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Step

in to
Learning

By Karen Pigott, Strategic Manager for
Exiended Learming

There can be no doubt that Beryl
Colvin and Bernard Murphy had little
conception of how much they would
be missed by so many colleagues.

Between them, they brought to Adult and
Community Leaming an enormous
amount of enthusiasm, experience,
knowledge and perhaps most of all
‘passion’ for their work,

The Service had struggled because it was
underfunded and it took their driving force
to make ACL excellent in Wigen, as
illustrated hy tha outstanding Ofsted
results in 2003.

Bernard and Beryl were always clear that
lhe Service is aboul all of us and Lhe
various commitments and contributions

On course to graduate

Ry David Poyntz

| became interested in Level 2
Egyptology while | was
visiting Egypt in the
1990s. [
An Egyptology course at
Abraham Guesl, run by
John Johnseon, gave me
the opportunity to leamn
more about the subject. |

then

courses

attended several of John's
courses, culminating in the

Fgyplology

Continuing

University.  After
early retirement, | applied
lo lake a full-time 3 year BA

we all make. As a job share, they were a
perfect match as they brought different
skillzs, knowledge and attributes that
balanced each other...our own Rigsby
and Miss Jones!

Rigshy - ever the pessimist even in the
face ol overwhelming evidence lo Llhe
contrary. Right up until the |ast minute
Rigsby was ‘cautiously optimistic’ about
the Ofsted resultl

Miss Jones - always glamorous, always
on the ball with the ability to ask for things
the rest of us daren’t ask forl The ability
to cross boundaries without upsetting
anyone is a real gift which they both
poseessed.

The retirement presentation was very well
attended and Beryl was given a mohile
phone and Bemard received a sat. nav.
We wish them a long, happy and healthy
relirement. |l leels like the end of an era
and we will miss them very much!

course at | iverpoal

Certificate in having attained a 2.1 BA
{Hons) in Egyptian

Archaeology.
attended two When | started at Abraham
Education Guest, | had no idea where
al  Liverpool it would lead. John is now a

taking

courses!

Last summer | graduated,

good friend of mine and |
am back doing one of his

y .
L’ e

Bermard and Beryl [centre) with Shella Gallagher (lef)
i Karon Pigot (g

e IR N,

David iz awarded his BA

Can Cook, Will Cook!

Research has shown that interested parents make a
huge difference to children’s attainment and
achievement in school.

Tu ensure every child fulfils their polential, Lowton High is developing
its Family Leamning programmes fo encourage parents, grandparents,
carers and children to leam together,

The key objective is to involve parents in leaming, in order to improve
the children's and their own skills, whilst providing time for enhancing
family relationships.

Five Incal families have just completed a What's Cooking cnurse at
Lowton during which they received healthy eating advice from Wigan
Council's Food in Schools Development Officer, Amy Dunne.

“| designed the course in such a way as to demonstrate to the families
that it is possible to proparc healthy food quickly and cheaply. Each
week we prepared fifieen meais which cost between £2 and £5 per
head.”

Jean Bingham attended the course with her daughter Nicole. Prior lo
the course, Jean would not allow Nicole into the kitchen when she was
cooking, for fear of an accidenl. She had tried to introduce NMicole to
different foods.

Jean said: "During the course, Nicole has prepared, cooked and eaten
food that she would never have tried at home. | now have the
confidence to allow her to help me in preparing meals for the whole
family.”

The course was free, thanks to funding from Wigan Council's ACL
Service. More courses are planned in this academic year, allowing
families to cook together, as well as dance courses and football and
rugby coaching.

For more information on the courses this term, please contact Stephen
Teole, Director of Community, on 01942 767040 (Option 4).

gt

Anthony Mohammed is the Assistant Head of Service, Adult Learning and Guidance.

Leigh’s new Skills Shop

Here he explains how the Skills Shop can prepare local people for the new job opportunities.

A new Information,
Advice and Guidance
(IAG) Skills Shop has
opened at Leigh Town
Hall.

It aime to find jobs for local
people In two of the Borough's

most exciling new developments
Leigh Sports Vilage and
Bickershaw.

There wil be many job
opportunities that come from
both the Leigh Sports Village and
the new development on the
former Bickershaw Colliery site.

Many of these will be in the
leisure and commercial seclors
and we want to make sure that
local people are best placed to
make the most of these
apportunities, We have a team of
advisors on hand who can tell
people what's on offer and what
steps they need to take to make

the most of these

developments.

new

The Leigh Skills Shop follows the
winning formula of the Wigan
Skills Shop which was set up to
help residents of the Barough get
jobs in the Grand Arcade. Scores
of local people have already

embarked on exciling new
careers with top companies like
Debenhams and TK Maxx thanks
to the Skilis Shop.

We are hoping to repeat this
success in Leigh but you don't
have to live in Leigh to take
advantage of it because it is for

everyone, We have set up shop
in the Town Hall but, eveniually,
we hope to have our very own
premises in Leigh for people to
walk in, meet an advisor and
have a chat

For more Information on the
Leigh Skills Shop call IAG on
01942 404456,
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Here to help

Marsh Green Library
provides everything you'd
expect from a good
community library: a
lending service, reference
facilities, computer access -
and a bit more as well.

From their small office, advisors Jim
Moseley and Lomraine Proffit have
helped hundreds of people from the
local community o lake hose first
steps towards finding work, training
or further education opportunities.
Jim and Lofraine are members of
Wigan Council's Information, Advice
and Guidance (IAG) leam.

Jim's 30-year ecngincering carcer
ended in redundancy and, thanks to
the right advice and training, he found
a new path and now helps others in a

similar sifuation. He's ane of the small
team of Adult Advisors based al the
library,

"IWs a relaxed atmosphere and
peaple can walk in off the straat o
receive fres help and advice. Some
need help to improve their confidence
or to brush up on reading, writing and
maths. Others may need o be
pointed in the right direction.” says
Jirm.

The advisors provide information on
smiall, cormmunity-beased lasler
sessions designed to improve social
skills and confidence, through to
turther education and college courses
leading to qualifications

They can help with CVs and
resources are available, such as
computers and the intemet, to look

for jobs and courses.

Lorraine works with people who have
mental health issues or a leaming
disabliity. "We help people with thelr
self-confidence and salf-esteam and
break down some of the barriers and
stigma surrounding these issues,”
says Lorraine. “It may not be about
finding work bul aboul providing e
help they need to make the changes
to their life.”

Whatever people need, all they have
lv do is walk through lhe door al
Marsh Green Library. The team is
there to help.

Ine office at Marsh Green Library is
opan Monday and Tuasday 9 30-4 30
Friday 9.30-4.00. Closed for lunch
1.00-1.30

Lorraine and Jim at Marsh Groon

For muore information plesse call Jim
Moseley or Lomaine Proffitt on 01942
221881

Wigan Council's Information and
Guidance Service currenily wurks with
more than 3,000 people each year in the
Borough.

IAG also runs services at the folfowing
locations: Ince Library; Connexions
Wigan, Leigh 3V Skills Shop. For your
nearest venue ring 01942 776793

Culture class New ACL Centre

By Leamers from Working
Waonders

Recently, a small group
of Working Wonders
Literacy learners, who
meet at Bedford High
School, paid a visit to
the Whitworth Art

Gallery.

Having done some work on the
British abolition of the slave
trade, we went to sees the
exhibition called Trade and
Empire, Remembering Slavery.
We were shown mund the
exhibition by Andrew Vaughan,
the Leamning and Interpretation
Manager (right of picture). He
explained the background o the
exhibits and made the whole
thing come alive.

We were particularly struck by

the palitical cartoons by Hogarth
and the Interesting textlies.

After lunch, we went to
Manchester University Museum
in which we all found something
of interesl. The Egyplian section
was fascinaling, as were the
birds and animals.

The trip would not have haan
possible without the Working
Wonders minibus and driver.
Thank you - the great day out

was enjoyed by all.

Janet wins jackpot

Last September, over 400
adults attended the enrolment
avaning for Lowton High
School's adult education

programme.

Every adult that attendod was asked
fo complete a short questionnaire
with the chance of winning a £30
|ackpot.

It was won by Janat Burkhill who had
anrllard an an intraductnny ten week
course in fioral art. She eaid: “I've
naver won anything before, | cant
believe ! The course has been
fantastc and the prize is just the
lcing on the cake.”

The guestonnaire was designed to
pain a greater understanding of:

* What molivates adults to anrol
upen adull education courses.

* Why people had decided to enrgl
upon @ course al Lowlon High
Schoo!,

= The effectiveness of the school's

In addition to the Adult Skills
for Life Development and

Assessment Centre,
managed by Working
Wonders, Bedford High

School has become an ACL
Centre in its own right.

Centre Manager, Pauline Birchall, said:
| am delighted we have become an
ACL Centre as it will enable us o
provide a wider variely ol courses, such
as Introduction to Card Making and
Introduction to Pilates.”

MNew courses have been planned for the
start of this term including: Computers for
Beginners, Infroduction fo the Imemet,
Family Tree Research and Introduction
to Holistic Therapy. The Centre no longer
provides Leamndirect courses.

Fotential new learmers are welcome to
vigit the Centre to view the excellent
facilities. We aim lo provide a relaxed,
informal and friendly leaming

experience and Pauline can be
contacled on 01942 760264.

Computers for all

marketing.

* The level of demand for a varied
manu of additional support sarvices
reiating to fraining and finding
rmpinymant

*The types of coursa thal people
would like to see made availabla at
the school in the future.

I you would ke o discover whal
courses are available at the school
this term please contact Staphen
Toola, Dimmctor of Community on
01942 77040 (Oplion 4)

Tyldesley Community Education
Centre offers a beginners’ course
with excellent progression routes to
a fully recognised IT qualification al
Level 2.

This course is designed o progress o tha
ECDL (European Computer Driving Licence).
The aim is to teach new ekille, improve
confidence, work lowards a qualification and
improve chances of gaining enployment o

promotion.

Funding from Wigan Council's ACL provision
allows us to offer the 10 week Introduction to
Computers courses for new leamers and/or
heginnars

We con then offer o further 10 wecks due lo
grant funding from Douglas Valley
Communily Lid. This enables lesmers o
progress on 10 the Next Step/intermediale
Computer course, available in the daytime or
evening.

On conpletion of Uds furlber block of 10
weeks, progression can be made on 0 me
ECOL, a qualitication sought by many
employers as it covers all the applications on
Microsoft Office.

The Centre pmvides a wam, friendly
lsarmning anvironmant, convaeniant for local
transport, and has the advantage of plonty of
free parking in the sumounding area. We
currenily have wo compuler suiles with up o
date faciiities, Including laptops, projectors
and interactive smart boards.

Anyone interested in these courses can
contact the Centre on 01942 797951,

LEARNING and GUIDANCE
CENTRES

Central Offices

Anthony Mohammed,

Lynne Davison

01942 828912
d.clayton@wiganmbc.gov.uk
01942 776793
kK.hurst@wiganmbe.gov.uk

Bedford High School
Pauline Birchall
01942 760264

pauline birchall@admin bedford wigan_sch.uk

Family Literacy,
Language and Numeracy
Justine Silcock

01942 828908
|.slicock@wigan.gov.uk

Lowton High School
Stephen Toole
01942 767040

s.toocle@lowtonhs.wigan.sch.uk

Orrell Community Education Centre
Sue Stockley, Keith Massey

01942 511987
419ss@abrahamguest.wigan.sch.uk

Shevington High School
Barry Cross and Wendy Dickinson
01257 400990

b.cross@shevingtonhigh.org.uk

Tyldesley Community
Education Centre
Sue Hanson

01942 797951
tcecs000@yahoo.co.uk

Westleigh High School
Paul Andrews

01942 202580
pandrews@westieigh.mplc.co.uk

Wigan and Leigh College
01942 760218

Gill Mitchell
g.mitchell@wigan-leigh.ac.uk

Working Wonders (Education) Ltd
Joyce Hanlon
01942 498600

joyce@hanlon.co.uk
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Sure Start stories

Jane Mulgueeney
Jane first joined Sue and Dionne, Family
Learning Titars, on a Foundation Literacy

Lindsey Lord

Lindsey first came on a Language and Play
course at Hindley Children’s Gentre, with her
eldest son Moah, where they enjoyed

By tutor, Ann Hirst

Two groupe of Working

Visiting The Pnory

e Nu."maq mum;;};z' the_Suru Sl'ful' leaming and playing together. The following Wonders learners, who
house. in Sggtember - This was with lerm, she moved onlu lhe Foundalion meet at Bedford ngh
b okect CHc, . Literacy and Numeracy course with Noah,
which extended his learning. School, have visited
The course fostered a keen interest in how Norton F'ri-:-r]r near
children learn and develop through play. LIndsey aiso joined the Early Stan course Runcorn
She subsequently enrolled on a degree in with her second son Cole, followed by the .
Humanities with English Language. Wnen -2nguage and Play course. She says these = e
her second. chid, Rebecoa. was bom ehe courses have given her ideas about how Jane and Kate The sun shone and everyone vyears of history, was brilliantly

attended the very first Early Start course, for
paranta/carars of hahies fmm 0-12 months,
at the then new Hindley Children's Centre.

Currently, Jane is attending Family Literacy
in school with Rebecca and Early Start with
her third daughter, Kate. She hopes lo
graduate shorlly and become a teacher.

children develop and leam.

The free gifts, given at the end of each
session, have helped 1o continue Lhe
leaming at home. She now provides varied
activities for the children at home and finds
that they share much better and can
concentrate for longer periods,

Lindsey has also noticed how her children's

found different things to enjoy at
the site. Some enjoyed looking
round the ruined abbey, trying to
piece together what it must have
looked like centuries ago. Others
found the restored walled garden,
full of fruit, vegetables and
flowers, a fascinating spot to

presented and was, for one leamer,
the first museum they had ever
visited.

Everyone agreed lhal the whole
site, situated beside the
Bridgewater Canal, was wonderfully
peaceful Conversation an the way
home, in the Working Wonders

She says the courses have been a posilive personaliies have developed. Sue and explore, minibus, ranged from discussion
experience personally and professionally Dionne think she enjoyed the course so . about the history of the site, to
and have given her children a very good  much she was inspired to have a third baby. Ihe indoor exhibition space, swapping recipes for the damsons

Hayden. Lindsey agreed but said no more! Lindsey and Hayden which explained nearly 1000 purchased in the garden.

Shevington’s
successful
students

Shevington Adult Education Cemtre has
produced hundrads of successful students
and Jean Muldoon's story is typical.

slart in life.

Ready Steady Westlelgh'

Westleigh High School ACL Team decided
it was about time all the ACL tutors and
staff had a Christmas meal together.

ACL claggee tand only to be 2 hours long go it is not
often thal wiors meel each up with each other,

Woesticigh ACL administrator, Jackic Latu, worked
extremely hard benind the scenes to organise a full 3
course Christmas meal for all the tutors in the new
Wastleigh Community Centra.

Following early retirement, Jean enrolled on
various courses at Shevington during the day
and evening. After attending a basic computer
course for ten weeks, she progressed to IT
Key Skills Level 1 and achicved a high pass.

Westleigh High School's catering company, Ready
Steady Westleigh, made up of pupils at the schoal,
set up the room and prepared and served all the food

g g Jean also enjoys painting and drawing for
which was delicious!

pleasure with tutor Tina Martin. She has
leamed how to use various techniques and
mediums and has produced a variety of
artwork during her two ocademic years
alterding the centre,

Anerwards, there was a friendly team quiz which
became a vary competitive affairl The meal was a
great opportunity for all the ACL tuters to network
and to be thanked for all their hard work.

Information, Advice and Guidance

The Information, Advice and Guidance Service is free and, with five different projects on the
go, there’s sure fo be something for everyone. This includes CVs, help with forms, careers
advice etc.
Here's what's on offer:
+ Next Step - this is aimed at anyone in the Borough aged 20 or over who wants job
training, advice and guidance.
» Skills Coaching - again for the 20s and over but more intensive. Advisors help people
look deeper into their own skills and ambitions and how they can be achieved.
« Sure Start Tyldesley/Shakerley - advice and guidance on jobs, training and further
education for parents and guardians of children living in these two areas.
e Community Mental Health — a range of services targeting people with mental health
issues or learning disabilities.
« Skills Shop - this hugely successful project offers advice and guidance for local
people wanting to enter the world of retailing and sales.

Spanish courses are back at the
N M Shevington Centra

ACL staff enjoy a first class rnnal

Westleigh students prepared
and sarved the meal

Virtual Learning Environment

Over the past year, Wigan Local
Authority has developed a
Virtual Learning Environment
(VLE).

This is a website which displays all the
Borough Providers and their conlact
details as well as the courses they
offer. The VLE also allows tutors and
curriculum team leaders to access
information and  documentation
relevant to their jobs. The main
advantages of the VLE are that it can
act as:

- An online lesson where notes/course
details can be accessed.

- An area where ACL Management,
curriculum team leaders and the
e-leaming champion can disseminate
information.

Anyone is able to access tha VLE by typing
In www . wigancommunitylearning.com
whereupon a home page wil be
displayed.

If anyone needs any further
information/training or wishes to place notes
on the VLE, please contact Sue Stockley on
419ss@abrahamguest.wigan.sch.uk

- A marketing/advertising tool for all

For more Information about what IAG can offer you, call 01942 776793. courses throughout the Borough.
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Our theatre trip

By Elaine Hilton-Waite, Literacy Class
member

The Werking Wonders’
Literacy Class, which meets at
Fourways on Tuesday
evenings, organised a visit to
the theatre.

| have nol been o the thealra for a long
time and did not have any expectations
The Octagon was more compact than |
expacted and there wasn’t a bad seat in
the house.

The performance was brilliantly executed,
giving a very strong life message in a
humorous way. The topics they coverad
included our overcareful use of politically

comect language. | looked around the
audience when they used words intended
to shock. To my amazement, no one
Innked hothered

The actors were multicultural and very
talented, playing lots of different musical
instrumente The only props they had on
the tiny slage were about eight cardboard
boxes, a gantry that displayed the
company’s name, a football and some very
large replicas of men's sexual organs|
The whole play was wntten in rhyme and
was really wilty.

| will mow go and sce other plays at the
Octagon. | he parking was easy and close
to the theatre and you could also get a
concession on parking when visiting the
theatre. The atmosphere was warm and

inviting and you could have something to
eal in the café and a drink from the bar,
prior to the performance.,

| really enjoyed my visit and could nol slop
talking about it It was a very good night
out and | can’t walt for the next timef

Skills for Life tutor Kath Paterson with learners.

Tyldesley Community
Education Centre has
successfully offered, over the
last 6 years, Skills for Life
courses in both Literacy and
Numeracy from Entry Level to
Level 2.

The ecourses are offered, through  various
classroom sessions, In the moming, aftemoon
or evening. We wealcoma studants of all levels

and offer extra help with support from
the inclusive [eaming officers for
disabled students.

The sessions are informal and friendly,
helping ta bulld up our leamers'
confidence and make leamning easier.
The sessions arc offered through our
partnership with Wigan and Leigh
College.

We also offer Skills for Life courses
through cur Learndirect provision which
is run with Abraham Guest High School.
Leamndirect is flexible online learning
allowing students to learn at home, in the
cenire or wherever there is an internel
connection. Theza resources are offarad
free.

With the introduction of the initial

assessment in all osur ACL funded
courses, there has been an Incraase In
the number of leamers. People who
have sat the assassmant have realisad
they need to improve or update their
numecracy and literacy skills. These
leamers have been offered courses or
Nexible online leaming,

Due to the amount of students accessing
our resources, we successiully applied
to OCR and we are now an accredited
centre in Skills for Life.

This means our students siudying on a
Leamdirect programme are able to sit
their exams online in the centre. We
also offer, for a small fee, exam facilities
for sludents sludying on Skills for Life
programmee outside the centre,

Step in to
Learning

Step candldates who attended the course at Ince.

By Dorean Ellison

Step in to Learning is an award-winning project in
Wigan and is an excellent example of partnership
working.

Delivered by Doreen Ellison from Adult and Community Leaming and
Ann Boothroyd from Wigen and Leigh College, the project is financed by
Sure Start and Extended Schools.

The one day course is open fo all, paid or voluntary, who work with
children or families. Candidates are trained to recognise and signpost
either parente, carers, colleagues or themselves, who may wish to
improve their maths and English skills, In order 1o better support their
children ar tn improve their own life chances

In the lasl year, over 100 colleagues or themselives, who from children’s
centres, schools, the health service and other projects have complated
Slep aining, with many of e going on W achieve accreditation in
supporting adults as well a5 gaining qualifications in maths and English if
neecded.

Most importantly, they are now out in the community talking to people
who would like to improve their own skills, giving up fto date contact
details for those who could be helped.

More courses are being run this term and anyone who would like
further information should contact Doreen on 01942 828910.

Language and Play

Family Learning tutors are delivering a Language
and Play course for parents and children at
Westfield Children's Centre in Pemberton

Ihese are some comments from the leamers:

Joyee Gillespie attends one of Working Wonders' Literacy classes which are run at The Conference Contre af Bedford High

house for Christmas lunch.

When | was seven, we were all invited te my aunt's

School, With the encouragement of her tutor, Joyce wrote this sfory, clearly illustrating how Kife has changed in the last 60 years,

Childhood memories

By Joyee Gillespis, Literacy Class member

pgetting batter, bul | was not allowed any visitors.

Grandad used to comao to the hospital every Saturday and look
ot me through the window. No ong tried to stop him. It could
have been hie height of eix foot two inchee. It could have been

Liga eaid: “We both get something out of it. Michael (pictured) has
interacted with other children of different ages and loves coming to
play with the toys. Mos! useful are (ne handouls of 50ngs and games
o do. I've shown my mum mine and Mike's work. | am mare
confident about my parenting ekille. | can ghare time with Mike now

and enjoy reading with him,"

Rebecca, another learner, said: "Leah is more confident now.®

Lorraine added: "This course has been a learning process for me
and my daughler N}TSSH. | came for Alyssa 1o be able 1o soclalise
and mix with other children of her own age. She has really enjoyed

the piay and the singing together.”

Sam said: "Since coming on the course, Kimberey seems 1o be
saying a few more things clearer. We enjoy singing and Kimberley

seems lo like socialising.”

.
Kimberiey, Leah and mum
Rebecca and Alyssa

Two hours |ater, we all went 1o our house. [t was mum and dad's
tum to provide the tea. At 8.30 it was decided that our visitors
would stay overnighl. it must have been about ten o'clock, on
that Cnnstmas night of 1543, when | went to sieep.

| winke up tn hear the . "Michasl, Row the Baat Ashare' nn
the: radio hut it wasnt Baxing Day 1943; it was the third week in
February 1944

| had diphtheria and | had been unconsclous for ecight woeks.
On Boxing Day, mum had not been able o wake me up,
recognised the emell of diphtheria and sant for an ambulance.

| was taken 10 the Isolation hospital, with the bell Ainging ail the
way. | must have subconsciously tered the sound because,
io this day, the sound of an alarm bell affects me. || guarantees
Uil | czam meswer uvershosp.

| was not allowed any visitors, Mum had to go 1o the Town Hall
gvery day to look at the hospital lists to see if | was still on the
Danger List. When my name did not appear, Mum knew | was

the half dozen egge he handed in without fail. | do remember
having a bolled egg with my name on it, twice a week

One night, the sirens went whiist | was stil In Isolation. Through
the windows | could see the searchlights swinging across the
shy wrnd lnear guies going ofl and bomibes doopping.

When | graduated io the main ward, | had to learn to walk again.
Before | could go home | had to prove that | could walk properly.
| had to walk up io and twice amund, the giant weeping willow
tree in the gandens

One day. when | was allowed to walk by myself. | took Sexton
Blake with me and sat under the tree reading, losing all track of
time. Eventually, a nurse found me. Apparently they had been
looking everywhera for me for an hour!

The doctor gave me the All Clear and | left hospital on 21st
March 1944, the first day of spring, twelve weeks after | had
enterad il

Joyce submitted her story to Skillswise 'Your Storfes’. She
was awarded a prize and it was subsequently published on
the Skillwise website.
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