For further information and advice please contact:

Wigan Schools for the Future Team
Wigan Council

School Place Commissioning Team
Progress House

Westwood Park Drive

Wigan

WN3 4HH

Phone: 01942 486028 or 01942 486029

We can make this information available in other
formats and languages on request. Contact details as
above.
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Appendix 8

Wigan Schools for the Future: Questionnaire for

students

About you
Q1 Which School do you go to?

Abraham Guest High School

Bedford High School

Cansfield High Specialist Language College

Fred Longworth High School

Golborne High School

Hawkley Hall High School

Hesketh Fletcher CE High School

Hindley High School

Hope School

Landgate School

Lowton High School

Montrose

New Greenhall School

Newbridge Learning Community

Oakfield High School

PEMBEC@Kingsdown High School

Rose Bridge High School

Shevington High School

St Edmund Arrowsmith Catholic High School

St John Fisher Catholic High School

St Mary's Catholic High School

St Peter's Catholic High School

Standish Community High School

The Byrchall High School

The Deanery CofE High School & Sixth Form College

Westleigh High School-A College of Technology
Q2 Which year group are you in?

O Year?7 U Year8 O Year9 O  Yearl0 O Yearll
Q3 What is your name? (This will be treated confidentially and we won’t share it with

schools. We only need it so that we can enter you for the prize)

pooooodlooooooooiiooooonbno

Planned changes to schools
We will need to make sure that schools are in the right place and are of the right size for the towns
that they serve.

Q4 Do you think that schools should give a place to people that live in their town or
area before other people from outside of the area?
O Yes U No O Don't know

These are the main changes that we are planning to make to schools. Do you think these plans
are a good idea or not?
These schools will be ready by September 2011 and 2012:

Q5 Close Golborne and Lowton High Schools and build one new school to replace
them.
O VYes 0 No d Not sure
Q6 Replace Hesketh Fletcher CE in Atherton with a new centre for students aged 14-
19 years.

O Yes 0 No O Not sure



Q7 Open a new centre for students aged 14-19 years on the Pembec school site.

O Yes O No Q Not sure
These schools will take longer:
Q8 Close Standish and Shevington High Schools and build one new school to replace
them.
O Yes O No Q Not sure
Q9 Close Byrchall and Cansfield High Schools and build one new school to replace
them.
O VYes O No Q Not sure
Q10 You can tell us what you think of any of the planned changes for schools here.

Centres for Students aged 14-19 years
At Y10 and above, you will be able to choose from different courses depending on what you want
to do in the future. This includes diplomas and apprenticeships that match certain jobs and careers
and also traditional GCSEs.
Each school will not be able to offer diplomas and apprenticeships because of the space they
would take up and the number of students in each class would be too small. Instead, we have to
think about offering diplomas and apprenticeships at other places where students from lots of
schools come together to take the same course.
We are planning to open two centres, one in Atherton and one in the Pemberton area to run
diplomas and apprenticeships. If you live close by, you may be able to travel to the centre yourself
or, if you live further away, there will be a bus from your school to the centres and back.
Depending on which courses you choose, you may only be at the centres for part of the week (or
not at all if you decide to take just GCSES).
Do you think we should open centres in Atherton and Pemberton to run diplomas

Q11 and apprenticeships?

O Yes O No d Don't know

You can say more here.

When you finish your Y11 year, some of you may decide to do ‘A’ levels and others may want to
take courses such as higher level diplomas and apprenticeships. At the moment, many of you will
have to travel long distances to get to Sixth Form Colleges, including Colleges outside of Wigan, if
you want to do certain courses. Our plan is that the 14 - 19 centres will offer ‘A’ levels and higher
level diplomas and apprenticeships so that most students can travel to them more easily. We are
working with all of the Colleges in Wigan to see if they will run courses at the centres, so that the
quality of the courses is the same as those presently on offer.
Do you think that the 14-19 centres should offer 'A' levels, higher level diplomas
Q12 and apprenticeships?
O Yes
O No
O Just'A'levels
O  Just diplomas and apprenticeships
O Don't know
You can add anything you want to say about the centres here.




Lowton and Golborne High Schools

These are our plans for Lowton and Golborne High Schools:

- To close both schools and open a new school on the Lowton Civic site

- The school will be for people living in Abram, Golborne and Lowton

- It will have up to 300 students per year group (1,500 total)

- If you are going to Golborne or Lowton High at the time they close you will be able to have a
place at the new school

- If you are presently in Year 9, 10 or 11, you will not be affected by the changes

We want to have a primary school, children's centre (nursery) and leisure activities on the same
site.

Why?

There are only enough children living in the Lowton, Golborne and Abram areas to fill one large
school. Also, both Lowton and Golborne High School buildings are poor and it is better to build
one new school than try to improve them. We think that it will be easier for the primary school
children to start at the secondary school if they share the same site.
Q13 Do you agree with this proposal?
O Yes O No d Don't know
You can say more here.

Hindley High School

These are our plans for Hindley High School:

- To completely rebuild the school on its present site (you can stay in the existing buildings whilst
this happens)

- To make it bigger - it will have up to 225 students in each year group (1,125 in total)

- The school will be for people living in the Hindley, Hindley Green and Bickershaw

Why?

Most of Hindley High School’s buildings are very poor and it is better to rebuild the school
completely than try to improve them. We need the school to be a little larger to make sure that
everyone who lives in Hindley, Hindley Green and Bickershaw will be able to have a school place
in the future.
Q14 Do you agree with this proposal?
O Yes O No d Don't know
You can say more here.

Hesketh Fletcher CE and Westleigh High Schools

These are our plans for Hesketh Fletcher CE and Westleigh High Schools:

- To close Hesketh Fletcher CE High School

- To make Westleigh High School larger up to 250 students per year group (1,250 in total)

- Westleigh High and Fred Longworth High Schools in Tyldesley will be for people living in
Atherton, as well as Westleigh and Tyldesley

- We plan to make Fred Longworth larger in the future - up to 300 students per year group (1,500
in total)

- If you are going to Hesketh Fletcher CE at the time it closes you will be able to have a place at
Westleigh High, Fred Longworth High or Bedford High in Leigh, though you can apply for other
schools as well

- If you are presently in Year 8, 9, 10 or 11 you will not be affected by these changes



Why?

The numbers of students at Hesketh Fletcher CE High are falling and we expect there will be only
300 to 400 students in the future if we don't close it. Secondary schools need to be bigger than
this so that they can have enough teachers and can offer a lot of subjects for students to study.
Q15 Do you agree with this proposal?
O Yes U No O Don't know
You can say more here.
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www.partnershipsforschools.org.uk

15 July 2009

Dear Ms Redfearn

Wigan Metropolitan Borough Council
BUILDING SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE:
READY TO DELIVER ASSESSMENT OUTCOME

We are delighted to tell you that following assessment of your Readiness to Deliver
submission and attendance at a review meeting on Tuesday 30" June, your local
authority has been selected to start its Building Schools for the Future (BSF) project
as part of a group of local authorities joining the programme in the autumn.

As you know, BSF is an exciting opportunity to transform education for generations
to come and the programme continues to make good progress. So far 80 local
authorities are engaged in the programme, of which 37 schemes have reached
financial close and 86 schools are now benefiting from investment, with this number
due to increase still further in the autumn.

The ability of local authorities to deliver — both in terms of managing such a large
building programme and achieving the educational transformation — is essential in
ensuring that BSF maintains momentum, minimises delays and maximises the
potential of this investment. Departmental officials, Partnerships for Schools, 4ps
and Government Office made the assessment of your local authority’s suitability to
start their project based on their Readiness to Deliver submission and a review panel
assessment. The notes of the meeting will be sent to the authority in the next few
days.

Partnerships for Schools will be in contact shortly with the authority to agree a date
for the Remit Meeting for the early Autumn.

You will be aware from previous correspondence, that we are working with our
delivery partners to ensure that you have access to a wide range of support. All of
our partners will work closely together as a team to support you in the timely and
effective management of your project. Your day-to-day point of contact throughout
the programme will be Partnerships for Schools (PfS), the organisation set up
specifically to deliver BSF. An Education Director and Project Director will be
assigned to support you, together with additional ICT, design and commercial
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resource available to provide expert advice throughout the development of the
project. We will notify you of who these are in the near future.

You will also be required to continue to engage with the Office of the Schools
Commissioner (OSC) within the Department, to ensure that the authority’s BSF plans
reflect the need to promote greater and choice in school provision and address any
underperformance.

May | take this opportunity to wish you every success with your BSF programme.

This letter is copied to the Director of Children’s Services.

Yours sincerely

..

Tim Byles CBE Dana Woodmansey
Chief Executive, PfS Head of Schools Capital, DCSF

Cc:
Nick Hudson, Director of Children’s Services — Wigan Metropolitan Borough Council
Anthony Walker — Partnerships for Schools

Paul Schofield - Office of the Schools Commissioner
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