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Preface

It is twelve years since the first edition of the Wigan Town
Centre trail was published and proved to be a ‘bestseller’. A
reprint was needed, but, in addition, during the last twelve
years several places in the town centre have been
transformed making a second, revised edition a necessity.

In the 1980’s these transformations stemmed from the Town
Centre Local Plan and were brought about by a number of
major public and public/private partnership development
schemes. These included the eastern section of the inner
ring road, a new bus station and a multi-storey car park. A
new Market Hall and open market form an integral part of
the Galleries shopping scheme. Added to these, there have
been considerable enhancements involving cleaning,
painting and repair of buildings and improvements for
pedestrians. In the mid 1990’s Wigan MBC was successful
in bidding for funds from the Government known as City
Challenge and also from the European Union and English
Heritage in its Conservation Area Partnership  Scheme.
Although City Challenge funding has now come to an end,
this edition of the trail celebrates some of the successful
environmental and building projects which have been
particularly important in bringing about the occupation and
repair of long term vacant and often semi-derelict buildings.

For some residents and visitors the changes made in the
1980’s and 1990’s will have seemed radical, but the trail
demonstrates that the recent changes in fact form part of the
historic process of change and continuity experienced in
Wigan Town Centre since Roman times. A great deal of
Wigan’s historic character remains to be enjoyed and recent
developments have enhanced that character. New
initiatives, guided by a ‘Centreplan’ setting out a strategy
for the town centre, will ensure that this process of
regeneration continues.


