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Our visit to
Downing

Street

Following a PPG Industries and Working Wonders Learners' Award
ceremony, Government Minister lan McCartney invited the organisers
to lunch at the House of Commons. The visit was followed by a
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surprise tour of No 10!

The award ceremony had laken place at
the company's premises In Wigan 1o
celebrale the partnership between PPG,
Wigan Council's Adull and Community
Learning (ACL) and Working Wonders.
PPG has an on-site Leaming Room whese
groups of employees are offered Skills for
Life couwrses deliverad by Working
Wonders and funded by ACL.

The success of the partnership was
praised by lan MeCartney who also

Somme of B eamers involeed in he coirss.

acknowledged ACL and Werking Wonders'
other projects for adults in Wigan, Theass
include free lileracy, numeracy and
English for Speakers of Other Languages
courses 8t commamity venues acroas the
Borough.

Note:- For contact defails for all Wigan
Council’s ACL cenfres, please see

page 2.

fram Family Laaming,
Wigan and Leigh Collage.

This is & programme desigred Lo rese awaneness of basic skils
| nesds, sa thel people working wilh parents and children an &
voluntary or paid eapacily, would know haw bo help those famias.

lan McCariney with Warking Wandars
Manager Jayon Hanfon

PPG Training Manager Sika Lyoe-Frasor
and PPG Laamer Feps Sandm Dariels
and Jim Talbot

Wigan Council's Adult and Community Learning and Wigan and Leigh College have collaborated
~ with Sure Start at Hindley to pilot a Step in to Learning course.

whom ang shown in Me piclure. The feedback was very posilive, with
la@mens reporting thal they fsil more able 1o deniify basic skills neads
and signpos! leamans. Six of the leamers are currenlly seaieng CACHE
accreditation for ihe course.

. The piial programme, funded by ACL, was held in May al the Sure
Slart Buiding. It was delivered by Doreen Elsan and Justing Sicock
and Ann Boathreyd,

Anather programme |5 planned for Seplember ol Hindiey and then, with
the help of Sure Slard Workforce Team, IL s hoped [0 exlend the
programme b olher Suns Siar Chidren's Cenlres,

8 Skils for Life fubor at

Eighl learmers, all invaled with Swre Stan Hindley, ook par, some of
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Learning for parents
and children

By Louise Cooke

Learning leads
to employment

By Tracey Cawiay

WIGAN ACL CENTRES

ACL Central Office

Barmard Murphy, Beryl Colvin,
ACL Managers

01042 828912
d_clayton@wiganmbe.gaov.uk

| attended the Foundation Literacy and Mumeracy
courses when my daughter Jessica was at Douglas Valley
| enroled on the Foundation Literacy and Mumeracy  Nursery.

course when my second child started nursery.
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Orrell Community Education Centre
Sue Stocklay, Keith Massay

01842 511087
419ss@abrahamguest wigan sch.uk

My son Bien was then only 10 weeks old
and was looked aftar in the cracha, |
found the cowrses very enjoyabla and
informative and made many fiands. Wa
all decided fo continue onto tha Ky Slaga
1 coursas in English, Maths and Scianca
50 that wa would be wed prapared (o halp
our childnan onca they stared school

| hed baan vary busy whan my first child was young and wantad fo join in
with awarything | could with my second child. | helped out in the nursary at
every opporunity. Aftar finishing the Foundation Litaracy and Mumeracy
cowsas | went on io do the Kay Stags 1 English and Maths.

; Deanery CE High School
Loume wih Jessica and Ber

Debbie Eidsforth

Janine Lister

01942 T68801x 252

saidsforthd @deanany. wigan.sch_uk

Whean my second child stared school | moved on
to hefping 0wt in schood, making the toast in the
momirgs. This led to becoming a dinnar lady. My
okdar child was not very happy with this, so after
speaking o the headieacher, | was offerad A
post helping & spacial needs child for § hours a
waelk. | then moved on o being & classroom
assistant for 17 hows 8 weak working with 1
and ¥2 childran.

The last session of tha science course was a workshap for the parents and
children which was very enjoyable - avan Ban joined inl Tutor Sua Willlams
mada tha sassions wary refaxed and informative and | have remained in
it with of tha who attendad

2 sriaeb g Hesketh Fletcher CE High School
Patsy Hodson, lan Wright, Josie Carter
01842 BR2425
mwrightifhaskathflelcher. wigan.sch.uk

Whan Sue told ma abut the Early Stanl course thal was going to stard in tha
Sura Start Bulding in Hindley, | was very kean o faks par so that | could
concantrate on finding oul more to belp my son Ben. This course was
espacialy enjoyable and Sue and Dionne gave us lots of information In &
vary slimulating salfng, Wa also had leaflets bo take home and read and &
gift which refabad o each session so thal we could conlinws the play and
learming project at homa.

I am wary kean to halp my chidran in avary possible way and am now
looking for more coursas fo atiand. Tha knowiadge that | have gained has

I sthended curiculum and behaviowal courses
whilst doing thes job and workad mainly with the
spacial neads children. | feel thai these
axpariences havwe mede me B much mare
confident person, | falt that | wes begirning fo lose confidence as a mum at
home with young childran, Atbanding courses and siarting & new cameer
warking in school has helped ma to gain in confidence and lead 8 moms

Tracay halps childran

with special nepds Lowton High School

Staphen Toola
01942 TET040
s loole@iowtonhs. wigan. sch.uk

fulfilled Kifa. mada ma much more confident about hedping Jassica at school and | am
atways ready o belp &t any school function, Shevi High School
Barry Croft
] 01257 400890
student’s story TR
Tyldesley Comm Education Centre
By Lisa Pasr Sue Hanson

01842 797851

Many of us will suffer with stress at some stage in our tcacs000@yahoo.co.uk

lives but so often it is left untreated.

Thare are many ways | can affect our physical bodies bul we ara nol
aiways aware of the problems i can causs,

How ofien have you awoken wih a stif neck and how many times have
you had & headache (hal no painkiller con rakave? This was 8 conlinuousg
prablam i nmy e | blamed the sill neck on & bad nighls slsep and tha
Feadaches on my poor ceal and loud children, | never associaled them
wilh alrags.

Due ko my sleap disorder narcolepsy,
| have naver been able o enol on a

oourse of my choeoe through Tear of
having a sheep altack. As ks course
is only for @ hours per waak, | have
been able bo slick virually o a
moerral routing, withoud fhis probilem
affecting ma. | no longer sufer with
fha aches and pains and il Seals like
a waighl hias bean (ifled off my
shoulders and | hinse fimally taken my
firsi sbops in the deechon | wish
my lifi b go

Wigan and Leigh Collage
01942 760218

Bermadette George

b gecrged@wigan-eigh.ac.uk
Janica Wilson

| wilsoni@wigan-laigh.ac.uk

Waestleigh High School

Last Seplember | saw a posier In (he shops aboul an Opan Day al fha

local communily centra, | decided te go along and see whal || was all Lina Fam

ahoul. The Leamer Suppor Co-ordinabor, Jo Mariiand, infrocuced me [0
@ range of courses for aduls, on offer at the cenlre.

Ag | am onginally from Milion Keynes and new 10 The anaa | thought this
winld be 8 good oppafunity o mesl people, &l the same lime Lake up
pne of Mese coursas. | was thrikad when Jo menboned an intoductory
course |n Complemantary Therapies, as il is somelhing | had abways
been interested in and Jo spoke so highly of the skiled fulor, She
Bncolaged ME 1o come along Lo tha ned session.

The lulorfiberapist, Chrisline Abrahams, has & mone sprilual approach o
Pt tgachings, During the course | lagrmed how bo ghve and reseive Indian
Head Massage (beneficial for those stilf necks). | samed how to meditate
and how 1o Use orysles, colour and essanial ol Iherapy o ensure a
mpre calm approach 1o Be. We even had an anpel thesapy wokshop,
which wag & real 8ye opanar for me,

I am amazed al the benefts this course has brought fo my life, Befone
mening bo Wigan, & year &go, | had no direction in my Be and had ghen
up any hope of a salishing canaer,

A firsl | was urdar the impression Sal this course was a Smple lesher
oourse and il would give me something 1o do wih my day. Howevar, the
enthusiasm and confidenca | have gained has given me the inspirafion fo
achiswa a Laved 1 Redd Healing carlificate thal | have studed under
Christine’s guidanod. || has enabled me o also achieve my goal af
hadpirg olher pecole in a natual way using my Raiki,

| wal be confinuing my sludies in complemenlary fharapy bul also fhis
nire approach 1o my life has given me the confidancs o brush up on my
fteracy and numeracy skils, 50 | will be enrolling on & Skills for Le
oourse shorthy

Footnote:- Lisa has undertaksn Unit 1 of a City and Guilds
Carifficate in Adult Learmar to becama a Leamning Champien
for her community. This means she will be promoting coursas to
peaple in hor area, She will be able to draw on her own experiences
to holp break down the barriers which prevent pecpls from returning
to lsarning, by telling her own story

Paul Andrews
01942 20:2580
jkumah@wesilaigh.mpic.co.uk

Working Wondears (Education) Ltd
Joyca Hanlon

01842 224495
j.hanlon@workingwondars.arg.uk

Family Literacy, Language & Numeracy

Justing Silcock
01942 761732
|.silcock@wiganmbe.gov. uk
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Since the new Adult Community Learning programme began in
October 2004, Lowton Community Sports College has organised 19
tourses which in turn have attracted over 300 learners

Tha courses have included shorl taster
classes and year long programmes In
subject areas as diverse as; Floral art, Digial
photography, Spanish and Indian head
massaga.

"Tha Adult Community Learning (ACL)
programme has had a dramatic and
mmediate impact within the school. The
nuembar of adulis attending the school as a
diract result of the ACL programme has bean
beyond all axpeciations, fo the point whera
we wara able o meel our pardformance
targets within the first 10 wesaks. The
willingness of the adults o learm and
challenga previously hald views surmounding
thaeir education, has baen a joy 1o batold,"
raports  Stephan Tools, Directar of
Community at Lowton Community Sports
Collega,

With sights femly set on extending and
anriching its adult education programma, tha

Wostleigh High Community Developmant Ma

at Lowton

Community Sporis College s pleased to
announce two significant developments that
will come an line in September 2005, A new
Adult Education Centre will be opening,
equipped with the latest technology that =
gure fo become the focel poent for ita future
programmas,

The Commuinity Sports College will &lso be
modifying s sporis hell o create &
community reception and changing area for
digabled people, that complies with the
standards prescribed within the Disabikty
Discrimination Act, This progect, costing over
£14,000, has been successfully funded
through the parinership with Wigan Councia
ACL Berace,

Amyone wishing to receive details of
the next Adult Education Programmea
al Lowton please see the Contact list
on page 2.
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Successful first year

Paul Andrews reports on a course which unloc
keyboard confusion.

Keys to
success

Whan T2 year old David Clark received a computer
as a Christmas presant from his children, there was
only one problem - he didn't have a clue how to use
itl

The keys ssemed confusing and ehough his chidren tred thelr
begt to teach him,
e anded wo moee
confused than ever.

David decided o
enrol on the ACL
Compuiers  Made
Easy coursa af
Wastlalgh  High
School.  He found
the whola course
extramely  wseful
end becauss of his
rapkd progress, he
was soan ennalling
on the e lavel.

He now uses Diavid i now 8 compuler wirard!

sheals for all
uﬁmIMEm and has enrolied an I]'r.E;II NWIT COLTES
which ha s wall on the wey o pass ing
It's amazing H}mlrﬂMEyﬂrmﬂnﬂmﬂ hadn't & clue and now
hs I3 & compiiter wizand|
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Manager Sue Hanson paints a picture of one of the courses

Praise for Portrait Painting

As part of our ACL provision this year we decided io
run a beginners Portralt Painting course and then
progress to an advanced portralt painting course.

o decided o nm both courses ower 2 % 10 week blocks, as this would
give the leamers a very good insight info the subfact and what could be
achioved,

'l\'a-adum‘haadﬂ‘mmmhm*ﬂubmlmmdmpmhn
around the col It was & free, 10 week courss, infroducing budding
imhhwﬂmdmpihﬂng. A hation and malesials used
an the courss would be providad free of charpa,

There was an oxcalleni response and when we calculsded owr

numbers wo decided fo nm 2 beginner groups. Maonday momings

W.Dﬂbzﬁmwhhndanﬂwmﬂmbﬂ-ﬂ[mm Cin tha Monday

hm;H& baxginners group we had 14 loamaers and in the afemean we
MBS,

Wmﬁur;ﬂmz?mmafhﬁnHm.mhthn
lun:h} cvar 2{) years at Wigan and Leigh and marny

ucatiorall establshments throughout the Narh She is
ako 8 publishod weites, who is dup fo hawe her second book publishad
In Aumarica this summar

She bagan teaching e learmers a Tew simple iechmiques - how fo lay
out a porirall, where fo start ofc. She then had $hem drawing faces
using pencits. and leaming aboud cormect proporfioning; placing of
pecola's features, technigues in dewing ayes and noses,

The leamars began by carridge paper which enabled them o
practise and impowa their skils before progressing onto canvases or

Daier boards.
s tha 10 woaks fhoy womne asked to pick a that
ey would like 0 paind. Cufe 8 fow picked thelr pels, a thair

grandchidmn and the others picked themseiwes ar parinars.

They began by sketching the thery had chosan onio the canves.
H they didn'l EEB ceriain nrauu:dg&lavm found sameathing sha ht
might be improved, than slight sdjustmeants were completed in at
iz siaga,

The leamers prograssed mio paln@ing with whetewar medium they
decided on. The chose wabarcolours B some wha had baen
taught ol painting in the past, chass o paint in ols.

Al thi laarnien wha had complated the 10 waak PEre’ COLFEE Wers
wary proud of ther paintings and wera wvery anthustastic sbout starling
M next 10 weeks advanced poriralt painting course.

On the advenced course we Bgain had 2 groups. They all werled o
leam about portralt painting In much mone datell.  Chesting want inlo
dateding technlgues end axplainad 1o the leamers about different light
effects an the poriraks, siso aboul shading ard difinitian using cofours,

Tha porireis were raally good, u:mldamu of them hag never iried
o paint ona bafore, faadback from mmhmwaammgm
mey couldn't prafse the tutor or the course Bnouyg

Commeants Inchudad:-
;:rmmmmmbamhmmmnmmhmmmhm#
'Tn-ﬂaanmrarlrmmﬁmﬂmwm 2 courses has halped my
confidence no and and | feal | wouwld B o continus (n this subject®.

Wuahad rum an Ol Pairting course last yaar through ACL funding, which
onlo 8 Level 1 vocatonsl coursa, This hes jusi boan
mnﬂg‘aﬂuﬂht&mﬂma resuits and will now be peogrezsing ondo &

WWa heave looked at our course porfolio for Saptembear enrcfment and
decided Shat wa could run 8 Leved 1 NCFE course  we had anough
imderaal In i

Wa already heve 19 namas an the |2 so this looke ke Pornal Painting
could ba foflowing the succesa of thea Oll Painting course ksl year,
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Good news for aspiring
Teaching Assistants

Family Learning, supporied by Wigan Council's Adult and Community Learning Service and Wigan and Leigh
College's College in the Community, have collaborated and developed a programme for people wishing to explore

the role of the Teaching Assistant.

The couse has bean carefully designed 0 gve te leamers
information abowd the e and o stad equipping them wih the
naceszany ibermcy and numaeracy skils, The only qualification meeded
o i:lrihtil course 5 a desim o become iyolved in childmn's
o

Sinon s launch in October 2003 about 300 leamems throughcoat he
Wigan Borough have joined this pogramme. Mosi of thess bave
gained Adult Litemoy and Mumemoy qualifications and many Fave
sacumd work in schools andior have pogressed (o0 Leval 2 courses
or MYds for Taaching Assistants. The coumse has also provided a

schools, for parents’carers on Femiy Progremmas. On one ol the
programmes hald this year st y Community Education Cantre,
futce Pam Rimmer repons that 14 joined her course end all echieved &
IHeracy qualification at Leve! 1 or 2 Folioeing thalr succass, 11 leamars
wenl on o complate the numeracy part of the cowse end are curenthy
waiting for thelr mashe results.

Since siering the cowrsa, one of tha leamers, Jane Muford, has
wiriad remlaﬂll._laau & supply Teachirg Assistant. Ancther, Llsa
‘Woodeock, now has a jab working In & baloredafter school ciub and is
Fhielping o rum & holiday club, Bosh of thesa students say that they would

NEWS

misdh needed progression rowte infa woluntary or paid amploymant in

Teaching Assistants Course
Tutor Judith Lawson provides learners’ comments from some

of her Cansfield group.

Shirtey & - had worked for Barclays. Banic
for 18 years since leaving school.
Sha worked 3 deys and ofien helped at
her daughter's school on har days off. 1
aften thought of leasing the bank but had
nesar been brave enough o do it

Sha was unexpeciedly made medundant
at Christmas. saw an advert for the
Teaching Assistards Level 1 course af
Cansfisld In January and began the
aoirsa on 1sf Febriary 2005,

< used a lot of knowledge gained on She
oolrse to help me with the children. | was

helping in school mnd fold tha i=achers
mboud Be courss and how | was enjoying
. Then, out of tha Blue, the Daputy Head
mng ma and asked & | would halp
moming in Year 5§ and be paid for & |
This ocourse has holped me gain a nes
career fat is very mewaeding and makes
me smile everyday®

Amanda 5 - “Thnowgh the course and my
school placement sxpeamsance | hava
pained confidence and B new career |
have fourd & banaficial, erjoyabla and
rewanding and would recommend & o
anyons interestad in becoming a
Teaching Asslstant ®

Sharon D - °| siarted tha Teaching
Azssistants Leval 1 cowsa in Fabruany
2005 afer leaming sboul I from an
gdvart. | had bean thinking about halping
ot in schocs for 8 while end Jis was
st tha incentive | neaded o gal ma
started. Tha wask aftar staring tha
course | also stared hedping ot at my
daughtars school ardd am now working
with a class of Year 45.°

Computer course
champions

These learners started studying a basic computer course through
ACL funding at Dorset Road Enterprise Centre.

They had not wused
computers before and were
keen fo leam the basics
After successfully completing
the ACL course ithey wera
confident encugh to enrol
onta an accredited course,
the OCR Intreductan to (T,
which they have now
completed. The leamers ane
now walting to recense thelr
cartificates,

ACL Autumn 2005
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niok heve baan abis to secure thase posiliore wishout

Ingy the coiurss,

Hesketh Fletcher
in the community

Raport by Josie Carter
ACL staff at Hesketh Fletcher High
School have been teaching a

residents group how they can bid
for Lottery funding to convert empty
shops intc a community resource
centre,

Worsiey Hall Tenanis and Residants
Assoclation are hoping to develop 3 ampty
shops on Ridyard Streat, in the heart of thae
community, inte a community cafd with
maating and training rooms for ali age
groups.

The res|dents group has also bean supported
in its inarning by Wigan and Leigh Housing,
who have anabled tha group to rent the
proparties which thoy wish to devalop,

The Residenis Assocciation mest in Brambia
House on the Worsley Hall estate and tha naw
cantre will complimant and sxpand provision
for tha comrmumity.

ACL siaff sea the project as anm innovathea
way of bringing adults back into learming
whilst giving tham practical skilis that can be
uillised for the benefit of the whola
commamity, Once the bid has bean
submitind, the group will be able 1o uss their
newly acquired skifis o bld for funds from
athar sources,

The wariety of backgrounds and cultures
within the group has equippsd them with a
range of knowiedge and skills, This has
given them an insight info ths neads,
probiems and pressures of thalr community.

The group have also developed & link with
Pambac at Kingsdown High School, taking
pari in (ts launch as an Extendad School, A
racant consuliancy day, hosted by the school
for the Tenants and Resldents Assoclation,
was connected to leaming abouwt the needs of
asylum seakers and Black Ethnic Minorities
in the local community,

Heskath Fletcher has been honowrsd to
provide tha training for such an innovatbea
and enthusinstic group who desarsa all the
hedp angd support they can gei from public
and volumtary agencies,
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Lesrners invaked in o practical maths session

Working Wonders'
successful outcomes

Case studies of some of our learners

Arns
Anna |s a 33 year old Social Services Care Worker. She
was refarrad lo Warking Wondera by har manager.

An initiad inlardes ook place and she was exiremely nervous and
ahy. Anma didn'l gain amy gualificaions al school and she felt she
woilld be urable to gain any as anadull.  This made her very unswes
of har abiity io cope with the NVG, She was contamed about losing
her job f she falied io completa the cowsa. A Targel Skilis
essanament ahowod thal overall, she was working at Leval 1

In tarms of iberacy, Anna's maln conoern was her apalling. which sho
lall was very poor and also har knowladge of lhe dse of punciuaSion
Howear, sha was unsure aboul woarking on har lleracy skils as sho
fall she wouldn® be able o cope. She expressed an nleresi in
compuinms as her childmn could use them and she tbught | would
ba good ta be able fo uss fhem as well. Her ladk of confidence
resulied in har asking for individual wilon s she felt she couldn®
work [ a gnoup,

Anna attandad the weeldy sessions raguardy which were held ab her
o of work.

Anna mada sieady progress in arma of skils and confidence. She
sad her Natloral Slandands LReracy Level 1 fest and passed. She is
calighiied with her achisvemanis

Her manager reports thal Anna his grown in confidencs and thes has
had o benefcal efiecl on her work, She has also repoded (o her
managar fat she feals much moee confident in the writien soddk tat
ahe has o produos Tor hor MG, & has now comploied sevenal
umits of har MV and is confidand thal shé will be able to complals
lhit whole oourse successhully

Susan
Susan [ aged 45 and has worked for Soclal Services for
VBT LWo YEarE,

Her manoger robced she had problems completing forms and
aignposind ber o Warking Wonoders, She staried aflending sessions
of PPG, which s near lo where sha vea, Tho tme of the sessions
witt adjusied ko fil In with her work pafiem and thal of ofhers
afiending e group

She says she realy enjoys ihe sessions. She has gained |0
confidenca and skilks and has recenily passed an Adull LHersoy
Leryed 1 besi

Susan says she wauld mol hove afiended colege as she would be
put off by the thoughl af working in a large group.

She has mecenily slarted fher NVO in Care and says the [Hermoy
sessions al PPG help her anommously with the report weiting she has
o da,

She previously (haighi shie was (oo old fo leam but now onows: ihis
Is ral Bhe case and she = boen o conll e ando Lewsd 2

Her confidanca has grown fo the poinl where she has meoondly
enmolied on a SurfDirect basic computer oou e, through Loam Direct
ot PPS.
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