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Table Al
Title Directive 2006/7/EC of the European
parliament and of the council of 15 February
2006 concerning the management of bathing
water quality and repealing Directive

76/160/EEC

Proponent body
Status (e.g. statutory, non-statutory)

Date produced
Why is it relevant to the Local Development Framework?

The purpose of this Directive is to preserve, protect and improve the quality of the
environment and to protect human health by complementing Directive 2000/60/EC. This
Directive shall apply to any element of surface water where the competent authority expects a
large number of people to bathe and has not imposed a permanent bathing prohibition, or
issued permanent advice against bathing (hereinafter bathing water). It shall not apply to:

(a) swimming pools and spa pools;
(b) confined waters subject to treatment or used for therapeutic purposes;
(c) artificially created confined waters separated from surface water and groundwater.
e This Directive lays down provisions for:
¢ the monitoring and classification of bathing water quality;
¢ the management of bathing water quality; and the provision of information to the public

on bathing water quality.
e To protect and improve the quality of the environment and to protect human health
through improvements to quality of surface water.
Issues / Constraints
How could the Local Development Framework respond
To have a regard to areas of surface water that are used frequently by people and the
potential impacts on biodiversity and human health.

The Supplementary Planning Document should also have regard to potential outcomes of a
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment.

Implications for the sustainability appraisal
Human health, well being and the quality of areas of surface water and surrounding
environments are key objectives of sustainability

| Cross references __Cross reference (Topic Reviews)
e Water Framework Directive Environment, natural resources and pollution
¢ Planning Policy Statement 25: Landscape, townscape and buildings

Development and Flood Risk
e« The England Biodiversity Strategy
o Biodiversity: The UK Action Plan




Table A2
Title EU Directive on the Conservation of Wild
Birds (79/409/EEC as amended by 97/49/EC)
Proponent body European Council
Status (e.g. statutory, non-statutory)
Date produced
Why is it relevant to the Local Development Framework?
The aim of the Birds Directive is to provide for the protection, management and control of
naturally occurring wild birds and their nests, eggs and habitats within the European Union. It
serves to ensure that all wild birds receive basic protection from trapping and killing; that
sufficient habitat is protected to assure the survival of threatened and migratory species; that
large-scale or non-selective means of taking birds are prohibited; and that the exploitation,
sale or commercialisation of most species is prevented. Certain exceptions are made for
legitimate sporting and hunting practices, and to allow governments to take action when birds
pose serious risks for human health and safety, crops, livestock, fisheries, forests, water, or
other flora and fauna. In particular it seeks to protect all wild birds and the habitats of listed
species through the designation of Specially Protected Areas, which are incorporated in the
Natura 2000 network established by the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC.
To provide for the protection, management and control of naturally occurring wild birds and
their nests, eggs and habitats within the European Union
Article 1
1. Conservation of all species of naturally occurring birds in the wild state in the territory of
the member states to which the treaty applies. It covers the protection management and
control of these species and lays down rules for their exploitation. It shall apply to birds,
their eggs, nests and habitats.
Article 2
2. Take measures to maintain the population of the species referred to in article 1 at a level
which corresponds in particular to ecological , scientific and cultural requirements , while
taking account of economic and recreational requirements , or to adapt the population of
these species to that level
Article 3
e The Preservation , Maintenance And Re-Establishment Of Biotopes And Habitats Shall
Include Primarily The Following Measures :
3.Creation Of Protected Areas ;
4.Upkeep And Management In Accordance With The Ecological Needs Of Habitats
Inside And Outside The Protected Zones ;
5.Re-Establishment Of Destroyed Biotopes ;
6.Creation Of Biotopes
Article 4
e Species mentioned in annex | of the Directive shall be the subject of special
conservation measures concerning their habitat in order to ensure their survival and
reproduction in their area of distribution. In this connection , account shall be taken
of :
e species in danger of extinction ;
e species vulnerable to specific changes in their habitat ;
e species considered rare because of small populations or restricted local
distribution ;
e other species requiring particular attention for reasons of the specific nature of
their habitat.
e Trends and variations in population levels shall be taken into account as a
background for evaluations
Opportunities
Issues / Constraints
Wild Bird species and habitats continually under threat from human activity and climate
change.
To have specific regard to bird species through the protection and enhancement of their
stocks and habitats.
The protection and enhancement of species and their habitats are key elements of
sustainability and should be fully incorporated the Sustainability Appraisal framework.




Cross references (General) Cross reference (Topic Reviews)
e« The England Biodiversity Strategy Environment, natural resources and pollution
o Biodiversity: The UK Action Plan Landscape, townscape and buildings




Table A3
Title EU Directive on the Conservation of Habitats
and of Wild Fauna and Flora (92/43/EEC as

amended by 97/62/EC)

Proponent body
Status (e.g. statutory, non-statutory)

Date produced
Why is it relevant to the Local Development Framework?

The Directive establishes a European ecological network known as "Natura 2000". The
network comprises "special areas of conservation" designated by Member States in
accordance with the provisions of the Directive, and special protection areas classified
pursuant to Directive 79/409/EEC on the conservation of wild birds. These sites are part of a
range of measures aimed at conserving important or threatened habitats and species.

In the UK the Directive has been transposed into national laws by means of the Conservation

(Natural Habitats, and c.) Regulations 1994 (as amended),
To promote the maintenance of biodiversity by taking measures to maintain or restore natural
habitats and wild species at a favourable conservation status. The directive introduces robust
protection for those habitats and species of European importance, taking account of

economic, social and cultural requirements and regional and local characteristics.
Opportunities

e encourage the management of features of the landscape which are essential for the
migration, dispersal and genetic exchange of wild species;

e establish systems of strict protection for those animal and plant species which are
particularly threatened (Annex IV) and study the desirability of reintroducing those species
in their territory;

e prohibit the use of non-selective methods of taking, capturing or killing certain animal and
plant species (Annex V).

Ensuring that protection of Habitats and wild flora and fauna are key objectives of the

Supplementary Planning Document.

Protection of Habitats and wild flora and fauna are key elements of sustainability. The

Sustainability Appraisal framework will need to provide pro active measures to ensure that

there is greater understanding of such issues.

Implications for the sustainability appraisal

Biodiversity will be a sustainability objective. The framework should ensure the key messages
from the Directive are considered.

Cross references (General) Cross reference (Topic Reviews)
e« The England Biodiversity Strategy Environment, natural resources and pollution
e Biodiversity: The UK Action Plan Landscape, townscape and buildings




Table A4

Title Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of

International Importance especially as

Waterfow| Habitat (Ramsar Bureau 1971)
Proponent body Ramsar

Status (e.g. statutory, non-statutory)

Date produced 1971

Why is it relevant to the Local Development Framework?

The Convention on Wetlands of International Importance, Especially as Waterfowl Habitats

(The Ramsar Convention) is an intergovernmental treaty that aims to stem the progressive

encroachment on and loss of wetlands now and in the future.

The Convention was signed on 2 February 1971 in the Iranian town of Ramsar. It came into
force in December 1975, and was ratified by the UK in 1976. Further information can be
found on the internet at http://www.ramsar.org. The Convention now has 124 Contracting
Parties around the World. Approximately 1073 wetlands have been designated for inclusion
in the List of Wetlands of International Importance, covering over 81.7 million hectares. A full
list of UK Ramsar sites can be found on the JNCC website under protected sites at
WWW.jncc.qov.uk.

The official name of the treaty, The Convention on Wetlands of International Importance
especially as Waterfowl Habitat, reflects the original emphasis upon the conservation and
wise use of wetlands primarily as habitat for waterbirds. Over the years, however, the
Convention has broadened its scope of implementation to cover all aspects of wetland
conservation and wise use, recognizing wetlands as ecosystems that are extremely important
for biodiversity conservation and for the well-being of human communities, thus fulfilling the
full scope of the Convention text. For this reason, the increasingly common use of the short
form of the treaty’s title, the “Convention on Wetlands”, is entirely appropriate.

| Key messages, requirements, objectives

When countries join the Convention, they are enlisting in an international effort to ensure the
conservation and wise use of wetlands. The treaty includes four main commitments that the
Contracting Parties have agreed to by joining.

1. Listed sites (Article 2 of the Convention)The first obligation under the Convention
is for a Party to designate at least one wetland at the time of accession for inclusion
in the List of Wetlands of International Importance (the “Ramsar List”) and to
promote its conservation, and in addition to continue to “designate suitable wetlands
within its territory” for the List (Article 2.1). Selection for the Ramsar List should be
based on the wetland’s significance in terms of ecology, botany, zoology, limnology,
or hydrology. The Contracting Parties have developed specific criteria and guidelines
for identifying sites that qualify for inclusion in the Ramsar List.In Article 3.2, each
Party has committed itself “to arrange to be informed at the earliest possible time if
the ecological character of any wetland in its territory and included in the List has
changed, is changing or is likely to change as the result of technological
developments, pollution or other human interference. Information on such changes
shall be passed without delay” to the Ramsar Secretariat.

2. Wise use (Article 3 of the Convention)Under the Convention there is a general
obligation for the Contracting Parties to include wetland conservation considerations
in their national land-use planning. They have committed themselves to formulate
and implement this planning so as to promote, as far as possible, “the wise use of
wetlands in their territory” (Article 3.1). The Conference of the Contracting Parties
has approved guidelines on how to achieve “wise use”, which has been interpreted
as being synonymous with “sustainable use”. The COP has also adopted detailed
guidance on the development of National Wetland Policies and on management
planning for individual wetland sites.

3. Reserves and training (Article 4 of the Convention) Contracting Parties have also
undertaken to establish nature reserves in wetlands, whether or not they are included
in the Ramsar List, and they are expected to promote training in the fields of wetland
research, management and wardening.

4. International cooperation (Article 5 of the Convention) Contracting Parties have
also agreed to consult with other Contracting Parties about implementation of the
Convention, especially in regard to transboundary wetlands, shared water systems,
and shared species.




Opportunities
Issues / Constraints
The Ramsar Convention is not a regulatory regime and has no punitive sanctions for
violations of or defaulting upon treaty commitments — nevertheless, its terms do constitute a
solemn treaty and are binding in international law in that sense. The whole structure is based
upon an expectation of common and equitably shared transparent accountability. Failure to
live up to that expectation could lead to political and diplomatic discomfort in high-profile
international fora or the media, and would prevent any Party concerned from getting the most,
more generally, out of what would otherwise be a robust and coherent system of checks and
balances and mutual support frameworks. Failure to meet the treaty’s commitments may also
impact upon success in other ways, for example, in efforts to secure international funding for
wetland conservation. In addition, some national jurisdictions now embody international
Ramsar obligations in national law and/or policy with direct effect in their own court systems.
e To have full regard to the requirements of Ramsar and ensure identified wetlands are
appropriately protected.
Implications for the sustainability appraisal
e Biodiversity will be a sustainability objective. The framework should ensure the key
messages from the convention are considered.

Cross references (General) | Cross Reference (Topic Reviews)
e« The England Biodiversity Strategy Environment, natural resources and pollution
e Biodiversity: The UK Action Plan Landscape, townscape and buildings




Table A5
Title European Biodiversity Strategy
Proponent body European Commission

Status (e.g. statutory, non-statutory)

Date produced 1998

Why is it relevant to the Local Development Framework?

On 4 February 1998, the European Commission adopted a Communication on a European
Biodiversity Strategy. This strategy aims to anticipate, prevent and attack the causes of
significant reduction or loss of biodiversity at the source. This will help both to reverse present
trends in biodiversity decline and to place species and ecosystems, including agro-
ecosystems, at a satisfactory conservation status, both within and beyond the territory of the
European Union. With this strategy, the European Union reinforces its leading role world-wide
in the efforts to find solutions for biodiversity within the framework of the United Nations’
Convention on Biological Diversity.

The Strategy is organised around four strategic themes and eight policy areas. There are also
four thematic Action Plans developed for each of the following themes:

e Conservation of Natural Resources
e Agriculture

e Fisheries

e Economic Cooperation

Key messages, requirements, objectives

e To encourage sustainable regional development with the Operational programmes as
well as transitional co-operation programmes including measures to conserve and make
sustainable use of biodiversity.

e Requires development and implementation of climate change strategies with a view to
minimising negative impacts on biodiversity.

e To minimise the impact on biodiversity of the development of infrastructures for energy
from conventional and renewable sources.

e To assess the best options for biodiversity when deciding which energy sources are used
to match demands at regional level.

e To minimise the impacts on biodiversity of transport infrastructure by optimising the
capacity and efficiency of the existing infrastructure and, for new infrastructure, giving full
consideration to environmental concerns.

e Ensure implementation of habitats Directive and Birds Directive

e Promotes the development of management plans for selected threatened species.

e To use the Water Framework Directive as a tool for the conservation and sustainable use
of biodiversity.

e To enhance the ecological function of land cover, including riparian and alluvial
vegetation, to combat erosion and maintain the water cycle supporting ecosystems and
habitats important for biodiversity.

e To protect wetlands and restore the ecological character of degraded wetlands.

e Promotes better coordination between different initiatives in the field of climate change
and ozone depletion.

e Encourage ecological function of rural areas.

Opportunities

¢ Promotes the policy options identified in the spatial planning initiatives which can assist in
conserving and enhancing biodiversity. Particular attentions paid to:
e Ecological corridors and buffer zones
e Rural area in order to ensure better synergy between the objectives of economic

development and conservation of biodiversity needs.

e To promote sustainable development based on an integrated spatial planning approach.

e To promote farming methods enhanced biodiversity, by taking agricultural support to
environmental conditions where appropriate.

e Promotes good agricultural practice standards with a view to reducing the risk of pollution
and further damage to biodiversity.

e To promote a net increase in forest extension as a means of maximising carbon sink
function to combat climate change.

e To encourage the assessment of tourism carrying capacity of different ecosystems and
habitats.




e To promote the development of international guidelines for sustainable tourism.

e To mainstream biodiversity objectives into Community development and economic
cooperation strategies and policy dialogue with developing countries and economies in
transition. Biodiversity objectives should be integrated in development projects across
different sectors of the economy

e To further integrate Environmental Impact Assessment practices into development and
economic co-operation

Constraints Issues /

How could the Local Development Framework respond

Incorporate the spatial planning approach to help protect and enhance Biodiversity such as

Ecological Corridors and buffer zones to help integrate urban and rural areas.

Provide strong links to wider issues such as climate change, sustainable tourism and role of
Environmental Impact Assessment etc.

To have a strong synergy with regional and sub regional levels of the planning system.
Implications for the sustainability appraisal
A spatial planning approach to development and biodiversity are key to sustainability and
therefore will need to be incorporated in the Sustainability Appraisal framework

Cross references (General) Cross reference (Topic Reviews)

¢ The England Biodiversity Strategy Environment, natural resources and pollution
e Biodiversity: The UK Action Plan Landscape, townscape and buildings




Title B1 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981
Proponent body

Status (e.g. statutory, non-statutory) Statutory

Date produced 1981
Why is it relevant to the Local Development Framework?

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) is the principle mechanism for the
legislative protection of wildlife in Great Britain. It does not extend to Northern Ireland, the
Channel Islands or the Isle of Man. This legislation is the means by which the Convention on
the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (the '‘Bern Convention’) and the
European Union Directives on the Conservation of Wild Birds (79/409/EEC) and Natural
Habitats and Wild Fauna and Flora (92/43/FFC) are implemented in Great Britain. Similar
legislation is enacted to fulfil these obligations elsewhere in the United Kingdom. The Wildlife
and Countryside Act is divided into four parts.

e Part | is concerned with the protection of wildlife,

e Part Il relates to the countryside and national parks (and the designation of protected
areas),

e Part lll covers public rights of way,

e Part IV deals with miscellaneous provisions of the Act

Key messages, requirements, objectives

Wildlife

e The Act makes it an offence to intentionally Kill, injure, or take any wild bird or their eggs
or nests. Special penalties are available for offences related to birds listed on Schedule 1,
for which there are additional offences of disturbing these birds at their nests, or their
dependent young. The Secretary of State may also designate Areas of Special Protection
(subject to exceptions) to provide further protection to birds. The Act also prohibits certain
methods of killing, injuring, or taking birds, restricts the sale and possession of captive
bred birds, and sets standards for keeping birds in captivity.

e The Act makes it an offence (subject to exceptions) to intentionally kill, injure, or take,
possess, or trade in any wild animal listed in Schedule 5, and prohibits interference with
places used for shelter or protection, or intentionally disturbing animals occupying such
places. The Act also prohibits certain methods of killing, injuring, or taking wild animals.

e The Act makes it an offence (subject to exceptions) to pick, uproot, trade in, or possess
(for the purposes of trade) any wild plant listed in Schedule 8, and prohibits the
unauthorised intentional uprooting of such plants.

e The Act contains measures for preventing the establishment of non-native species which
may be detrimental to native wildlife, prohibiting the release of animals and planting of
plants listed in Schedule 9. It also provides a mechanism making any of the above
offences legal through the granting of licences by the appropriate authorities.

Nature Conservation, Countryside and National Parks

e The Act provides for the notification of Sites of Special Scientific Interest — areas of
special scientific interest by reason of their flora, fauna, or geological or physiographical
features — by the country agencies. A notification must be served to the relevant local
planning authority, all land owners and occupiers, and the Secretary of State, specifying
the time period within which representations and objections may be made. The country
agencies must consider these responses and may withdraw or confirm the naotification,
with or without amendment. The Act also contains measures for the protection and
management of Sites of Special Scientific Interest. The Act provides for the making of
Limestone Pavement Orders, which prohibit the disturbance and removal of limestone
from such designated areas, and the designation of Marine Nature Reserves, for which
byelaws must be made to protect them.

e The Act prohibits the undertaking of agricultural or forestry operations on land within
National Parks which has been either moor or heath for 20 years, without consent from
the relevant planning authority. Planning authorities are also required to make available to
the public up to date maps of moor and heath land within National Parks, which are
important for the conservation of natural beauty.

Opportunities

To protect Wildlife and Countryside through a range of conservation initiatives such as

designation of nature conservation areas and national parks ,and protection of countryside.

Issues / Constraints

Increasing development pressures can result in pressures on such designation both directly
and indirectly.

How could the Local Development Framework respond




To make specific reference to the legal implications of intentionally creating negative impacts
on wildlife and countryside areas
Implications for the sustainability appraisal

To ensure the SA objectives are in accordance with the legal requirements of the Act.

Cross references (General) Cross reference (Topic Reviews)

e EC Council Directive on the Conservation of | Environment, natural resources and
Natural Habitats of Wild Fauna and Flora pollution
(“The Habitats and Species Directive”) Landscape, townscape and buildings
(92/43/EEC)

e EC Council Directive on the Conservation of
Wild Birds (“The Birds Directive”)
(79/409/EEC)

e The Countryside and Rights of Way Act
2000 (CROW Act)




Table B2

Title Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000
Proponent body

Status (e.g. statutory, non-statutory) Statutory

Date produced 2000
Why is it relevant to the Local Development Framework?

The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CRoW Act 2000), which applies to England
and Wales only, received Royal Assent on 30 November 2000, with the provisions it contains
being brought into force in incremental steps over subsequent years. Containing five Parts
and 16 Schedules, the Act provides for public access on foot to certain types of land, amends
the law relating to public rights of way, increases protection for Sites of Special Scientific
Interest and strengthens wildlife enforcement legislation, and provides for better management
of Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The Act is compliant with the provisions of the
European Convention on Human Rights, requiring consultation where the rights of the
individual may be affected by these measures

Key messages, requirements, objectives

To provide a new right of public access on foot to areas of open land comprising mountain,
moor, heath, down, and registered common land, and provisions for extending the right to
coastal land

Opportunities

Access to the Countryside

e The Act provides a new right of public access on foot to areas of open land comprising
mountain, moor, heath, down, and registered common land, and contains provisions for
extending the right to coastal land. The Act also provides safeguards which take into
account the needs of landowners and occupiers, and of other interests, including wildlife.

Public Rights of Way and Road Traffic

e The Act improves the rights of way legislation by encouraging the creation of new routes
and clarifying uncertainties about existing rights. Of particular relevance to nature
conservation, the Act introduces powers enabling the diversion of rights of way to protect
Sites of Special Scientific Interest.

Nature Conservation and Wildlife Protection

e The Act places a duty on Government Departments and the National Assembly for Wales
to have regard for the conservation of biodiversity and maintain lists of species and
habitats for which conservation steps should be taken or promoted, in accordance with the
Convention on Biological Diversity.

e Schedule 9 of the Act changes the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, amending Sites of
Special Scientific Interest notification procedures and providing increased powers for the
protection and management of Sites of Special Scientific Interest. The provisions extend
powers for entering into management agreements, place a duty on public bodies to further
the conservation and enhancement of Sites of Special Scientific Interest, and increase
penalties on conviction where the provision are breached, with a new offence whereby
third parties can be convicted for damaging Sites of Special Scientific Interest. To ensure
compliance with the Human Rights Act 1998, appeal processes are introduced with
regards to the naotification, management and protection of Sites of Special Scientific
Interest.

e Schedule 12 of the Act amends the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, strengthening the
legal protection for threatened species. The provisions make certain offences 'arrestable’,
create a new offence of reckless disturbance, confer greater powers to police and wildlife
inspectors for entering premises and obtaining wildlife tissue samples for DNA analysis,
and enable heavier penalties on conviction of wildlife offences




Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty

e The Act clarifies the procedure and purpose of designating Areas of Outstanding Natural
Beauty, and consolidates the provisions of previous legislation. It requires local authorities
to produce management plans for each Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, and
enables the creation of Conservation Boards in order to assume responsibility for Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty, particularly where the land designated crosses several local
authority jurisdictions. The Act also requires all relevant authorities to have regard to the
purpose of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of Areas of Outstanding Natural
Beauty when performing their functions

Public Rights of Way can be useful mechanisms for improving/ protecting permeability through

rural and urban areas. Equally Public Rights of Way can also become a constraint on

development.

The framework should address the issue of public right of way access in designated areas

and the obligations of developers with proposal in areas that are affected by the Act.

For the Sustainability Appraisal framework to be in accordance with the requirements of the

Act

Cross references (general) Cross reference (Topic Reviews)
e EC Council Directive on the Environment, natural resources and pollution

Conservation of Natural Habitats of Landscape, townscape and buildings
Wild Fauna and Flora (“The Habitats
and Species Directive”) (92/43/EEC)

e EC Council Directive on the
Conservation of Wild Birds (“The
Birds Directive”) (79/409/EEC)

e The Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981 (as amended)




Table B3
Title Natural Environment and Rural Communities
Act
Proponent body Department of Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs
Status (e.g. statutory, non-statutory) Statutory
Date produced 2006
Why is it relevant to the Local Development Framework?
The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act received Royal Assent on 30 March
2006. The Act was first introduced as the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Bill in
the House of Commons on 19 May and to the House of Lords on 12 October 2006.

The Act will, among other measures, create a hew integrated agency - Natural England— - to
act as a powerful champion for the natural environment, and formally establish a Commission
for Rural Communities which will be a strong national rural adviser, advocate and watchdog
charged with ensuring that Government policies are making a real difference on the ground in
tackling rural disadvantage

The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act is designed to help achieve a rich and
diverse natural environment and thriving rural communities through modernised and implified
arrangements for delivering Government policy. The Act implements key elements of the
Government’s Rural Strategy published in July 2004, and establishes flexible new structures
with a strong customer focus.
To help achieve a rich and diverse natural environment and thriving rural communities through
modernised and simplified arrangements for delivering Government policy.

Opportunities

e The establishment of Natural England will, for the first time ever, unite in a single
organisation the responsibility for enhancing biodiversity and landscape — in rural, urban
and coastal areas - with promoting access and recreation. It is about conserving and
enhancing places and nature and helping people to enjoy them — taking a wider view,
pursuing environmental management which encompasses access and recreation, and
aiming where possible to achieve economic and social outcomes alongside conservation
goals. People throughout the country will benefit from the more integrated approach
offered by Natural England.

¢ Formal establishment of the new Commission for Rural Communities to act as an
independent advocate, adviser and watchdog for rural people, designed to ensure that the
Government’s policies make a real and tangible difference to people in rural areas,
especially in tackling social and economic exclusion and disadvantage. It will be a
powerful new rural advocate unhampered by delivery functions.

e The Act delivers a commitment to curtail the inappropriate use of byways by motor
vehicles by putting an end to claims for motor vehicle access on the basis of historical use
by horse-drawn vehicles. Some of the worst damage is happening in our national parks,
which is why we have given National Park Authorities the power to make traffic regulation
orders

e Powers for the Secretary of State to directly fund activities within Department of
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs remit, as a tidying up measure following the creation
of Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and to provide maximum flexibility.

e Powers to allow both the Secretary of State, and designated bodies, to delegate
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs functions to one another by mutual consent, to
provide simple and more effective access to customers. These powers are limited so that
regulatory and enforcement functions cannot be delegated to private bodies.

o Powers to take forward the findings of a current review of levy bodies, due to report later
this year.

Issues / Constraints
The Act will result in a number of changes to other legislation and organisations.

How could the Local Development Framework respond




To ensure the framework has regard to the establishment of Natural England and the
approaches it will bring to enhancing biodiversity and landscape — in rural and urban areas.

Implications for the sustainability appraisal

For the Sustainability Appraisal framework to be in accordance wit the requirements of the
Act.

Cross references (General) Cross reference (Topic Reviews)

e EC Council Directive on the Conservation of | Environment, natural resources and
Natural Habitats of Wild Fauna and Flora pollution
(“The Habitats and Species Directive”) Landscape, townscape and buildings
(92/43/EEC)

e EC Council Directive on the Conservation of
Wild Birds (“The Birds Directive”)
(79/409/EEC)

e The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as
amended)




Table B4
Title The England Biodiversity Strategy

Proponent body Department of Communities and Local
Government
Status (e.g. statutory, non-statutory) Statutory

Date produced October 2002
Why is it relevant to the Local Development Framework?

Working with the grain of nature: a biodiversity strategy for England was launched on 24
October 2002 at the London Wetland Centre, Barnes by the RT Hon Margaret Beckett MP,
Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. The Strategy seeks to ensure
biodiversity considerations become embedded in all main sectors of public policy and sets out
a programme for the next five years to make the changes necessary to conserve, enhance
and work with the grain of nature and ecosystems rather than against them.

The Strategy is a Government strategy, but it has been prepared with the active partnership of
a broad range of stakeholders in the public, voluntary and private sectors.

Key messages, requirements, objectives

Aims and objectives:

¢ Promoting the recovery of declining species and habitats

e Protecting the best wildlife sites

¢ Embedding biodiversity in all sectors of policy and decision-making
« Enthusing people and developing the evidence base.

e 2010 target to “halt biodiversity loss”.

¢ Healthy, thriving and diverse ecosystems are essential to everybody’s quality of life and
well-being.

Opportunities

The Strategy sets out a series of actions that will be taken by the Government and its partners
to make biodiversity a fundamental consideration in:

e Agriculture: encouraging the management of farming and agricultural land so as to
conserve and enhance biodiversity as part of the Government's Sustainable Food and
Farming Strategy.

e Water: aiming for a whole catchment approach to the wise, sustainable use of water and
wetlands.

e Woodland: managing and extending woodland so as to promote enhanced biodiversity and
quality of life.

e Marine and coastal management: so as to achieve the sustainable use and management
of our coasts and seas using natural processes and the ecosystem-based approach.

e Urban areas: where biodiversity needs to become a part of the development of policy on
sustainable communities and urban green space and the built environment

¢ Historically, the conservation of nature has been held as separate from, and often in conflict
with, economic and social development

e The outcomes of future Government spending reviews and the financial limitations of the
pillar 2 of the CAP will govern the resources that will be available

e Because this area is so substantially influenced by international agriculture, environment
and trade policy, the success of the policies set out in this strategy will depend on the UK'’s
negotiating success.

e continuing poor returns from farming will affect farmers’ own ability to contribute financially
to preserving and enhancing biodiversity

¢ Uncertainties about the impact of future technological change (including the introduction of
novel crops and biotechnology) and the effects on agriculture of climate change (e.g. the
response to increased flood risk, water demand and shifting patterns of land use) will have
impacts on biodiversity as yet unknown.

Provide recognition of the main public sector policy areas that go beyond traditional planning

related sectors and how they can help achieve protection of wildlife and their habitats.

A holistic approach to planning is fundamental to achieving sustainability. The Sustainability

Appraisal framework must have regard to all policy areas that effect social, economic and

environmental conditions.




Cross references (General)

e EC Council Directive on the Conservation of
Natural Habitats of Wild Fauna and Flora
(“The Habitats and Species Directive”)
(92/43/EEC)

e EC Council Directive on the Conservation of
Wild Birds (“The Birds Directive”)
(79/409/EEC)

e The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as
amended)

e The Countryside and Rights of Way Act
2000 (CROW Act)

e UK Biodiversity Action Plan

¢ North West Biodiversity Audit

e Biodiversity Targets for the North West
Region

e English Nature’s Natural Area Profiles
(Mersey Urban Basin, South Pennies)

e Lancashire Biodiversity Action Plan

e Cheshire Countdown Biodiversity Action
Plan

e North Merseyside Biodiversity Action Plan

e Peak District Action for Biodiversity

Cross reference (Topic Reviews)
Environment, natural resources and
pollution

Built environment and Landscape




Table B5

Title Biodiversity: The UK Action Plan
Proponent body

Status (e.g. statutory, non-statutory)

Date produced 1994
Why is it relevant to the Local Development Framework?

The UK Biodiversity Action Plan was published in January 1994 in response to Article 6 of the
Biodiversity Convention, to develop national strategies for the conservation of biological
diversity and the sustainable use of biological resources. It was preceded by a consultation
exercise, culminating in a two day seminar.

The UK Biodiversity Action Plan included contributions from Government, statutory
conservation agencies, the academic world and the voluntary sector. It committed the then
Government and its agencies to 59 programmes or tasks: to conserve species and habitats; to
develop public awareness and understanding; and to contribute to biodiversity work in the
European and global context.

Following the publication of UK Biodiversity Action Plan, a Biodiversity Steering Group was

established to advise the Government on implementation. The Steering Group had a wide-

ranging membership including central and local Government, statutory nature conservation

agencies, industry, the main collections, scientific and academic institutions, farming and land

management, and the nature conservation NGOs.

Key messages, requirements, objectives

e To maintain and enhance biological diversity within the UK and thus contribute to the
conservation and enhancement of global diversity

e To maintain and enhance biological diversity within the UK, paying particular regard to:
e Overall populations and natural ranges of native species and the quality and ranges of
wildlife habitats and ecosystems.
e Internationally important and threatened species, habitats and ecosystems.
e Species, habitats and natural and managed ecosystems characteristic of local areas.
e Biodiversity of natural and semi natural habitats where they have been diminished
over recent past decades.
e To contribute to the conservation of global biodiversity.
e Toincrease public appreciation and enjoyment of biodiversity and recognition of its value
wherever it occurs.
e To integrate biodiversity fully into policies and programmes as part of sustainable
development.
Opportunities
Refer to previous section

Issues / Constraints

e Air pollution which gives rise to acid rain and nutrient enrichment and recommends
research to increase understanding of how future emissions are likely to affect
biodiversity.

e Climate change represents threats for some species but opportunities for others. The
distribution of plants and animals may change and some rare flora and fauna on the edge
of their range may eventually be lost from the UK.

e Further research on the effects of climate change is required to better determine the

effects of climate change.
To have regard to specific localities and natural and semi natural habitats particularly those
that have diminished in quality over recent decades or could be subject to future pressures.
To ensure that the Sustainability Appraisal framework has regard to broad and site specific
scales of natural and semi natural habitat in the borough and how this can contribute
Cross references (General) Cross reference (Topic Reviews)

e EC Council Directive on the Conservation of | Environment, Natural Resources and
Natural Habitats of Wild Fauna and Flora Pollution
(“The Habitats and Species Directive”)
(92/43/EEC)

e EC Council Directive on the Conservation of
Wild Birds (“The Birds Directive”)
(79/409/EEC)




The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as
amended)

The Countryside and Rights of Way Act
2000 (CROW Act)

UK Biodiversity Action Plan

The England Biodiversity Strategy

North West Biodiversity Audit

Biodiversity Targets for the North West
Region

English Nature’s Natural Area Profiles
(Mersey Urban Basin, South Pennies)
Lancashire Biodiversity Action Plan
Cheshire Countdown Biodiversity Action
Plan

North Merseyside Biodiversity Action Plan
Peak District Action for Biodiversity




Table B6
Title Biodiversity by Design: A guide for
Sustainable Communities
Proponent body Town and Country Planning Association, URBED,
Royal Society for the protection of Birds

Status (e.g. statutory, non-statutory)

Date produced 2004
Why is it relevant to the Local Development Framework?

This document represents the first of the Town and Country Planning Association’s “By
Design” series. It sets out practical, design led solutions which can be implemented now. No
focus can be found here on the meaning or definition of sustainable development, instead the
purpose of this Guide is on the delivery that is urgently needed.

The document contains a number of UK case studies that have been paired with international

examples, which provide useful lessons for future approaches. They demonstrate how we

cannot think solely about protection of the environment but must also explore our relationship

with nature’s biodiversity. It is often overlooked that our nation’s back gardens support a wide

variety of wildlife, whilst on many arable fields wildlife is threatened by intensive farming

methods. There is, therefore, evidence that development can, if it treads lightly on the land,

deliver positive outcomes for wildlife on both brownfield and greenfield sites.

Key messages, requirements, objectives

Opportunities

Ecologic benefits

e Carbon sink — Trees have a significant capacity to absorb carbon dioxide.

e Pollution control — Vegetation has a significant capacity to attenuate noise and filter air
pollution from motor vehicles.

e Air conditioning — In urban areas the heat island effect can increase temperatures
relative to open countryside by up to 50c Vegetation provides natural air conditioning.

e Microclimate control — Vegetation can improve local microclimate conditions.

e Flood prevention — Vegetation can reduce excessive run- off and increase rainfall
capture.

Quality of Life

e Health and wellbeing -. Accessible green space creates opportunities for recreation and
exercise, and studies have shown that it increases children’s creative play, social skills
and concentration span2. Natural greenspaces reduce stress and encourage relaxation,
providing a sense of freedom and exhilaration22.

e Social cohesion - Natural greenspaces can encourage greater social interaction.

Economic Value

e Property values — Street trees and views of natural landscapes and waterways can
increase property values by between 6% and 18%.

e Management costs — Traditionally our greenspaces have been intensively managed,

requiring significant and costly inputs of nutrients, herbicides and pesticides.
Issues / Constraints

e Diversity is the heritage of millions of years of evolution. Human society has had a
dramatic impact on this ecological heritage. In the last 200 years more species have
become extinct than at a time in the last 65 mi lion years.

e Development has resulted in natural greenspaces becoming detached from the urban/
built environment with limited connectivity.

How could the Local Development Framework respond

The SPD should have specific regard to how design led biodiversity initiatives can contribute

to sustainable communities.

To ensure that high quality design is a key objective within the Sustainability Appraisal

framework

Cross references (General) Cross reference (Topic Reviews)
e« The England Biodiversity Strategy Environment, natural resources and pollution
e Biodiversity: The UK Action Plan Built environment and Landscape




Table B7

Title Circular 06/05: Biodiversity and Geological
Conservation - Statutory Obligations and
Their Impact Within The Planning System

Proponent body

Status (e.g. statutory, non-statutory)

Date produced 2005
Why is it relevant to the Local Development Framework?

This Circular provides administrative guidance on the application of the law relating to
planning and nature conservation as it applies in England. It complements the expression of
national planning policy in Planning Policy Statement 9: Biodiversity and Geological

Conservation (PPS9) and the accompanying Guide to Good Practice. Although this Circular
outlines how statutory obligations impact within the planning system, in some cases the
legislation will have an equal bearing on other regimes eg Transport and Works Act 1992.
Key messages, requirements, objectives

Part | deals with conservation of internationally designated sites:

e This section of the circular sets out the background and terms of internationally
designated sites.

e It explains how planning authorities should proceed with development proposals that will
affect these sites. And how local Authorities should apply tests and assessments before
making a decision.

e Local Planning Authorities should also consider all extant planning permissions that may
affect a European site (including Ramsar sites).

e A European court case following a recent European Court ruling found that the UK
government had not fully implemented the European Union's 1992 Habitat's Directive.
Therefore the circular will be amended to reflect the fact that Development Plans should
take sufficient assessment of any proposal in a development plan likely to significantly
affect a European site

Part Il deals with nationally designated sites and the consultation and notification

process:

e A Local Planning Authority has a general duty to conserve and enhance Sites of Special
Scientific Interest and in doing so may need to consult English Nature.

Part Ill deals with planning for nature conservation outside of designated sites and

areas:

e Habitats or species listed as priorities in Biodiversity Action Plan, Local Biodiversity
Partnerships together with policies in the England Biodiversity Strategy need to be taken
into consideration when preparing Local Development Documents and making planning
decisions.

Opportunities

For geological and biodiversity conservation

Issues / Constraints
How could the Local Development Framework respond

That the Supplementary Planning Document is in accordance with the Circular, particularly
with regard to the guidelines for developers dealing with designated sites.

Implic