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She was 50 Impressed hal she joined in he activiies, gefting bands-0n experiencs
with P Bables, during hee vigil 10 the Sune Stan building in Hindley,

The MP is Minister of State for Chidmen and Young People:, She wils Keen o keam
oot the new Basic Skills Agency programme froem Wigan LEA Family Lesfméng
Co-oedinatad Justine Sllcock, of secondment from Wigan and Leigh College,
Toge e with ubors Sue Williams and Dionne Blower,

The programme is for parents and babies under one yveas in the Hindley area. The
conbenl has been devisad by Family Learming tutars from Wigan and Leigh College,
in conjenciion wilh Wigan Zure Stad and & Sure Star speach therpist,

The 132 wesek pilob programmes was mn in the Sure Stan building in Hindiey, B has
been successid in enabling parents of wery young children b make new friends
whils! nedping their childnen bo leam new skills

Sure Shad and Greater Manchester Leamning and Skills Councll have funded this
biscaa| poisfianiling sfd Family leaming develipimianl
For more Early Start pictures ploase sea page 3,

s Early Start
impresses Minister

Government Minister Margaret Hodge MP has visited the Early Start
programme designed for parents and very young children.

Lity Manganal Shinks
recesvas the Leamer of the Yesr awsrd
from Gosvemment Minisier
ard local MP lan MeGartney
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Minishar ts "cauLghd rolding tha baby™,
by Justine Sicook

Grandmother recedves Working Wonders Learmer of the Year Award.

You're never too

old to learn!

Lily i= a T2 year old grandmother who
symbalises the banefite to be galnad from Life
Long Learning. All her family - husband, sistors,
children, grandehlidren, have achleved
academically.

Lily never gained any quaifications al school and
she serously lecked confidanca in her abllity &
ioam alnce ahe booame a grendmather,  Howowar,
despits her intlal fears, she started attending
literacy sessons al All Sainls Parish Hall in Hindley,
which ks nesar ko whesa sha Ives.

She Tound that the sessions were infiormal and fun
- not & bit likke she ramembered schooll Ly
enjoyed leaming and succasslully gained a Level 1
Adult Literecy qualification,

She says she's really anjoyed attanding the sassions
and, as vwal as gaining skills and knowledge, she
has mada new frendsa.

Ly now baliewes you'ne never oo old o leam and
this has added consbdarshly to her quallty of Me &g
sha happily takes on new challanges.

Leaming Champion Award

Working Wondara Lasming Chempion Awanrd  hma
besn presented to Roradd Hightingele, 59, who
works as a volurieer at the Key Profect which i now
basad at Caroline Streat In Yigan. The project offara
praglical help and advioe to rough slespers and
paaple who find thaemeatves homaless. In additlon
1o this work, Ronnia will soon be able o suppod

penice Lsers o gain nationally recognized qualiications,

L "'

Miristar Margarsl Hodgs visits Eary Start with
Wigan Surn Start manager Dominique Wright

Rrnaid Nightingala rersivaa Ba | faming
Champicn award from [an MoCarimay

brush up their Beracy and numesacy skils or gat
started with reading, writing and numbars. The aim
i= to help homsless pecpla have the sama life
chances as othars, enabling tham o re-take their
place in the mainsiraam of sociely
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Opening new doors at
Lowton Community Sports College

Lowton Community Sports College has received its specialist status
from the Department for Education and Skills

Awarded in Soplomber 2003, it ks in recognition of the school's The schools ACL programme s currently developing and
ability and delormination to raise further the guantity and expanding in ey areas, Family Leaming in spo, Reracy and
quality of the opportunities it provides both to young people numeracy will be added to the range of opporbenilies available
and thi wider community. charing SD0G 0@ bad 1o strengthen famdy unity and as a mesult of
iocal community cohesion,

The question of fiww b0 aliract the Wi cofmmunify (hrough The
dooes of @ traditional high school ha: been answensd with the
inlroduction of an adull cormmunity kamng programme delivered in
paarinershep wilh Wigan Local Educatson Authority,

The flexitlity of & programme designed o alirecl, encourage and
suppod adulls back into 8 structheed leaming progranme has
beoughl Immediale resulls for the 2chool, During the Tiesl tan weeks
of its programmme fhe school has hrown open its doors to aimost
100 pdulls kesn 1o explone [he vanely of opportunities available (o
therm,

The InilE programie has been dominabed by eisefe afd haealh
refated activities in a conscious atiempl 1o inlroduce lepmeng in a
non-threatening @ anjoyable manner, The adulls have Dean
mwvolved in a range of acliviles &5 diverse as Noral art and it for Efe
A [ifestyle suppart programme

Directar of Commanity &1 Lowlon Communily Spors College,
Slephen Toole, says, “The Adull Community Learming (ACL)
programme has had a dramalic and immediabe impacl wilhin the
schaad, The number of adults atlending the schoal as a direct resull
of fwx ACL programme has been beyond o expeclabons. The
willingness of (he aduils 1o learn and chalengs previous|y

Pede] waEwS Sasfronseling st education i Deen 3 5oy 10 Dahald,

High qualiy Work prodieced i tha
foral arl cirss

Westleigh High

Creative Crafts at

Watch out Clintons! The 17 members of the ACL Creative Arts
class have been making cards for birthdays and Christmas
alongside gift tags, boxes and much more.

The group hawe shown a eal commitment to leaming a8 new skill. Thair cards am 5o
Empressive that they have been sold at the Friends of Westseigh High car boot sals,
which raisas money for the school, and cards have also been presaniad to Genios
citizans at thedr party.

The leamers acquene skills such as embossing and stamping which gives tham new
ideas, leads io more creativity and increasas their confidenca.  Many of the group now
reaksa thay have the ability to make thesr own personalsed cards for friends and
Tamiy.

Community Devalopment Manager at Wasteigh High, Jayne Kumah, says, "| am
iotally impressed with how professionsl their cards and boxes are. Tha group have
worked really hard and been totally devobed to leaming new skills. Their cards have
sold wery wall an the stall and many staff mambers have bought tham. Lyndsey Ward
has aven progressed inbe commarcial activity, selling her cands on Ebay. Tha leames
feadback we received showed that the group have developed new skills and salf-
confidenca.”
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Successful outcomes
at Hesketh Fletcher

Centre Manager lan Wright describes two
worthy winners

Following my nominatlon, two Heskath Fletcher
students, Kath and Lynn, have bean with a
Community Leaarner award from Wigan and Lalgh
Callage. They each recalved & cup, medal, certificata and
gift wouchar.

The: nedmination read ag fobows:-
| would lie ko mesminale & joint pair of students, Lynn Gregery
and Kath Robinson, They both work in the school and slss have
alher commilments oulgide of schaol. They were inetested in
the rarge of ACL tasler courses thal Heskelh Flesches were
aiffaring.

They iook par In courses on Line Dancing, Making Holly
Wrealhs, Christmas Card Crafl, Campfire Cooking, a St
Valentine's Day feasl including Origami and Postry reaing, and
gaveral others.

Thoy joincd tho Bing Along oourss, tho Conoorl cowss, ond
shiorwed hey could ke pant in & singing group.

Kath and Lynn faliowed the tasiers with 2 Wigan and Leigh
College in the Comunity City and Guilde in Compuling, the
Mew CLAIT cowrse and Kalh i also par way through a Teaching
Asgistant's conrse.

Thia year both are sludying for a European Corguter Deiving
Licence logathar with & Sxilis for Life course o imorove their
PILTAracy.

These are nol yaur high fying students whe find everything
comes easy, They ara hardworking part-lime sludenls who have
a greal desire lo leamn, a determination o succeed, and have
ghewn they can sdapt Lo a range of inlarests.

| &m proud Lo know (hedm and nominate them & 3 joir award.

Cenotaph Project at Hesketh Fletcher
College in the Community

Locsl devaloprments in Atherton have inspired ACL butors o
creade & course thal I'E-ﬂ']' irmvohees the local mnﬁj‘.

The local Cenotaph commities hag been proposing 10 enhance
lhe mwea around the I::arﬂaph. arg the ulors have crealed a

Cenotaph Project course,

Participants are inviled 1o ke & trip down memory lane, Laking
the following Tommat:-

The: Canotaph - new developmants

Wartime supper - a radilional Lancashine meal

Chritmas rmambeced

Sang-a-long

Christmas Crafls - making a gift for a special person.

Thie couwrse has been lailored lo the needs of ihe local
commundy and has been a ree reflechon of their requirements.
Hislorical infoomalion, tradilions and rectilections are &l
combined 1o give an informabive and snjoyable |Barming

BEpErianoe,
Reading Circle

A new course for this year has been the Reading Cirde. To
follow the drive lo anhance Key Skils, 8 course has besn
Cramted B0 encourage reading and litsracy. The finst book 1o be
read wag The Curiows fncident of the Dog in e Night Time by
Mark Haddon, Leamers wene asch loaied & copy of the book 1o
recard 8l home and when the Circle met, tere were discissions
aboul the book, plol and suthar. Overall an imaginative way of

irveiving pecpls in lieracy.

Festive family fun »

Tyldazley Co-Cantre Manager Sua Hanson reporis

on a seasonal success story

Wa adverized the Handmade
Christmas Cardg cowrsa during the
Farmily Learning YWeak promolion,
expeciing 1o get approximatety 10-12
enralmants which would sclede a
parend and child or grandparent and
grandchild.

The response was phenomenal 50 we
el bo pod 2 classes on, Doth of which
mncluded 20 sludents. We amanged
Ihe clasges on Tuesday and
Wadnasday evenings, from 6.30-8.30,
ovel 5wk All The mabekal: ware
provided through ACL funding.

O mim with thia ooerag wad 1o ged
farmdiss involved in @ group achivity,
wihere (hey can come and |eam a new

ard grandparents, who ane fhe man
carers for (heir grasdchiltnen, ooms
by and join e group.

AL the and of sach course we hekl a
competiion between (he 2 Classes
and had an indepandent judos 1o pack
the best card. YW also gave the
chikdran a pﬂﬂ.ﬁiﬂ far winning 14T
et

Our Wior, Harel Foster Whyte,
approached the local MeDanalds Lo
ask if we could display the compsetitosn
winnars in thes restaurant. Ths was a
good  promation  for  Communily
Leaming. We also arganised for the
ipoal prasa to come along and rapart
@ the evenl lor the local communiy
saction of 1he Pewsiape.
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Skill with it children, narac! wilh
other famiies socially, and generaly
have fun in producing kovely carnds
uging varkous lechnigques. e had
childran from ong-parant lamilies

Working Wonders Manager Joyce Hanlon
reports on a super student

Colin is
Working Wonders

Colin is a 28 year ofd single man who didn't particularty anjoy
hés final years at school.

He started work on a Y0P schema repaiing bodywork on
cars and had 8 succassion of manual jobs. By the age of 21
ha had passed his HGW driving test and worked for Formada
O 85 & riggar. During thés time he developed an intarest n
filméng tha races as a holbby but he later left modor racing to
refum fo kery dniving.

Following the provision of § internel-connected computers at
the Leigh centra of ADS, purchased with funding from Adult
and Community Leaming, Working Wonders startad to nm
mformad IT skills sassaons in Leigh. Caolin envclled a5 an
absolube beginner on tha compulter and he also wanted to
improve his literacy skilts.

Al a meating of interested parties the Postar Project was
suggastad.
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Piclured right.
Tusor Mazal Fostar Whyle
willy Faar yoLOG Barmars

This involved Colin's group designing V7 posters for
JobcantrePlus and a poster each for Alcohol and Drugs
Sendicas, Working Wonders, Wigan and Leigh Strest Based
Senacas, Progress 2 Work and Training Network Grouwp.

On completion of the project the Wigan and Leigh Drug Action
Team offered a prize of £100 for the group bo spand on an
educational visit.

Although edght clients emmolled on the project, Colin took
rasponsibility for &8 completicn. He took up the challenga
and engapged compiately with it, despie working nights. His IT
skillz had besn non-axistent before the Project and he can
now, with vary lile halp, produce postars thet are truly
professional in appearancse.

The Poster Project has required Colin to use a range of skills.
Hea has had io contact clients to establish their requirements,
codlats information, plan the owarall work and individual postar
layoads, usa the inteemeat, find Information and designs, sand
amads, wse a digilal camera, download pictures and wse high
leved cosmputer skills.

Hés work has generated interest from other organisations who
have requastad his sarvices. He has produced a poster for
Kids First and has producad a poster  highlighting
homelessmess.

Ciofin has designed an angel kogo for all his postars with tha
goronym HALD {Helping Access Leaming Opporhunibes),
which ha hopas ta copyright.

He raports that the Projact hes given, and conlinues o give
him an enjoyable amd rewarding focus and purposa (o his day,
It & having a wany positive effact on him and be is justifisbdy
proud of his achievemenis and the progress that he has
made. Cofin is truly "Workang Wonders".
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Early Start

Early Start is a Basic Skills Agency family programme for parents
and very young children, delivered by Adult and Community
Learning in partnership with Sure Start.

New skills which the children learn include:

# Talking and writing :
@® Reading ; : e | -
& Shaps, pattern, taxture
#® Moving

Early Start is based in the Sure Start
building in Hindley.

Piciurad right:
Syivia YWilis, a visiting tusor from
SMILE, contribuwles 1o the

Ewrty Siart programma

Learner Vicky Withington has attended a course at the new Sure Start
building in Hindley. Here she tells her story to tutors Sue Williams
and Dionne Blower.

Sure Start success story

e afways Daan Shy and worred abocl JOIneg mew
groups. A friend fakd me abouf Sure Slart and after 8 few
waaks | pluckad Lp (e Courage o wisl e mew burldmg
(Sure Star] in Hinatey: | el vary nervous il was made
fo fesl very waicome, Everyone was very frendly amd |
soan bagan o relax.  The Early Slart baby courss was
ot thal day and Dabbie, & Sure Sten volunfesd, Iook Fhe
to meal Sus and Dioane from Wigan and Laigh Colaoe,
Who were aawing the ACL course, amd olhar mums.
Evaryons waisomead ma and | began 1o nelax,

Tha maxl weak | wenl along fo the Eafly Star course amd

fatt vary hapoy aach woek o4 [ oomploted the rasl of the
coursd, One of the sassions was run by Andrag Ganon,
he Surg Sfart spoech therapist, and by maading har n
he Eanly Start sefling § wonl on o o e Chatlerbox
course af the Sune Star buiding, Sve rang me lo oo the
Fourdation Liferacy and Mumeracy oowse and | am ust
frvahing those 2 coursas How [ am fooking fomard o
QoG 1o a baby sgning oovse mexd and poing o the
Mongoo playgroue. [ leal much mare confiden abou
altanding any Goup # the Swe Stard buliding a5 f'm
farmiliar amd comfonable (han now:

‘icioy erjoys the Earty Stan! baby course
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